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Road Test My 


$395 Carburetor Invention 


Get 6-11 Extra Miles Per Gallon, 5-9 

More Horsepower, Smoother Idling and 

Faster Pickup—or Don’t Pay a Dime! 
by Albert Wells 


VER DROP A LIGHTED MATCH in a pail of gaso- 

line? If you did, and you're alive to read this, 
you know that gasoline won't burn. Only gasoline 
vapor will burn. 

The more raw, unvaporized gasoline your car- 
buretor delivers to the cylinders, the more gas you 
waste. The more highly vaporized the mixture your 
carburetor delivers, the more power you get, which 
méans higher speed, better pickup, smoother idling, 
more miles per gallon. 


THE SIMPLE SECRET OF 
INCREASED POWER AND ECONOMY 
There are two ways to get more complete vapor- 
ization: (1) by improved carburetion, and (2) by 
increasing the volatility of the gasoline. My $3.95 
invention is designed to do both. 


THE CARBURETOR PROBLEM 

Within 5 miles after your carburetor has been tuned 
to give you more complete vaporization, tiny 
amounts of petroleum gums, tars, minute flakes of 
rust and other impurities from your gas tank have 
begun to foul the jets; even water that the gasoline 
picked up from condensation in storage tanks is 
interfering with carburetor efficiency. This gets pro- 
gressively worse until you lay out $20-$35 for a 
carburetor overhaul. Then it starts all over again. 

It was obvious to me that something was needed 
to re-refine gasoline just before it entered the car- 
buretor—at the last possible second, when no further 
impurities could contaminate it. 


Ce ee ee eee 


| Continental Manufacturing Corporation, Dept. GM-3 
Washington Blvd. at Motor Ave., Culver City, Calif. 


I Enclose: H $3.95; you pay shippi 
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HOW MY INVENTION WORKS 


I designed what looks much like an ordinary g 
filter. You attach it to your carburetor inlet just 
you would a filter. The difference is in what’s inside 
an element of porous bronze of 
™ type used to meter liquid rocket pr 
™ pellants. Made by fusing together mi 
y lions of tiny bronze balls, it forms 
screen so fine that it actually takeg 
water, gums and tars out of your gas, 
Result: better vaporization, and nothing to fo 
your carburetor. Tune it once and it stays tune 
This gives you more complete combustion, which 
saves you gasoline, not to mention what it saves 
periodic carburetor cleaning and overhaul jobs. An 
there’s nothing to wear out; that’s why we call 
the Life-Time Fuel Monitor. 


TRY IT FOR 30 DAYS AT MY RISK 

You can try the Life-Time Fuel Monitor f 
30 days on this guarantee: unless you are satisfi 
that it will save you at least 5 times its cost, retu 
it for a full refund. One size fits all cars, light truc 
fill out coupon and enclose $3.95 (we pay postag 
or $1 deposit now, pay balance and C.O.D. charg 
on arrival. You can install it yourself in 2 minutes} 
Continental Manufacturing Corporation, Dep 
GM-3, Washington Blvd. at Motor Ave., Culv 
City, Calif. ©1955 





Please send me the Life-Time Fuel Monitor for 30 days’ trial, 
ng 
$1 deposit, will pay balance and C.O.D. on arrival, 





DEALERS AND DISTRIBUTORS 


For full information on Life-Time 
Fuel Monitors and Oil Filters, Life- 
\ Time Batteries, Spark Plugs and 
Power Brakes, write: Continental 





ADDRESS 


— 


Manufacturing Corporation, Dept. 
GM-3, Washington Blvd. at Motor 





ZONE. STATE 


Ave., Culver City, Calif. 
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The low-swung, road-hugging new Studebaker 
Speedster—an exciting sports car in styling and 
performance! 

The Speedster is a full-bodied, fully weather- 
protected, 5-passenger masterpiece of bril- 
Helalea-MelatoM olaehwdabeed ite ilulits Mackime Mil -BiclL <-nrelii 
—surging with sustained ‘'go'’—the smoothest 
cornering sports model anyone ever drove. 


eedater 


BY STUDEBAKER 


Something new and very specia/ 







ai og ne 


The Speedster’s great ‘'Passmaster’’ Stude- 
baker V-8 engine has four-barrel carburetion, 
of course—dual exhaust with chrome extension 
tail pipes. Cockpit-type instrument grouping 
with high speed speedometer and tachometer. 
Produced in limited quantities for those who 
want something very special. See your Stude- 
oo] <-1amel tel (1am (oleloh am 


Styled and built by 
Studebaker-Packard Corporation 
... world’s largest producer of sports cars 


SEE STUDEBAKER-PACKARD’'S TV READER'S DIGEST...A NEW WEEKLY FEATURE ON THE ABC NETWORK 
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ARNOLT 


Heater in Your Sports Car! 


Designed especially for sports cars, the 
Arnolt 12-volt heater provides the 
right flow of warm air for any occa- 
sion. Complete with fittings for easy 


installation. 

8044/TF 1500 (For the new 1955 MG).....$34.95 
8044/TF ; 34.95 
8044/TD .. 29.95 
All shipments parcel post prepaid. Prices in- 
clude Federal Excise tax. rite for details 


and mame of nearest Autocessories dealer! 


Autocessories, Ltd. 
WARSAW, INDIANA 


DIVISION OF 
ARNOLT CORPORATION 





ARNOLT 


for sales and service on 


Britain's Luxurious 
Family Car 





The Famous 
MORRIS Economy Car 
an 


New 1500 ce 


World’s Most 
Popular Sports Car 





S$. H. ARNOLT, inc. Distributors 


Retail Sales: 153 East Ohio Street 
Offices and Service: 415 East Erie Street 


Telephone Michigan 2-5436 
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EDITORIAL 


Point No. 1: Prices 


OU’LL FIND THAT A GOOD PORTION of this issue is 

devoted to our Annual Buyers Guide—this one makes our 
fourth. We want it to be of considerable value to you, but must 
caution you about one of its most important phases before you 
dive in. That’s the one of prices—and what's more important to 
you and us? 

As you'll see when you get into the Buyers Guide section 
(starting on page 16), we've broken down the various makes 
of cars into 4 different price classes. These price breakdowns were 
made on the basis of the classes in which the cars are generally 
placed. It may be that 1 car doesn’t appear to be in the right 
class for comparison, so let us explain why. 

The prices shown for the cars are those that are suggested by 
the factories. These include Federal taxes, and suggested deliv- 
ery and handling charges. The italicized words are very important 
because they are the prices that the manufacturer feels are nec- 
essary for the dealer to make a good profit. 

Why the price from the manufacturer must be a suggested 
price is wrapped up in laws that are written to prevent price- 
fixing. It may be impossible for a dealer to sell his car at the 
recommended price; in that case he may have to sell it for more. 
In almost every case you'll find that the amount you plunk down 
for a car in the dealer’s showroom will be more than the sug- 
gested prices we list on the following pages. These prices are for 
a bare car (minus all accessories), and do mot include freight 
charges, state and local taxes, or optional equipment (which 
may come in various groups and may be difficult to refuse ). 

Even tho you can get a discount, by the time you add on your 
state and local taxes, freight charges, etc., you'll find that you’ve 
paid out more than the suggested price. Let’s take an example 
where we pick up a stripped car in Detroit (to cut down on 
freight ). The suggested price for this particular car with abso- 
lutely no extras (and that means no whitewalls, no wheel discs, 
etc.), except its standard automatic transmission, is $3563. The 
dealer could deliver it for that amount and make a gross profit 
of around $500 (out of which comes all of his overhead ex- 
penses). But, on top of $3563 you'd have to add the average 
license fee of $15.70 and $107 for state tax, for a total of 
$3685:70. Other preparation and incidental charges may take it 
up another $200. If he wants to trim his profit, he can discount 
some of his gross profit. If you have a trade, but not enough to 
make the down payment, he may “pack” the price of his car 
to you, a practice that isn’t all bad. 

The way price packing works is this: Suppose you wanted 
to trade your car to.a dealer, and he offered you $600 on a $3000 
car. His finance company requires one-third down, so he ups 
your trade-in value to $1200, but at the same time ups the price 
of his car to $3600. You’re happy because you get more for your 
trade, have the same unpaid balance as before; he’s happy be- 
cause he got the required one-third down, and the deal. 

So what does this all mean to you? It simply means that sug- 
gested prices as shown in this issue are the basis for classifying the 
cars and giving you some idea of the approximate delivered price 
to you. The price you get from the dealer with whom you want 
to do business is the price that counts. If you think he’s charging 
you too much, shop around. Shop around anyway. Go to several 
dealers to get the price on the same car, with the same equip- 
ment. Keep in mind, tho, that the price isn’t everything. Make 
sure that the dealer with whom you deal is the kind of person 
who will stand behind his car. That $50 saving can be wiped out 
awfully quick if a dealer won't stand behind his service policy. 


—Walt Woron 
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STEWART-WARNER 
Electric 


TACHOMETERS 




































Specially designed 
for hot rod and custom car 
installation! 

A speedometer isn’t enough. Know- 
ing your engine speed is far more 
important in getting the most from 
your engine. You get longer engine 
life, better mileage when you drive 
by tachometer. And here is the re- 
liable instrument you need to meas- 

ure those vital RPM’s! 

This easily installed, all-electric 
tachometer from Stewart-Warner is 
“completely accurate — dependable. 
“Overrun” on fast acceleration is cut 
to a minimum. Better visibility, too!. 
270 degree pointer swing means easy 
reading. Dial face is illuminated. In- 
dicates engine speeds up to 8,000 
r.p.m. Records total revolutions up 
to a billion. 


Matching 
Evlectric 


speedometers 


Operates on the 
same principle as the 
Stewart-Warner Electric 
Tachometer. Case and face 
dial match tachometer. This Electric 
speedometer shows speeds to 160 m.p.h. 
with no annoying needle fluctuation. 
Gives more accurate, electric, speed 
measurement. 

See these and other Stewart-Warner 
instruments at your local dealer’s. Or 
write: 


STEWART-WARNER 


Instrument Division, Dept. W-35 
1840 Diversey Parkway, Chicago 14, Illinois 
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“HOW | MADE 











NATIONAL SCHOOLS has a brand-new Shop Method 
Training course — you learn at home, in your spare 
time. Every repair step fully explained and illustrated 
... Diesel too! Many students work on neighborhood 
cars — start part-time earnings after first few weeks! 


\ / NOT WHEN NATIONAL 
| SQYOOLS PUTS THE 











ANDO THE SKILL 
IN YOUR HANODS / 















55 MILLION VEHICLES NOW OPERATING —trained men 
urgently needed in high-paying Automotive-Diesel 
and Allied Mechanics industries. “Shop-Tested” les- 
sons cover latest equipment. DRAFT AGE? Our train- 
ing helps you get higher ratings, better pay! 








AS PART OF MY NATIONAL 
Sea TRAINING. 


WE GIVE YOU THE TOOLS OF YOUR TRADE. Yours to 
keep during your lifetime ‘eeaee in garage and fleet 
work, your own ust ing, and other im- 





— branches. Coupon below brings you famous 
lustrated Free Book and Free Lesson—no obligation! 


GET VALUABLE FREE BOOK 
AND FREE LESSON TODAY! 


NATIONAL SCHOOLS 


Technical Trade Training Since 1905 

LOS ANGELES 37, CALIFORNIA 
In Canada: 811 West ings Street, V: B.C. 
BOTH RESIDENT AND HOME STUDY COURSES OFFERED 


MAIL NOW TO OFFICE NEAREST YOU! 
(mail in envelope or paste on postal card) 
NATIONAL SCHOOLS, Dept. DW-35 
4000 $. FIGUEROA ST. oR 323 W. POLK ST. 
LOS ANGELES 37, CALIF. CHICAGO 7, ILL. 


Send FREE Auto-Mechanics Book & Sample Lesson. 
No obligation, no salesman will call. 


BIRTHDAY. 

















NAME 








CITY. _ZONE___STATE. 

CO Check if interested ONLY in Resident Training ot Los Angeles. 

VETERANS: Give date of discharg j 
-_——— 
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the 50th anniversary 


SPEAKING before 
meeting of the Society of Automotive Engi- 
neers, A. H. Beaufrere of Ford's gas turbine 
laboratory announced their version of a “‘re- 
generative free turbine” powerplant. [t con- 


tains a heat exchanger, described by Mr. 
Beaufrere as of the “regenerative rotary matrix 
type,” which sounds very similar to what MT 
suspected Chrysler's design to be (see “Gas 
Turbines,” Aug. 54 MT). Ford’s unit is 
frankly experimental, and there are no plans 
at present to install it in an automobile. In- 
stead, testers will concentrate on solving the 
many design and fabrication problems of the 
separate turbine components, which is of 
course the shortest path to the goal of getting 
a turbocar in a future Buyers Guide. 


ONE REASON behind the record breaking 
auto production rates, reports Iron Age (Dec. 
30, 1954), is the strong possibility of a 
strike in early summer at 1 or more of the 
Big 3 plants. UAW ’s determination to gain 
some kind of wage guarantee will be bol- 
stered by a $25 million strike fund. 


IF YOUR CAR pulls to the left or right 
when braking, or even when just rolling 
down the road under power, there are several 
possible explanations, according to the Na- 
tional Auto Club. That rear spring shackle 
may be too tight, or there may be a weak 
coil spring on the side to which the car is 
pulling. If your car pulls to the left, your 
right front brake may be clogged, or vice 
versa. Your tires may be the cause of this 
pull, if they are not inflated to equal pres- 
sures or if they do not have a similar amount 
of tread left on them. 


EVER GET CAUGHT behind a slowpoke 
while driving in the country? Getting caught 
in one of those long lines that form behind 
a crawler can be an exasperating situation; 
it can also be a highly dangerous one, for, 
at the first opportunity to pass, the line will 
invariably swing out and eddy around the ob- 
struction. When caught behind a slowpoke, 
wait until the cars ahead of you have passed 
him 1 at a time, until you yourself are im- 
mediately behind him. Getting past that char- 
acter may be important. Staying alive is 
important, too. 


HOW LONG is the engine in your new car 
tested at the factory? Iron Age discloses it 
is actually tested only about 20 minutes, that 
engine from which you expect faithful, flaw- 
less performance for anywhere from 10,000 
to 100,000 miles. However, testing has been 
so highly developed—and manufacturing of 
the engine itself so exacting—that experience 
dictates 20 minutes to be sufficient time to 
determine that your engine is ready for 
a long life in your service. 


MOTORISTS will get safer, stronger, longer- 
wearing tires from new electronic tire cord 
tensioning and gum-dipping equipment just 
put into full-scale operation at Firestone 
Tire Company's Gastonia, N.C., plant. The 
new-process cord was proved in the 500- 
mile Indianapolis Race last May when the 
nation’s top drivers used it and gave these 
tires major credit for the safety and new 
speed records established. 

Introduction of synthetic fiber cords, rayon 
and nylon, presented a new problem because 
the cords expanded or “grew” when they be- 
came hot from fast driving. Firestone en- 
gineers developed a way to take the stretch 
out of the synthetic cords by applying con- 
trolled tension at precise temperatures, 
thereby locking the cords and giving them a 
permanent “‘set,” preventing tread cracking 
and ply separation. The new equipment 
enables Firestone to mass-produce this cord 
for use in their complete line of rayon and 
nylon tires. 


HIGHLIGHTS from the 34th edition of the 
Automobile Manufacturers Association book, 
Automobile Facts and Figures, discloses 
these interesting tidbits of information: 
There are 70 million drivers in U.S., one 
third of which are women. Seventy per cent 
of U.S. families own automobiles. One out 
of 4 cars in use was produced prior to 
World War II. Twenty-nine per cent of all 
school children ride to school in _ buses. 
America’s inventive geniuses continue their 
creative activity in the automotive field, as 
reflected in the 7748 automotive patents is- 
sued during 1953, or 18 per cent of all patents 
issued. This is close to the average automo- 
tive proportion of 18.3 per cent of all pat- 
ents issued since 1899. One out of every 6 
businesses in U.S. is automotive. Insurance 
premiums paid by motor vehicle owners ex- 
ceed $314 billion annually. Twenty-eight 
per cent of the delivered price of a new cat 
consists of taxes. Highway users paid $6 
billion in taxes in 1953. 


“GAS, GASKETS, AND GLAMOR” has 
taken on national significance. To date 87 
car dealers in 16 states have either held or 
have scheduled car care training schools for 
women. Approximately 3000 women have 
graduated from these “schools,” which, in- 
cidentally, are sponsored by the Alemite Di- 
vision of Stewart-Warner Corp., that long: 
time supplier of lubrication equipment to the 
automotive industry. The course teaches the 
women “students” the fundamentals of theit 
cars’ mechanical systems, the importance of 
periodic lubrication, how to make minor re 
pairs, how to trade in a car, how to buy a 
new car, winter and summer driving precau- 
tions, proper insurance coverage, and many 
more details of car ownership and operation 
which previously have been available only to 
a limited number of women drivers. Wom- 
en interested in attending courses may com 
tact their car dealers for information about 
local courses. 


A KANSAS NEWSPAPER advanced this as 
its favorite slogan: “Drive carefully, the 


life you save may be mine.” 
—The Editors. 
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the Ford THUNDERBIRD 


Wherever—whenever— your Thun- 
derbird appears in public, the effect 
is electric. All eyes turn to its long, 
low, graceful beauty. All hearts say 
“That’s for me!”’ 


And if they only knew the full story! 
If they could spend but half an hour 
in your seat. If they could listen to 
the dual-throated harmony of its 
tuned mufflers and twin exhausts. If 
they could feel the steepest hills melt 
before the might of the 198-h.p. 
Thunderbird Special V-8. If they 
could see the tachometer needle wind 
up, as the four-barrel carburetor and 
8.5 to 1 compression ratio convert 
gasoline into road-ruling Trigger- 
Torque ‘‘Go’’! 

Then they could sample a portion 
of your pride in your personal car. 
But you could show them more! 


You could show them the way it 
takes the corners as if magnetized 
to the road. You could let them feel 
the lightning “‘take-off’’ with new 
Speed-Trigger Fordomatic Drive. 


You could show them how quickly 
the convertible top whisks into 
place—how easily the solid top lifts 
on and off—the all-steel body—the 
ample trunk space—the rich interi- 
ors—the telescoping steering wheel 
—the 4-way power seat. 


Should your Thunderbird have 
the optional power assists, they 
could note the convenience of 





power steering, power brakes and 


power window lifts. 

You could show them this and 
more—how even routine driving be- 
comes thrilling entertainment. 

Yes, we’re day-dreaming for you. 
But why not put yourself in the 
driver’s seat and make this dream 
come true? The man to see is your 
Ford Dealer. 


An exciting original by FPORD 
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POWERIZE 
ard 


- 
DUAL EXHAUST SYSTEM 


a 


GET NEW- 
CAR POWER 
FROM YOUR 


To improve engine performance, new-car manufac- 
turers are installing duals as standard equipment on 
today’s top automobiles. Your present car can have 
this stepped-up power with a Safgard Dual Exhaust 
System. Safgard Duals speed up acceleration... in 
crease horsepower and gas economy up to 20%. 
They make your engine last longer, operate smoother. 
Install a Safgard Dual Exhaust System today. 





POWER-PACKED DUALS AND HEADERS 








DUAL SYSTEM DUAL HEADER SYSTEM 
Onrcimat 
Emmaus rire ORIGINAL weal Two sascate [ORIGINAL 
Tan ore extensie ons murrens =| TAIL PPE 
Quai se = twosarcana «SUA SOLD exnaust DUAL Si0€ 
MEAD PPE murrvees mtanees Tan PIPE 
4 
For all V-8 cars and 6 cyl. Chevrolets 
Make Dual Dual Header 
Automobile Systeth System 
wick v-8 1953-55 
Cadillac v-8 1950-51 1950-51 
Chevrolet 6 1941-55 
Chevrolet v-8 1955 
Chrysler v8 1951-55 
De Soto v-8 1952-55 
Dodge v-8 953-55 
Ford v8 1935-55 1937-55 
Hudson v-8 1955 
Lincoin v-8 1949-54 1949-54 
Mercury v-8 1939-55 1939-55 
Nash v8 
Oldsmobile v-8 1949-55 1949-55 
hard v-8 1955 
Plymouth v-8 1955 
Pontiac v-8 1955 
Studebaker v-8 1951-55 1951-52 





























FACTORY DUPLICATE 
REAR OUTLET 

MANIFOLDS for Ford 
——e and Mercury 


For all model Fords 
1952-55 and Mer- 
curys 1952-54 ex- 
cept Station Wagon. 


TILA FIBERGLASS PACKED 
c MUFFLERS 
The Complete Line of Low, Mellow-Toned Mufflers 





21, Available at avtomotive retail stores. 


F RE E Descriptive 


Folder 





Write 


4 Today for 
tc Moftler Division 


S Subsidiary of 


GRAND AUTOMOTIVE PRODUCTS 
Ruby and Armitage Streets, Melrose Park, Mil. 
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OPERATION M.O.P., T-MEN, ET AL 

In our December issue we published a 
reader's plan for hamstringing reckless druw- 
ers. In response to his article we received 
bundles of mail, plus an article, which we 
promptly published ("T-Men in Texas,” Feb. 
MT). Now, here’s what other readers have 
to say about the subject—Editor. 

Karl McDougall, ex-cab-driver of Balboa 
Island, Calif., phoned us to express his pleas- 
ure in seeing the “Operation M.O.P.” idea in 
print, but feels strongly that it wouldn't work 
as presented. He suggests that registration be 
changed so as to license drivers, not cars, and 
that these licenses be of 3 types: 1) begin- 
ner’s, 2) average driver's, and 3) expert 
driver's. Only expert drivers, who would have 
tO pass a written test on law among other 
qualifications for their licenses, would be 
eligible to send in details of traffic violations. 
Three notices of violations, sent in by expert 
drivers, would earn the culprit a notice to 
come and see the judge. 

Many of our readers saw the whole idea 
as a violation of civil rights. Harold Y. 
Heiskell, of Sacramento, Calif., writes: “In 
America, every man is considered innocent 
until he is proven guilty. Second, every ac- 
cused is entitled to be faced by his accuser in 
a court of law. Any citizen has the right to 
arrest a violator of the law without sending 
a secret certificate through the mails. It may 
seem trivial, but if such a program were in- 
augurated for traffic violations, power could 
be extended, contradicting our Bill of Rights 
and our basic ideas of justice. 

“The freedom of no nation was ever taken 
away in one big grasp. It was always taken 
away in apparently small, insignificant 
pieces.” He has a point there. 

Bob Forman, of Monmouth, IIl., feels the 
same. “Maybe you have read George Orwell’s 
book, ‘1984,’” he adds, “which shows what 
a world of stoolpigeons can be like.” 

Policeman Elwood G. Watson, of Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., disputes this. “Regarding the 
stoolpigeon aspect,” says he, “How can it 
even be thought of when a life is at stake? 
Anyway, stoolpigeons have solved a lot of 
crimes.” That’s true enough. 

Major J. V. Oxman, of Maxwell AFB, 
Ala., cites “a long and nerve-shattering as- 
sociation with several ‘Weaving Willies,’ who, 
despite it all, were my close friends” in sup- 
port of his point that the basic factor in anti- 
social driving is psychological. Fining such a 
driver, he claims, will only increase his 
persecution complex. 


A LARGE CHARGE 


Gentlemen: 
I hope your article on Lincolns in the Pan 
American Road Race will inject about 1 mil- 


lion volts of active participation into the 
veins of other manufacturers. They've had 3 
years to study Lincoln’s technique in win- 
ning the P.A. Since’ MOTOR TREND “ex- 
posed” the whole procedure, there’s no rea 
son why the other “big boys” can’t at least 
do likewise or maybe improve on Lincoln's 
technique. 

Georg Stathakes 
Franklin Park, Ill. 


THE GUESSING GAME 


Gentlemen: 
In response to your offer of a 1-year sub- 
scription for identifying the car picture in 
“Letters” (February issue), I think the car 
is a Nash Rambler. I do not know what 
country produces it with that grille. Perhaps 
England, for a guess? 
Julius M. Harmon 
Kansas City, .Kan. 


Gentlemen: 
. I would say it’s a Hillman Minx made 
in Germany . 
PFC Richard J. Wessely 
Ft. Riley, Kan. 


Gentlemen: 

Your “What is it this time?” in the Febru- 
ary issue looks like a Renault Fregate 
“Amiral.” Guess it must be made in Canada 
or Argentina. 

L. M. McCary III 
Nashville, Tenn. 


Three of many incorrect guesses. Guess 


again.—Editor. 


DOWN THE CHUTE? 


Gentlemen: 
I have heard what I think is a rumor, 


but I don’t know. I heard Pontiac is going | 


out of business because they are too much 
like the Oldsmobile. I would like you to 
set me straight on it. 
Dennis Bucher 
Valparaiso, Ind. 


With a car like they have this year? Hard- 
ly. See page 40 for a test report on the make 
that’s selling enough to be in sixth place 
nationally.—Editor. 


WHICH ONE TO BUY? 


Gentlemen: 

I would appreciate your advice in helping 
me to choose the proper 5-passenger car for 
use as a taxicab in New York City. Eighty 
per cent of my driving is done in New York 
City traffic. 

I would like plenty of legroom up front 
for myself, besides needing at least 12 
inches of space from the edge of the rear 
seat to the edge of the front seat. I under- 
stand that the Dodge has more room than 
the other 3 in the consideration zone—the 
Ford, Plymouth, or Chevrolet. Since the lat- 
ter 3 are less expensive, I would consider 
one of them on your recommendation. 

Bernard Sandorf 
New York, N. Y. 

In answer to this and many more request 
for new car information, see our Annud 
Buyers Guide, beginning on page 16, this 
issue.—Editor. 
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IN 105 SECONDS 


The Austin-Healey ‘100’ offers you today’s outstanding combination of 
performance and value. For less than $3,000 you get light, precise steering, 
pool-table flat cornering and stable four-footed roadability. These ad- 


vantages plus an excellent weight-to-power ratio enable the Austin-Healey 
*100’ to dominate Class D cars and many larger. 








a 





The Austin-Healey’s competition-tested 
engine develops its maximum torque at 
a modest 2,000 rpm for top acceleration 
through the gears. And not only is the en- 
gine reliable but it’s easy to maintain too, 
with parts (including a modification kit) 
quickly available from 14 Austin distribu- 
tors and 350 dealers. 


esti. 


100 











Austin-Healey 100 


Acceleration through the gears 


10 
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Specifications at a glance: Four cylinder, 
overhead valve engine; displacement—2660 
cc; 90 bhp at 4000 rpm; wheel base—90 
inches; curb weight 2150 Ibs.; distribution 
49%/51%; three forward speeds plus over- 
drive (synchromesh); steering 214 turns lock 
to lock ; brake area 145 square inches; average 
fuel consumption, 25 mpg. 


Because braking is as important as accelera- 


ow 2985 


FULLY EQUIPPED 





- 





tion, the Austin-Healey ‘100’ is muscled with 
11-inch, hydraulic brakes that provide pos- 
itive, no-fade deceleration. On top of all this 
the car comes equipped with custom features 
like overdrive, heater, tachometer, twin carbu- 
retors and knock-on wire wheels at no extra 
cost. For more details, use coupon below. 














AUSTIN of England, Dept. MT-3 
27-29 West 57th Street, New York, N. Y. 
GENTLEMEN : 
Please send me a copy of your new 12 page, full color 
brochure on the Austin-Healey ‘100’. 


PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS HERE 
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Spotlight on Detroit 





THE HUDSON MOTOR CAR CO., 
meaning both plant and personnel, was 
tired and ill. This was apparent to most 
automen early in 1953. The late George 
Mason even sensed the trend back in 
1946 when he first broached the idea of 
merger to Hudson’s crusty and crafty 
president, A. E. Barit. Despite the ob- 
vious advantages of common tooling, 
pooled purchasing power, and doubled 
market penetration, Mr. Barit was not 
interested. Like everybody else, he was 
selling every warmed-over pre-war car 
he could make, and when the seller’s 
market ran dry, he was ready with one 
of the first post-war cars—the new 
“step-down” Hudson. The company 
plunged on this to the tune of a re- 
ported $18 million for tooling, a fan- 
tastic sum for an independent in the 
late Forties. 


THE CAR SOLD WELL despite its un- 
orthodox appearance, mostly because of 
its outstanding roadability. Mr. Barit, 
whose taste in design runs to the ba- 
roque, was hesitant when he first saw 
Chief Styling Engineer Frank Spring’s 
prototype “step-down” in 1941. He or- 
dered: it shelved, so the idea car spent 
the war years rusting on the roof of the 
Hudson plant. It was resurrected after 
the war by the ever-hopeful Frank, and 
reshown to the boss. Barit still grumbled 
about the styling (it was too low), 
but after driving it home one night, or- 
dered it into production for 1948. The 
same basic design was still in produc- 
tion in 1954, 6 years later, and would 
have been facelifted again in 1955, had 
it not been for the merger. Obviously, 
this is far too long for a public accus- 
tomed to a fresh approach every few 
years. Why was it perpetuated to the 
point of tediousness? 


LACK OF THE FINANCES necessary 
to change is a sure-bet answer, but the 
reasons behind the shortage are ob- 
scure. Some observers charge that too 
much money was diverted to purposes 
other than amortization of tooling. One 
such purpose was undoubtedly the Jet, 
Al Barit’s ill-starred answer to the Ram- 
bler. He planned to make 500 of these 
a week, and got the Murray Corp. of 
America to sink a reported $5 million 
into tooling up for the bodies. When 
the last Jet came off the line on Au- 
gust 23, 1954, production was down to 
5 an hour. The Jet flunked primarily 
because it was introduced too late and 
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was a good 2 inches higher than it es- 
thetically should have been (incidental- 
ly, exactly the same amount higher than 
the prototype first shown by styling to 
the management ). 


HUDSON’S BREAK-EVEN POINT, 
based on the dollar as it stood during 
the latter part of 1953, was about 33 
units an Hour, on a 40-hour week. 
Throughout most of 1954, the plant 
worked only 2 or 3 days a week, and 
the union (Local 154 UAW-CIO) jus- 
tifiably screamed because this off-and- 
on routine left the workers ineligible 
for unemployment compensation. This 
was later adjusted to half the force 
alternating each week (which let the 
other half collect their government 
checks), but Hudson management was 
playing for time. A top few knew that 
their company was losing at the rate 
of $114 million a month, and that dur- 
ing the summer before, a worried and 
foresighted Mr. Barit had reopened 
merger discussions with George Mason. 
This time, Barit’s hand was worth 2 
no-trump at best; on May 1, 1954, dis- 
cussions culminated in not a merger but 
the purchase of Hudson by healthier 
Nash-Kelvinator. 


A TOTAL OF 7000 EAST DETROIT- 
ERS, representing the hourly payroll at 
Hudson’s Jefferson Ave. plant, have 
been understandably unhappy ever since 
October 31, 1954, when the last big 
Hudson came off the hometown assem- 
bly line. About 3000 of them are still 
there, working from day to day on non- 
automotive war contracts, dependent 
entirely on the unpredictable state of 
Premier Malenkov’s indigestion. About 
1000 of the younger men have found 
employment with the newly prosperous 
Chrysler Corp. But this clearly leaves 
3000 skilled oldsters and their families 
who have no source of income other 
than unemployment compensation and 
their ultimate faith in American Mo- 
tors, which has promised to do its ut- 
most to keep the Detroit plants busy. 
Even Walter Reuther, a tough man 
when one of his dues-paying members 
is threatened with idleness, could find 
no economic justification to fight the 
move of automotive production to Ke- 
nosha—and he had 6 months of warn- 
ing time in which to think about it. 


GEORGE MASON DIED on October 8, 
1954 like a tune-swept fiddle string, un- 


By Don MacDonald 


expectedly snapping in the middle of 
his biggest work. .A man named George 
Romney took over the reins quietly 
and smoothly, because he had been 
trained 8 years for the inevitable day. 
The 2 first met each other in 1939, 
when Romney came to Detroit to ac- 
tively direct the Automobile Manufac- 
turer’s Association. Mason was treasurer 
and later president of AMA, a spare- 
time, figurehead position for a busy 
executive but motordom’s most hon- 
ored title. By his own admission, Rom- 
ney took this first Detroit job of his 
because it would surely expose him to 
every conceivable opportunity in the 
world’s most competitive industry. In 
due time, lucrative offers came his way 
in wholesale quantity, but he chose 
George Mason’s proposal to start with 
Nash in coveralls. In addition to the 
chance of learning the business from 
the shipping platform up, in a com- 
pany small enough for ability to be 
recognized without clamor, the 2 men 
just plain liked and respected each 
other from the start. 


THE OLD TESTAMENT philosophizes 
on “an eye for an eye and a tooth for 
a tooth,” but leaves interpretation open 
for question. We suspect that George 
Romney, a devout and practicing Mor- 
mon, feels that a fight to the finish in 
industrial life is more charitable for 
everyone concerned than the turned 
cheek of surrender and _ bankruptcy. 
Certainly the Big 3 will offer him no 
quarter, and any talk of the govern- 
ment stepping in to help the independ- 
ents is so much wishful thinking at the 


moment. We are betting on him bel 


cause his 1955 products, both Hudson 
and Nash in their 10 different versions, 
represent an engineering miracle ac 
complished with a tooling budget sm 
enough to make a GM _ comptroll 
snicker uneasily. 


THE CONCEPT OF COMMON BOD- 
IES is certainly not new, as exemplified 
by the Big 3’s success with this principle 
of sound manufacturing economic 
down through the years. Yet, Ford, 
Chrysler, and GM in particular blush 
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when you mention it; refreshing there- 
fore was American Motors’ public an- 
nouncement that the Nash-Hudson un- 
ion was based on interchangeability. 
But consider the time element. The 
“merger,” as we've said, was culminated 
on May 1, 1954. The contract to pur 
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“Git or Git Got’ is an old Air Force saying* that cally manifested by the end products you saw on 
rhaps best describes the battle of the independents _ these pages last month. Between that month and 
fo retain, much less expand, their share of today’s _ this, the one gap (Studebaker’s lack of a wrap- 
automotive market. There was not one whose sales around windshield ) has been filled and is shown on 
have not skidded badly recently. As a result, 4 of page 14. It is a fascinating story to watch and report. 
them paired off in 2 mergers. There was a period of | To prove it, let’s focus the Spotlight on one merger, 
digestion, filled with rumor and official double-talk, the men who brought it about, the events leniling 
and then it became apparent that minor miracles up to it, and the products that have resulted and are 
were taking place within these partnerships, physi- _yet to come from it. 



























dle of 
Seor ge 
quietly 





































































| been chase V8 engines from Packard was 
le day.§ dated July Ist, and the final go-ahead 
1939,8 on the wrap-around windshield was 
to ac-@ purportedly one of Mr. Mason’s last 
unufac- official acts before his death on October 
casuret@ sth. The most hollow-eyed group of en- 
Spare-@ gineers in automobiledom work for °54 Hudson 
2 busy# American Motors, but somehow they 
t hon-# did it. The new big Nashes have re- 
, Rom- tooled cowls, dashes, front and rear 
of his quarter panels, doors, pillar posts, and 
him tO8 drastically adapted roof dies, not to 
in the# mention grille and trim. Then big Hud- 
try. Inf’ sons, now Nash-based, were given front 
us Way# and rear quarter panels (fenders) and 
chose# a grille of their own for that all-impor- 
tt with tant product identification. 


"54 Nash i 


to the 
; from—§pIMENSIONS ON BOTH CARS were 
i com-§ jimmied around to take the new V8 


to be§ which will surely be a popular pro- 
2 men§ duction option, not to mention fitting 
1 each 2 of the old Hudson 6s into the basic 
Nash structure. Hudson engineers in- 
sisted on keeping their well-proved 
ophizesf “crab tread” (rear tread slightly nar- 
oth fof rower than front) although Nash doesn’t 
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n unity there is strength, as American 
lotors proposes to prove by mating 
On UMFhassis features of Hudson with Nash 
ability, ly-frame, conceiving 2 distinctive cars 
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"Perpetuated by Ira Wolfert’s war correspondence of the same name, copyright 1950, Houghton Mifflin Co. 
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otlight on Detroit 


Getting the Farina cooked is sometimes a long proposition. 
He first visualized the ’52 Nash as this wide astral cruiser 


agree, a manufacturing problem that 
produced headaches too minor to be no- 
ticed amidst the general migraine. Take, 
for example, factory boss Elmer Bur- 
nett’s problem with the lanky V8 cou- 
pled to Ultramatic. Most production 
lines are premised on a body drop over 
a chassis complete with engine. How- 
ever, A-M built cars don’t have sep- 
arate chassis, the whole body being a 
single integral unit. They used to com- 
promise by dropping the whole unit 
over the 6-cylinder engine, but now the 
V8 has to be angled in from above by 
an overhead conveyor delicately timed 
to the main assembly line. The same 
technique is used on the 6s for sim- 
plicity. Burnett accomplished this dras- 
tic change in the Kenosha production 
line in less than 2 weeks of down-time. 
In his spare moments, he arranged for 
all the various trim differences between 
big Hudsons and Nashes, not to men- 
tion seeing to it that Ramblers of both 
varieties went smoothly down the same 
assembly line. 


STYLED BY PININ FARINA? A fair 


question, now that we're digging into 
A-M’s personal affairs. Yes, in a sense, 
these cars really are. The volatile Ital- 
ian genius is on retainer carried over 
from the old Nash organization, and 
periodically comes flapping into Detroit 
equipped only with suitcase and sketch 
pad. He has already ‘participated in the 
final selection of the 1956 Rambler de- 
sign, and has submitted suggestions for 
1957. The operation goes something 
like this: Farina doodles a basic theme 
on paper, and if the project on hand 
is a wholly new design, A-M stylists 
(headed by Ed Anderson for Nash and 
Frank Spring for Hudson) will work up 
Farina’s theme to something conceivably 
producible. Using this as a guide, Farina 
will handcraft in Italy a prototype of 
metal, the only medium in which he 
thinks well. Invariably, this prototype 
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contains changes quite surprising to his 
employers, so the prosaic process of 
making the design producible is repeat- 
ed. Perhaps then there is another flying 
visit from the Old Country, a flood of 
voluble Italian comments and detail 
sketches, and the design is finally final- 
ized for management approval. The 
Farina label on Nash-built cars (and 
now Hudsons since they are using the 
same basic body shells) is fair enough; 
let no one argue otherwise. 


“NO COMMENT” was the answer when 


we asked George Romney if he con- 
sidered Packard as only an interim sup- 
plier of engines and transmissions. 
Authoritative Steel magazine recently 
stated that Packard’s normal engine 
capacity was about 100,000 units, with 
twice that number possible on a 2- 
shift basis. S-P President Nance has 
been quoted as planning to sell 100,000 
V8 Packard autos this year, a figure 
which on the surface will make V8 Hud- 
sons and Nashes quite scarce. Mr. Rom- 
ney didn’t seem to be worried, so we 
presume that he is prepared to buy 
engines from the second (premium ) 
shift or else Steel made a rare mistake. 
In any case, we'll bet that Hudson 
joined the fold with a V8 of their own 
in an advance state of development 
and that Nash has 1 ready to go into 
tooling also. This event, if it comes, is 
obviously a couple of years or so away. 


NASH-HEALEYS AND ITALIAS are 


still officially for sale if you can find 
either of them. Approximately 500 of 
the first and 25 of the latter were built, 
but we suspect that this is the end be- 
cause George Romney has neither the 
budget nor the yen for this type of ex- 
perimentation. As idea cars they're fine, 
but you don’t have to build that many 
to get your point across. A prototype 
4-door Italia was inherited from Hud- 
son, and has a fighting chance to in- 


Down to earth as time for final choice approached, Fari 
had created this Nash, differing only slightly from ’52 ¢ 








fluence future A-M production design 


Whether it will or not is problematical 


and of only academic concern to us. 


OF MORE INTEREST is Romney’s ap 
proach to the Metropolitan. He sa 
that “it had to find its own level ani 
has.” It was introduced strictly on a 
experimental basis, with market studie 
being made in the meanwhile. What th 
studies will justify in terms of invest 
ment and support for the Metropolita 
is a question still to be answered. How. 
ever, in our opinion, no idea, and th 
Metropolitan is an idea, can be left 
seek “its own level,” because ideas 
per se, are not static. Americans m 
be pushed by that mixture of corn ané 
truth known as advertising to accep 
a new idea, and the Metropolitan 
hardly flourish if potential custom 
(a million of ‘em) hear of its availabil 
ity only through the grapevine. A-M i 
betting on its Ramblers for volume, and 
rightly so, but the future of even mat 
ried independents (again in our opin 











ion) would seem to be based on ju 
dicious marketing of truly differen 
products. Nevertheless, despite som 
qualms, we're betting on George Rom 
ney and his Kenosha whale that swé 
lowed Hudson for their mutual good 

(CONTINU 


New American Motors President Geo 
Romney and the late George Mason c 
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NEW redesigned chassis for even 
greater roadability 


NEW larger diameter torsion bars 
NEW rack and pinion steering 


NEW high lift cams and 190-250 
horsepower 


NEW oil ignition coil 


NEW enlarged cockpit — 
increased leg room 


Plus smart new refinements of the same 
sculptured beauty that made Jaguar 
the world’s most admired motor car. 














Fari » % Seeing’s believing. Drive it yourself. 
"52 ¢ . a Call your Jaguar dealer today. 
denies By, XK-140 Super Sports Roadster .... $3450* 
matic vi 
=e. XK-140 Super Sports Convertible 
' or Hard Top Coupe 
ey’s ap 4 XK-140 “M”. Wire wheels, twin exhausts, 2 fog 
Je say \ et lamps, windshield washers. $145 additional. 
vel and , : XK-140 “MC”. As above with Special Crank- 
on ai r i shaft damper, “C” type cylinder head. 210 
studia nN H.P. $295 additional. 
That thé uM “D” competition model, 250 H.P. available soon. 
invest x Ss ¥ Laycock de Normanville overdrive or 
»polita , ae ee Borg-Warner automatic transmission optional, 
|. How . 3A, *Port of entry. Price includes heater, tacho- 
and th the finest car of its CLOSS.. in sis meter, directional lights, electric windshield 
left t : aS ae wipers, electric clock, automatic back-up light. 
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Distributor West of the Mississippi Distributor East of the Mississippi 
CHARLES H. HORNBURG, JR., INC, THE HOFFMAN MOTOR CAR CO., INC. 
9176 Sunset Boulevard 487 Park Avenue, New York City 
Los Angeles, California 65 East South Water Street, Chicago, IIl. 
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AMERICA’S FINEST 
STEEL-PACKED MUFFLER 


incorporate the 
with the highest 


Porter dual exhaust systems 
newest engineering “‘know how” 
manufacturing standards. 

Join the 1955 automobile trend and convert your 
single exhaust system to a genuine PORTER 


DUAL SYSTEM today! 
Write today for address of your nearest POR- 
TER dealer. 





- PORTER 


MUFFLER MFG. CO., Inc. 


Same Management Since 1938 


11820 W. Olympic Bivd., Los Angeles 64, Calif. 


Th 





@ Servicing your car for top per- 
formance requires tools that are right for 
the job, and Snap-on tools are the stand- 
out choice of America’s top mechanics. 
Snap-on offers the most complete line of 
standard wrenches and special automotive 
service tools, also a wide selection of 
wrenches in Whitworth and Metric sizes 
for servicing foreign cars. Available only 
from Snap-on branches and Snap-on Men 
or direct from factory. Write today for 
free Metric-Whitworth folder and stand- 
ard tool catalog. 


SNAP-ON TOOLS CORPORATION 
8023-C 28th Ave., Kenosha, Wisconsin 
*Snap-on is the trademark of Snap-on Tools Corporation. 
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STUDEBAKER 


Wrap-around windshields are now on all Studebakers. Also in the news: a power 
boost from 140 to 162 hp on Commanders, from 175 to 185 hp on the Presidents 


LINCOLN-MERCURY 


Named the “Futura,” this is Lincoln- 


Mercury’s contribution to experimental 
automotive design. Its full-size plaster 
body (almost 19 feet long) is topped by 
canopies over bucket-type 


twin seats 


Instruments are located in a steering 
column binnacle; some controls are con- 
cealed in compartments in the lower sec- 
tion of the panel, neatly covered by 
flexible roll-type doors when not in use 














“Race-boat” cowl sweeps back into twin airscoops embedded in shark-fin rear quar 
ter panels. Oblong bumper-grille assembly is topped by unusual canted headlights 
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For experts only! 


To put it bluntly, you have to be a better-than-average 
driver to fully appreciate the pleasures a Corvette 
can give you. For this is a very special kind of car. It 
is not a scaled-down convertible . . . it is a sports car, 
with a crispness of control, a solid “‘one-piece’”’ way 
of moving, that go far beyond ordinary experience. 

The good driver, stepping into a Corvette for the 
first time, instantly knows the difference. He doesn’t 
ride in this machine . . . he becomes a part of it. It is 
a direct, vivid extension of his will, an almost-living 
thing that answers a nudge of the toe, a feather-light 
pressure on the wheel, with eager precision. The bucket 
seat molds itself to his back and through it he ‘‘reads”’ 
the road . . . he knows exactly the position of his car, 
its balance, the grip on the pavement. No matter how 
lightning-fast the movement of hand or foot, the 
Corvette responds... right NOW ... and with hairline 


~ CHEVROLET CORVETTE 





accuracy. And when he punches those big brakes it 
STOPS, in one solid chunk. 

Only the skilled can savor the tremendous margin 
of safety built in to so responsive an implement. But 
for them everything about the Corvette is a delight— 
the tigerish acceleration of the special “‘Blue-Flame”’ 
engine fueled by three side-draft carburetors, the liquid 
smoothness of the Powerglide transmission, the com- 
pactness and terrific impact resistance of the glass- 
fiber-reinforced plastic body, the utterly individual lines 
that echo no other car. 

If you are such a driver, let us earnestly urge you to 
make a date with your Chevrolet dealer for a demon- 
stration now. We can promise you a _ heart-lifting 
experience that can change your whole concept about 
the “‘practicality”’ of a sports car. ... Chevrolet Division 
of General Motors, Detroit 2, Michigan. 
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$3500 and up 


$3000 


$2500 


$2000 


By the MT Research Staff 
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style 


Nash-Healey 


Hudson Italia 
Imperial 
Cadillac 

Packard hardtop 
Lincoln Capri 
Kaiser-Darrin 161 


Buick Roadmaster 
Chevrolet Corvette 
Ford Thunderbird 

Clipper hardtop 


DeSoto Fireflite hardtop 


Kaiser Manhattan 

Mercury Montclair hardtop 
Buick Century hardtop 

Buick Century 

Dodge Custom Royal hardtop 
Mercury Monterey hardtop 
Studebaker President hardtop 
Dodge Royal hardtop 

Buick Special hardtop 


Studebaker C. d 





hardtop 
Ford Fairlane Crown Victoria 
Studebaker Champion hardtop 


Plymouth Belvedere hardtop 
Chevrolet Bel Air hardtop 


Plymouth Belvedere 
Ford Fairlane 
Chevrolet Bel Air 


(All models are 4-door sedans 
except as noted) 


fuel economy 


Cadillac 


Kaiser Manhattan 


Hudson Hornet 6 


Nash Ambassador 6 
Oldsmobile 88 
Hudson Wasp 


Nash Statesman 


Ford 6 
Willys 
Rambler 
Metropolitan 


buyers guide < 








soft ride 


Imperial 
Cadillac 
Packard 


Chrysler New Yorker 
Buick Roadmaster 


Buick Super 
Oldsmobile 98 
DeSoto Fireflite 


Clipper 

Chrysler Windsor 
Hudson Hornet 
DeSoto Firedome 
Nash Ambassador 
Hudson Wasp 


Nash Statesman 


Dodge 


Plymouth 





performar 


Cadillac Eldorado 
Packard Caribbean 


Chrysler 300 
Cadillac 
Packard 
Linceln 
Chrysler New Yorke 


Chevrolet Corvette 
Ford Thunderbird 
Clipper Custom 


DeSoto Fireflite 


Hudson Hornet V8 
Nash Ambassador ¥ 
Clipper 


Buick Century 
Mercury 198-hp 
Oldsmobile Super 


Buick Special 
Pontiac 200-hp 


Ford 182-hp 
Plymouth 177-hp 
Chevrolet 180-hp 
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E’RE NOT GOING TO DISCUSS here the reasons for 
buying (or not buying) a new car—instead, we'd like to 
help you make your own selection. First, we want to make this 
point: whatever car you finally decide on, make sure that it’s 
the car YOU want. If you can’t afford it, that’s one thing. But 
to buy a car that you'll forever be sorry for is sometimes worse 
than missing that third Martini. Why else do you think that this 
saying has met with such agreement: “You can criticize any- 
thing a man owns—except his car, his dog, and his wife’? It’s 
simply because a car is one of man’s most prized possessions. 
You know how much you should spend on your next car. 
You also know what you want in a car, whether it’s lots of 
acceleration, a good trade-in value, economy, etc. If you were 
to combine these two factors (price and wants) you'd know 
pretty well what kind of a car to get, wouldn’t you? 
We thought of that for a long time before we finally came 
up with the chart we're presenting here. You'll see that across 
the top we’ve placed those things that most people are apt to 


trade-in roadability 


handling ease 


look for in their next new car: style, fuel economy, soft ride, 
performance, trade-in, roadability, handling ease, unusual fea- 
tures. You may want one of these, a combination of 2, or all 
of them you can get in 1 package. 

Let’s take an example: The kind of car you want must have 
good economy and good roadability. You don’t want to spend 
more than $2500 base price, which doesn’t include all the extras 
and incidentals, such as freight, license, local taxes, etc. (For 
more on prices, see Editorial, page 5.) So, you go to the sixth 
column and look at all the cars under that amount (as indicated 
by the prices listed on both sides of the chart). You do the same 
thing under the column headed “handling ease.” You'll note 
that some of the cars appear twice. These are probably your best 
bets, but it does not mean that you should ignore the cars listed 
in only 1 category. Remember that this is a guide. 

You'll find lots more about the car or cars that particularly 
interest you on the following pages, plus complete specifications, 
and hints on what to look for when you’re shopping. Good luck! 


unusual features 
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‘orvette 
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Qa 
Imperial =] 
Cadillac Cadillac oO 
Packard Packard Packard (load leveler) S 
Lincoln Lincoln (automatic luber) e 
oO 
Buick Roadmaster on 
Chevrolet Corvette A 
Ford Thunderbird 
Clipper Custom Clipper Custom o 
. (load leveler) Oo 
Buick Super o 
o 
A 
Kaiser Manhattan Kaiser Manhattan 
(supercharger) 
oO 
oO 
wow 
N 
FA 
Studebaker President 
Mercury Mercury Mercury (automatic 
luber) 
Nash and Hudson 
(reclining seat, bed) 
Pontiac Dodge * Pontiac (tilting seat) 
Studebaker Plymouth 
Ford Chevrolet -o 
Ford Chevrolet Willys Rambler (reclining o 
Chevrolet Willys Rambler seat, bed) = 
Metropolitan Metropolitan (size) A 
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ANYONE who has tried to buy one knows 
Chevrolet underestimated popularity of its 
remarkable new V8; it’s news not only for 
small size (the block is less than 22 inches 
long) and miserly oil capacity (4 quarts), 
but also for lack of noise. Optional dual 
exhausts and 4-barrel carburetor boost stand- 
ard 162 hp to 180. Hydraulic tappets with 
Powerglide for greater silence. Engine repre- 
sents more modern approach to V8 design 
(weight saving; double-duty intake manifold- 
valve cover) than many other time-tried V8 
designs. Heavier 6 is still standard (136 hp 
and hydraulic tappets with Powerglide, 123 
and hard tappets without); 12-volt electrical 
system with all engines. 


POWERFUL, RUGGED 272-cubic-inch 
ohv V8 with 162 hp and 7.6 to 1 compres- 
sion ratio (but likes premium gas); former 
cam trouble has been licked. Performance 
close third after 162-hp Chevrolet and 167- 
hp Plymouth. Uses mechanical lifters for 
simplicity. Optional on Fairlane models and 
station wagons (with Fordomatic only): 
same basic engine with 8.5 to 1 compression 
and 4-throat carburetor with automatic choke; 
demands Ethyl; these models have dual ex- 
hausts standard and give top performance. 
Optional on any model; 223-cubic-inch ohv 
6, only short-stroke 6 in U.S. production and 
good choice for economy with adequate 
performance; the 6 is up to 120 hp. 


IMPORTED engines have varied reputations; 
Metro’s 4-cylinder Austin powerplant gets 
surprisingly little criticism in performance, 
dependability, or fuel economy (the car’s 
No. 1 selling point for most buyers). Effi- 
cient, minute ohv unit hums along at higher 
internal speed than results from current De- 
troit engineering practice. Combo of Austin, 
Nash, and Hudson dealers makes service bet- 
ter than last year. Engine’s small size well 
matched to size of the Metro, so car has more 
liveliness than other non-sports imported 
cars. But don’t expect life approaching that 
of U.S. units if you should plan to use your 
Metropolitan the way you would your full- 
size family car. 


NOT OUTDONE in the current V8 game, 
Plymouth has a smooth and lively engine 
with 167 hp in stock version and 10 more 
in super-powered form (with 4-barrel carbu- 
retor). Closely related to other new Chrysler 
Corp. engines, it has the not-quite-hemi- 
spherical combustion chamber, which per- 
mits larger valves than its big predecessors. 
Good accessibility for a V8, but it’s noisier 
than Plymouth’s old faithful 6; you can have 
it in any model but the Plaza business coupe. 
L-head, long-stroke 6 available in any model; 
fuel economy nothing spectacular, better than 
the V8; has well-deserved reputation for run- 
ning uncomplainingly year in and year out, 
is a cinch to service. 


chassis 


POWERGLIDE (much quieter than in ’54), 
conventional 3-speed and, at long last, over- 
drive available with 6s or V8s. Rear springs 
mounted outboard of frame, plus “spherical 
joint” front suspension and welcome absence 
of nose-down braking, have made Chevrolet 
a top choice for roadability. Suspended clutch 
and brake pedals. All power equipment avail- 
able, but standard steering much easier than 
before; entire feel, in fact, unlike any previ- 
ous Chevrolet, especially with the V8 engine. 
Brakes better-than-average. Lightness means 
some wind wander at higher speeds. Must for 
every buyer in this field to drive before de- 
ciding; in most respects a brand-new car, dif- 
ferent from its predecessors. 


BALL-JOINT SUSPENSION, tho not new 
this year, remains top point. Fine roadabili- 
ty, responsive (but not especially easy) han- 
dling are benefits, along with firm and sure- 
footed rather than cloud-soft ride. Bigger 
brakes for ’55, extra-large on wagons. Ford- 
omatic has been smoothed out and has new 
automatic kickdown to LOW when you floor 
the throttle, leaving overdrive with no ad- 
vantage (except, of course, better economy) 
if high performance is your dish. Power steer- 
ing retains some feel (standard steering is 
stiff in traffic but a delight on the road) and 
power brakes retain high pendulum pedal. 
Entirely new, more rigid frame. Excellent 
high-speed stability. 


SUSPENSION high-mounted, similar to big 
brother, the Rambler; gives more than pass- 
able roadability, with some sway on curves 
because of narrqw tread. Transmission (no 
optional choices) is 4-speed Austin unit 
with lowest gear blocked off; it’s unneces- 
sary with the car's light weight. Chassis and 
frame welded into unit. Rear axle most 
closely resembles that of Austin. A-30. Ride 
is satisfactory around town; if you plan any 
trips, test the car at higher speeds, for some 
bounce appears inevitable with so short a 
car (the name fits, as it should). Other factors 
to check, missed by most prospective pur- 
chasers: Will it fit on your favorite grease 
rack, or in wintertime ruts? 

: om 
SOFTEST RIDING in its field by far, 
Plymouth has new roadability of satisfactory, 
if not No. 1, variety. Sole discomfort is when 
the passengers tend to become airborne over 
dips or when rounding curves. Driver, hold- 
ing onto steering wheel, is less troubled. Yet 
even when floating tendency appears, tifes 
stick to the road with a reassuring grip. 
PowerFlite, as introduced after new model 
time last year, continues; it shifts smoothly 
up or down, is commendably simple in con- 
struction, causes noisily high revving when 
downshifted at more than a few mph. Over- 
drive» optional. Feathery power steering 
(coaxial now) has a lack of solid road feel 
under any conditions. 
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bodies 


“ALL-NEW” slogan completely justified in 
case of Chevy’s body. You sit with the near- 
ly vertical wheel in your lap, able to see all 
4 high fenders through wrap-around wind- 
shield and back window. Chief Engineer Ed 
Cole’s touch is everywhere, for example in 
thin, light doors, which give more room in- 
side. Excellent quality trim and finish, tra- 
ditional GM solidity. All power equipment. 
Body essentially a smaller adaptation of the 
GM “B” body, introduced last year on Buick 
and Olds. Ventilation system back on the 
cowl, where it should have stayed. Bel Air 
models low-priced for fancy quality of trim, 
have something to offer former buyers in 
other fields. 








BRAND-NEW BODY keeps family resem- 
blance to '54 despite wrap-around windshield 
and new sharper lines. Windshield gives 
some distortion (as do all wrap-arounds) ; 
wipers don’t have enough sweep. Lower ver- 
sion of ’54’s bubble top speedometer, new 
Fordomatic quadrant make most useful pan- 
el in low-price field. All power assists. Plas- 
tic upholstery optional in Mainline and Cus- 
tomline models. Some rough edges still in 
trunk and in final preparation of cars. Fair- 
lane models good example of new “classless” 
cats, with colorful, elaborate trim. Plastic- 
top Crown Victoria only one of its kind ex- 
cept Mercury. Huge variety of plain and 
fancy wagons in all shapes and sizes. 








UNIT CONSTRUCTION (as on all Ameri- 
can Motors products) should keep Metros 
rattle-free in years to come. Coupe and con- 
vertible (only body styles available to date) 
should be considered seriously only if you 
habitually carry no more than 1 passenger; 
back seat and middle position in front are 
not for long duration. Luggage compart- 
ment, accessible only through awkward con- 
tortions, nothing for daily use. Trim is good 
quality. Convertible, since it is the same car 
as the hardtop in nearly all respects, sells 
for only a few dollars more; it’s a good buy 
if you like an open car (it’s more practical, 
too, for carrying bulky objects which 
wouldn’t go in the hardtop). 






bes 
BODIES are entirely new, follow Virgil Ex- 
ner styling of all Chrysler products. Bigness 
is no illusion: 6-member families fit into a 
Plymouth as neatly as into any car. Wrap- 
arounds here look more conservative than on 
other cars, give at least as much vision. 
Trunks cavernous and well lined; instrument 
panels sacrifice visibility to symmetry with 
poor results except for center glove com- 
partment. Outside styling hangs together un- 
usually well, with few broken lines. Power 
seats and windows optional. Like ’55 Ford 
and Chevrolet bodies, these will stay in style 
fo. years, another major change not being 
in the cards for some time. Belvedere models 
very well trimmed. 











claims to fame 


CHEVROLET has changed its spots com- 
pletely, feels like an entirely different make 
of car. It has a preciseness of control, high 
degree of performance (the V8, that is, and 
that means when compared with amy car), 
and trim new style, all of which show the 
power of an outfit like GM once it gets go- 
ing. (Note, incidentally, how Chevy has 
economized on body styles, as distinct from 
Ford.) Don’t look for exceptional economy 
in any Chevrolet’s fuel consumption, though 
the 6 with overdrive is best choice; in other 
ways, including resale value and mainte- 
nance, any Chevrolet hard to beat. Unlike 
other cars, 6 is heavier than V8. Road test 
(V8): Jan. ’55 MT. : ° 





RIDING AND DRIVING in Ford prod- 
ucts has some feel of the machinery and the 
road it’s rolling on; for those who like this 
(MT’s research team is among them), Ford 
is a most enjoyable car. A good buy: resale 
value has climbed during past few years, 
now equals Chevrolet’s on national ‘basis. 
Cars in the low-priced field are almost the 
only U.S. productions to be had totally 
stripped or lavishly embellished, or any- 
where in between; this is only one reason 
why they are good buys; others are economy 
of operation and maintenance, and (com- 
parative) maneuverability in tight spaces. 
Not a perfect car, but an excellent compro- 
mise. Road test (V8): Feb. ’55 MT. 


. 38 


FIRST COST, FUEL COST; whichever you 
choose, this is the car that beats all other 
U.S. makes by the widest margin. In resale 
value, as with almost all off-the-beaten-track 
cars, the buyer may take a beating; it’s too 
early to figure actual prices. The Metro’s 
charm could, if wedded to more usable room, 
make it an even better seller. In its present 
form, it is a good choice as a second car or 
even an only car provided your’s doesn’t have 
to be a maid of all work. For sheer ability to 
dart in and out of traffic with the least amount 
of effort, and particularly to park in that 
formerly useless small space, the Metropolitan 
again has no peer. Road test (’55 mode} un- 
changed from '54): July ’54 MT. 


ODDS-ON FAVORITE for families want- 


ing ultra-easy driving and riding as opposed 
to top performance on all kinds of roads. 
Resale value has been lower than Chevrolet 
and Ford, will now almost certainly start 
to climb back. Like all Chrysler products, 
Plymouth shows results of careful study in 
ease of climbing in and out, such little but 
important factors as easy-winding windows 
and electric wipers, and enormous, easy-to- 
load trunk (with the gas tank filler back in 
the fender where it belongs). Try the car 
without power boosts—it’s almost as easy 
to drive in standard form as some cars are 
with power equipment—and then with extra 
equipment. Road test (V8): Feb. 55 MT. 
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ONLY 1 ENGINE, identical with that 
in last year’s larger and/or Hydra-Matic- 
equipped Nash Ramblers, for entire "55 line. 
Long stroke (414 inches), low compression 
(7.3 to 1), and 195.6 inches displacement 
give 90 hp. Smoothness and fuel economy 
top features, along with long life. Engine 
cooling an occasional problem; handsome 
top-of-hood louvers have solved it for own- 
ers at MT. American Motors may later pro- 
vide Hudson- and Nash-sold Ramblers with 
distinctive engines; this is not in the cards 
for 55. Service on this engine, never a prob- 
lem because of its straightforward design, 
should now be twice as convenient because of 
ingreased dealer outlets. 


SMALL, SMOOTH 6 of traditional L-head 
design powers Champion; puts out 101 hp 
from 185 cubic inches, has very long stroke 
(4% inches) for new car. Fuel economy ex- 
cellent (top full-sized 54 car); not for drag 
races or sustained high speeds. Overdrive or 
automatic give desirably slower engine speeds 
than conventional transmission. Commander 
engine also little (224 cubic inches), now 
140 hp; is now most oversquare in industry 
(3%6 by 21%, inches), should give fine 
economy with lively performance and wear 
practically indefinitely. Note that premium 
price no longer applies to Commander V8. 
Studebaker bucks trend to hydraulic lift- 
ers and high compression (has 7.5 to 1). 


CUTTING DOWN on passenger line this 
year, Willys offers only the L-head, 6 cylin- 
der, 115 hp engine (basis of supercharged 
Kaiser). It has plenty of cubic inches (226), 
gives economical and anything but stodgy 
performance in this light car. Choice of 
transmission can be a free choice: doesn't 
work too hard with any of them. Same en- 
gine available in the Jeep-type station wag- 
on, or it can be had with the 4-cylinder 
F-head (overhead intake valves, side ex- 
haust valves). Either engine is dependable, 
should pose no problems except some me- 
chanics have trouble tuning an _ F-head. 
Huge price cuts underscore the potential 
economy of the Willys powerplant. 


AS IN PAST YEARS, Special’s engine comes 
in lower-compression version (7.5 to 1) on 
synchromesh-equipped cars, but 8.4 to 1 
compression with Dynaflow. Otherwise, V8s 
are duplicates with vertical valves, oversquare 
bore/stroke ratio, modest (for this class) 
264-cubic-inch displacement. New 188-hp 
rating (plus new Dynaflow—see next col- 
umn) gives 40 Series shot in arm, makes it 
feel like "54 Century. New intake manifold 
gives easier breathing; exhaust valves are 
also larger. Light and compact for its power, 
engine shares partial design approach with 
Chevrolet V8. Surprisingly good fuel econ- 
omy if driven conservatively. Wide crank- 
shaft bearings, other good durability features. 






chassis 





HUDSON AND NASH, combining, have 



































































not lost one of their fondest boasts: unit - 
chassis and body construction. Any Ram bh 
bler owner will demonstrate advantages ing} 4. 
absence of rattles as car gets older. Wider (4 
tread for "55 has improved Rambler’s sae w 
bility; anti-friction ball and needle bearings ad 


have made steering as easy as car's compact “’ 
ness deserves. Hydra-Matic (surprisingly sat- 
isfactory with this small engine in practice), 
overdrive, and conventional transmissions 
available. Chassis is essentially the 1 io ot 
troduced several years ago; designers have 
made no effort to follow top sellers’ lead 
to great length and width, so parking and 
maneuverability remain excellent. 





LONG-WHEELBASE (12014-inch) chassis 
for both Champion and Commander coupes, 




























sedans and wagons on 4-inch-shorter base. ae 
Frames differ in body-hanging method; chas inn 
sis similar in other features. Steering stiff, ie 
sports-car-like without optional power. Auto- | 
matic drive has kickdown to low gear in ae 
Champion only; Commander starts in inter- = 
mediate gear. Brakes powerful; power assist ied 
available (retains good mechanical advan shit 
tage with power off). Good, non-tossing in’ 
ride, on the hard side. In-touch-with-the 

machinery feel similar to Ford rather than oy 
Chrysler products. Hill holder (optional on & 
Champion, standard on Commander) pre ipac 
vents creep in automatic drive. lene 


LESS NEARLY SQUARE than last year, the 
Willys chassis retains extraordinary roads 
bility and satisfying feel that so pleased MT 
Research when we first tested the modefa 
Willys (1952). Overdrive seems natural 
choice; Hydra-Matic optional’ if you like 
Lack of novel chassis features makes the 
Willys more desirable than some cars with 
unique features: #f you don’t trade yearly, if 
you live in an outlying community, or if you 
value plain good feel over, say, power-boosted 
operation. (Power brakes and steering md 
optional here.) Earlier Willys passenger cats 
had, contrary to public opinion, exceptionally 
good durability records and near-fantastic 
tire lite. 


BUICK LOVERS will cheer traditional 
torque-tube drive, 4-wheel coil springs. Dy 
naflow new for °55, has accelerator-com 
trolled variable pitch of stator vanes; eff 
is similar to kickdown into passing gear i 
other automatics, but without jerking. Ecof 
omy said to be improved at “cruising pitch, 
when stator blades more nearly parallel di 
rection of car travel. Power brakes optio 
no longer need °54 electric pump to mai 
tain vacuum in emergency (mechanical 4 
vantage alone is now safe). Brake and a¢ 
celerator pedal both raised, making pivotif 


still possible. Optional power steering amon _ 

best for retaining feel of road. Chassis few :- 

tures combine for large-car feel. potent 
Saving 














bodies 


» have BODY MODELS, same as those for 54 
¢ UNI with exception of now-discontinued converti- 

Ram ble, range from price-leader 2-door sedan to 
ses IN 4.door wagon. Lowest-cost air conditioning 


Wider ($395) comes on any model; ditto excellent 
r'S St#@ Weather Eye heat and vent setup. Reclining 
Caring seats obtainable on all models, bed only on 
mpact® 4.door ones. New Italian-type grille and 
gly Sat@ cutouts for formerly shrouded front wheels 
actice), are only obvious changes; the wheel cutouts 
usSiONS make 2-door models turn faster than any 
1 if other car (36-foot circle); 4-door cars re- 
= have quire 2 feet more. Custom models (except 
s’ lead wagons) have continental-mounted spare, 
ng and 


pert-looking but no fun to use. No wrap- 
around; vision excellent regardless. 









Ks ‘ Eee : 
LEAN AND HUNGRY look of coupes now 
COUP § more conventional with addition of indis- 
r base criminate chrome. Coupes have fold-down 
1; chas center armrest in rear for more utility, re- 


chassis 


sa main quite different from sedans and wagons 
- AUtOR in low seat height, high cowl, flattish trunk 
gear OF compartment. Wrap-around windshields in- 
1 INF E troduced after formal announcement. Better 
© O50 sn brighter interiors this year. Workman- 
advan . ae are é 

F ship of new series (started in 53) improved 
-tossingy . ; ' ; i 
ch-thel 54, has continued upward swing. Simple, 
og easy-clean grille. Rear inadequately protected 
er than : 

ia by small bumper guards. Studebaker bodies 
7 il not roomiest in motordom, do offer adequate 


space if not habitually stuffed with 6 pas- 
sengers. Hood higher this year. 























BEE we 


fendered school of design, Willys has under- 
gone major plastic surgery for a fresh face. 
No wrap-around windshield softens direct 
and simple, wide-doored look. Interiors wide 
tather than long; long-legged buyers should 
check room on a fairly long ride, may find 
they agree with MT’s testers that this is one 
of most comfortable cars for sustained 
stretches of high-speed driving. Pull-out 
glove compartment, plastic-trimmed seats, 
airplane-type heater controls make a pleasant 
car to live with. Only strictly passenger mod- 
els in the line this year are custom-trimmed 
sedan and hardtop, corresponding to fanciest 
Willys available last year. 


ger cals 
tionally 
fantastic 






MANY MINOR CHANGES (lower hoods, 
full rear wheel cutouts on 2-door sedan, new 
grille and rear end) alter looks of these 
bodies from original (54) version. Interior 
changes distinguish car from last year’s; de- 
luxe models now have all-carpet interior like 
| larger Buicks. New air conditioner (optional 
on hardtops and sedans only) retains trunk 
mounting, cools more efficiently. Station wag- 
ons now have divided rear seat (extra cost) 
for varied load arrangements. “Redline” 
speedometer optional. Industry could learn 
from Buick’s '55 facelift, which gives new 
freshness without pointless, too-frequent in- 
vestments in entirely new dies for all parts. 
Savings beneficial for all concerned. 












A PIONEER in the square-cornered, high- 






claims to fame 


AT HOME ANYWHERE, a Rambler is 
comfortable on long trips and not overbear- 
ing around town. Check whether you find it 
hard to enter or leave (doors don’t open 
wide, seats are low) before you buy it as 
an errand-runner. Fuel economy should be 
up to that of current Studebaker Champion 
with its new larger engine. Inside trim any- 
thing but thrifty-looking, so no need to feel 
like a rummage sale while you save gas 
money. Reclining seats not gadgets, but top 
sales features that make MT’s testers eager 
to take Ramblers on long trips; car’s easy 
high-speed travel (especially with overdrive 
or Hydra-Matic) helps, too. Road tests: ’54 
2-door, Jan. ’54; '54 4-door, Apr. ’54 MT. 


NOT ONE TO ABANDON old-fashioned 
virtues (economy, light weight, distinctive 
design), Studebaker has newly widened va- 
riety of models well worth study if you like 
unusual looks, economy with power (Com- 
mander) or reliability of a small 6 (Cham- 
pion). Nationally low resale value not ap- 
plicable in all localities. Studebaker’s many 
different features win both friends and 
enemies. Studebaker’s claim to being sports 
car builder is questionable, but any of the 
coupes is enjoyably different from run of 
other U.S. cars. One of few cars to make big 
price cuts on all models, putting them in com- 
petitive spot. Road tests: ’54 Champion, Oct. 
54; ’54 Commander, Mar. ’54 MT. 


SEARCHERS won't find many better com- 
binations for neighborhood errands and long- 
distance driving than Willys sedan or hardtop. 
They give plushy luxury in neither situa- 
tion, solid comfort in both. New style this 
year with surprising accompaniment of very 
large price reductions. Resale value is frankly 
low; this is public response not to quality 
and utility of the car, both of which are 
high, but to its now totally undeserved repu- 
tation of being too light and small to be a 
good buy. If you like it (and there’s nothing 
on the market quite like it) it’s a good bet, 
if you plan to keep it longer than a year or 
so. Check on service facilities near you. Road 
test ('54 4-door): Sept. '54 MT. 
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ESTABLISHED securely in '54 sales records 
as official No. 3, Buick hopes to retain im- 
pression made on new-car buyers in °54. 
Secrets: solidity and heavy feel that makes 
even compact Specials seem big, expensive. 
Dynaflow heightens impression of super- 
smoothness (it is only remaining automatic 
transmission with no planetary gearing in 
DRIVE range). Stripped Specials—especially 
new 2-door sedan—cost about same as load- 
ed models of under-$2000 class; choice is 
yours to make, since resale and repairs do 
not differ significantly. Or a Special can be 
loaded almost as heavily as a Roadmaster, 
in which case it no longer competes with 
Big 3. Road test (’54): Oct. ’54 MT, 
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DELUXE 2-door sedan $1585, 4-door sedan 
$1695. SUPER 2-door sedan $1683, 4-door 
sedan $1798, 2-door station wagon $1869. 
CUSTOM 4-door sedan $1989, hardtop 
$1995, 4-door station wagon $2098. 
ACCESSORIES: Hydra-Matic $179, over- 
drive $104, radio $76, heater $74, air 
conditioning $345. 


CHAMPION CUSTOM 2-door sedan $1741, i 
4-door sedan $1783, DELUXE 2-door sedan if 
$1841, 4-door sedan $1885, club coupe i 
$1875, 2-door station wagon $2141. RE- 
GAL 4-door sedan $1993, club coupe 
$1975, hardtop $2129, 2-door station wag- 
on $2312. COMMANDER CUSTOM 2-door 
sedan $1873, 4-door sedan $1919, DELUXE 
2-door sedan $1969, 4-door sedan $2014, 
club coupe $1989, 2-door station wagon 
$2274, REGAL 4-door sedan $2127, club 
coupe $2094, hardtop $2282, 2-door sta- 
tion wagon $2445. 

ACCESSORIES: Automatic Drive $200 
(Champion) and $210, overdrive $105 
(Champion) and $118, radios $74, $97, 
heater $66, power steering $108, power 
brakes $35. 


CUSTOM 4-door sedan $1725, BERMUDA 
hardtop $1795. 

ACCESSORIES: Hydra-Matic $179, over- 
drive $86, radio $73, heater $73. 











low-medium- 
price class 





SPECIAL 2-door sedan $2233, 4-deor sedan 
$2291, 2-door hardtop $2332, 4-door hard- 
top $2195*, convertible $2590, 4-door sta- 
tien wagon $2974. (* List price; does not 
include excise tax, delivery, or handling 


charges.) 

ACCESSORIES: Dynafiew $193, radies $93, 
$114, $122, and $144, heater $82, power 
steering $108, power brakes $39, power 
seat $70 ($45 on Roadmaster hardtop, and 
ali convertibles except Special), power 
windows $97, air conditioning $591. 
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HEMISPHERICAL combustion chambers fea- 
ture 291-cubic-inch, ohv, short-stroke V8 
first introduced on ’52 DeSotos, now beefed 
up (mainly via a bigger bore; stroke re- 
mains properly short). Compression is mod- 
est 7.5; 2-barrel carburetor gives 185 hp 
on Firedome; 4-barrel, 200 on Fireflite. 
Doesn’t need premium fuel, very seldom 
gives carbon-buildup trouble. Exhaust and 
intake valves both larger this year. Firedome 
puts emphasis on long life, Fireflite on hot- 
ter performance; troublefree operation; fuel 
economy satisfactory, smoothness exceptional. 
Sparkplugs still require special tool to re- 
move them thru vaive cover from exact center 
of combustion chamber. 


COMPLEX ARRAY of engines, all closely 
related, gives Dodge buyers choice of V8s. 
All have hemispherical combustion cham- 
bers (meaning less carbon, hard-to-remove 
sparkplugs), comparatively low compression 
(7.6 to 1 in this case), 270 cubic inches dis- 
placement. Coronet and Royal 8 come with 
175 hp standard, Custom Royal with 183 
(has larger valves); both have 2-barrel car- 
buretors, can have optional power package 
(4-barrel carburetor) upping them to 193. 
All give peppy, unobtrusive performance 
except when downshifted at speed with 
PowerFlite, which makes too much noise. 
Old standby 6 now obtainable only in Cor- 
onet (plainest model). 


FANCIERS of older Hudsons will be pleased 
at retention of traditional L-head 6s. Wasp 
engine is very long-stroke (4°4 inches), 202- 
cubic-inch version used in last year’s Jet, puts 
out 110 hp in stock form (7.5 to 1 compres- 
sion ratio), 120 with Twin H-Power (dual 
carburetors) and 8 to 1 compression. Either 
promises high fuel economy, dependability; 
both develop highest power at 4000 rpm, 
high speed for older-type engine, would be 
best coupled with overdrive or Hydra-Matic 
for high speed use. Hornet has 308 cubic 
inches displacement, develops 170 hp with 
Twin H and 160 without, has aluminum 
head standard on both engines (now called 
Championship 6s), has enviable record. 


ENGINES VARY in Mercury as in most 
other "55 makes. Custom models have single 
exhaust system, 185 hp, 7.6 to 1 compres- 
sion, will use regular gas tho premium is 
more to their liking. Monterey and stick- 
shift Montclair models have same engine but 
with dual exhausts; Montclairs with Merco- 
matic sport 195 hp, 8.5 to 1 compression 
and, of course, duals. All are basically same 
short-stroke, ohv V8 with mechanical valve 
gear, introduced in '54 and borrowing both 
Lincoln and Ford design features. Perform- 
ance responsive with reasonable economy. 
New 4-barrel carburetor on all versions. 
Overhead valves rotate for more even wear. 
Smoothness up with new vibration damper. 







chassis 








SOFTLY, as in any Chrysler product, is how § F: 
all of DeSoto’s power options work. A finger § to 
operates power steering, a toe the power § Bi 
brakes. Ride up with Detroit's softest, gives § pt 
discomfort only when cornering. Power. § te 



































































Flite transmission smooth, has kickdown to § s0! 


LOW that eliminates need for any manual § m¢ 
shift except to keep car from shifting up, &F sez 
Continues driveshaft parking brake; MT test § Fi 
cars have proved it effective; with it, Power. § ful 
Flite needs no parking pawl, hence is sim- § Sty 
pler. Overdrive available. New filler for 20 § lon 
gallon gas tank back in fender at last. Sus- & sen 
pended brake and clutch pedals on all mod- § les: 


els, enormous left-foot brake pedal with 
PowerFlite. More rigid convertible frame. 






OUTBOARD-MOUNTED rear springs make 
Dodge more stable than before. For sheer 


softness, only biggest cars excel Dodge. Pow- § giv: 
erFlite and overdrive options available with § effe 
all engines. Power steering optional with 3% § and 
turns (conventional system has 4 on the 6, § ious 
5 on the V8s); driver has an even 20 per § wit 
cent of steering effort in all turns and at all § ing, 
speeds. Manufacturer claims this does allow § win 
feel in a way other systems do not (propor § soft 
tion of driver effort varies with them), but ff of 1 
effect is that driver feels insulated from what § pow: 
is happening. Liberal use of hidden quality § Trur 
features, including Oilite bearings, makes § fies 
chassis good bet for long life. Power brakes ff passe 


have wide, high, cowl-suspended pedal. 





IN CONTRAST to under-hood features, 
Hudson lovers will find chassis of new cars 
more like Nash. Exception: Hudson’s exclu- 
sive extra brake system that operates from 
same foot pedal if hydraulics ever fail. Unit 
body and frame remains, step-down is gone, 
Very long, soft coil springs make ride 
smooth, less firm than in older Hornets and 
Wasps. Hudson ‘dropped Borg-Warner auto- 
matic to return to Hydra-Matic, uses im- 
proved '55 unit with smoother shifts due to 
revised valving. Overdrive also optional. 
Power brakes, steering obtainable. Wasp and 
Hornet both wide (78 inches) in relation to 
wheelbase (114, 121 inches respectively). 
Rear tread narrower than front. 
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MT’S TEST MERCURY this year broke 
usual rule of being loaded with new optional 
features, came with Mercomatic only. On 
basis of feel and solid ride, it represents 
not radical departure but steady improve 
ment along usual Ford product lines, rates 
as one of most enjoyable test cars to date. Ball- 
joint suspension set up differently from 
Ford’s, gives roadability unexcelled for peace 
of mind at high speeds. New Mercomati¢}omfor 
cuts down to LOW when driver presses throt- {careful 
tle to floor, eliminates need for manual useé}bodies; 
of selector. Shifts as smooth as any automati¢jNew C 
(except Dynaflow, which has none), reé§theaper 
sponse to throttle extremely fast; virtuallyjury. P! 
eliminates any reservations about efficiency. |tusive. 
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FAMED for usable room, DeSoto lives up 
to tradition by offering even more this year. 
Big “double wrap-around” windshield has 
provision to catch rain and snow drip, pro- 
tecting passenger when leaving car. Wide, 
soft seats; space in every direction. Instru- 
ments set new high for visibility. Power 
seat, windows, air conditioning all optional. 
Fireflite interiors uninhibited (and _beauti- 
ful) in color, Firedome more conservative. 
Styling typical of larger Chrysler products: 
long, low, wide but not bulky; notable ab- 
sence of bizarre broken lines and meaning- 
less symbols. Exterior doorhandles pop out, 
as on Chrysler “idea cars.’ Giant-sized, well- 
padded trunk. 
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BASICALLY a Plymouth shell, Dodge body 
has many dies (back door, hood) different, 
giving larger, more expensive look. Stodgy 
effect gone for good. Use of color outside 
and inside is among industry's most ingen- 
ious; upholstery both novel and durable, 
with chrome-plated fabric trim. Some creak- 
ing, apparently indigenous to wrap-around 
windshields, noted in test car. Retains high, 
soft seats, electric wipers, easy-wind windows 
of previous models. Four-way power seats, 
power windows, air conditioning obtainable. 
Trunk very large. Suspension changes suf- 
ficient to minimize body roll would make 
passengers more comfortable; car could still 
fetain very soft ride. 


the Nashes introduced in ‘52, Hudson bodies 
benefit trom yards of room, many novel fea- 
tures like reclining seats, folding beds, inex- 
pensive complete air conditioning. From front, 
side, or driver's seat, Hudsons manage to 
tetain own identity. American Motors claims 
new wrap-around windshield (put into pro- 
duction in record time) completely distor- 
tion-free. Air intake remains on cowl for 
deaner air to Weather Eye, adopted from 
Nash. Interiors are redecorated, feature 
world’s widest armrest in back seat of custom 
models. Only sedans and hardtops offered for 
the present. Another pleasant example of 


face-lifting an exemplary body for new look. 





OWNERS of older Mercurys will be pleased 
at retention of characteristic look, tho bodies 
ate all new. Distinct resemblance to Lin- 
coln. Custom models have modest interiors, 
Monterey models lavish ones, Montclairs out 
of this world. Most easily read dashboard, 
unobstructed by horn ring or anything else. 
All controls in carefully laid-out, usable pat- 
tern. Rear-seat passengers in test car found 
comfort near tops. Another car to inspect 
tatefully for its changes from _ previous 
bodies; looks more expensive than before. 
New Custom 4-door station wagon simpler, 


r@ftheaper than Monterey, holds 8 when neces- 


ry. Plastic-top Sun Valley a Ford-built ex- 
(lusive. Montclair models 2 inches lower. 





FRANKLY a much modernized version of 


claims to fame 


“FAMILY CAR” 


years. 


(foam rubber seats, wheel discs, 


tation for dependability, 


(54 Firedome) May ’54 MT; 
test scheduled for April ’55 MT. 


DESIGN AND COLOR have supplanted 


conservatism as Dodge's chief stock-in-trade. 
Cars will appeal to broad group, with easiest 
remote-control-type driving, softest ride in 
price class. Resale value neither high nor 
low; should improve in near future for V8 
but not for 6. Before selecting power op- 
tions, try car in varying situations. Power 
steering, for example, makes for simplest 
start-and-stop use, actually requires more at- 
tention at highway speeds than standard 
system. High fenders and low hood make 
corners of car easy to see in tight quarters; 
nevertheless, car is undeniably large in all 
dimensions. Further details in road test of 
Custom Royal, page 58, this issue. 





FIRST observation about American Motors’ 
Hudson: car has retained many top Hudson 
features, adopted similar Nash standouts, has 
become a better buy. Economy will be bet- 
ter for all models, since current body-frame 


weighs less than ‘54s (note adoption of 
smaller Jet engine as adequate for Wasp; it 
is, too, if you want a big, roomy family 
sedan with excellent fuel economy). Nash 
and Hudson could be confused from rear, 
not other angles. Resale value, poor for 
Hudson of recent past, should rise again, 
especially in summer: these cars have few 
equals for travel (and, this year, for camp- 
ing). Further details in Nash-Hudson merger 
story, page 10, this issue. 


LIKE ITS BROTHERS in the top and bot- 


tom price ranges, Mercury offers “classic car” 
driving—satisfying feel of good machinery 
in smooth operation. MT Research feels that 
power boosts on a Mercury destroy some of 
its top-notch response to driver's touch. 
Operating costs lower than those of many 
smaller cars; resale value has shot to top in 
its field, apparently is going to stay there. 
Stripped Mercurys more easily available than 
corresponding models in other lines. In MT’s 
54 Buyers Guide we noted: “Car seemed 
to have one more river to cross to make it a 
real standout.” It has now crossed it satisfac- 
torily. Mercury road test (‘55 Custom) sched- 
uled for April MT. 


automatically used to come 
to mind with mention of DeSoto; it still fits, 
but not on all models. New look has taken 
away no solid virtues. Resale value not very 
high. Loyal core of owners. With entirely 
new styling, car will stay new-looking for 
Many usual extras included in price 
backup 
lights) may help to bring delivered price 
down with cars of lower base price. Repu- 
freedom from re- 
pairs. Change not so dramatic as on smaller 
GM products, yet well worth investigation if 
past DeSotos didn’t excite you. Road test 
SS Fireflite 





low-medium- 
price class 


WASP and HORNET prices not available 
at presstime. 

ACCESSORIES: Prices about the same as 
under Nash 6. 
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EVEN GREATER economy than in previous 
Nashes is promise of American Motors’. first 
Statesman; standard power is back down to 
100 hp from its small 6-cylinder L-head 
with 110 hp as option with twin carburetors 
(1 twin-throat pot is standard) and alumi- 
num head. Statesman engine good choice for 
very conservative drivers, is better with 
overdrive or Hydra-Matic than conventional 
transmission, which gives too-high engine 
speeds on the highway. Ambassador keeps 
long-stroke ohv 6, old as hills but durable 
and economical. Standard output is 130 hp 
on plainer Super models, Le Mans option 
gives 140 on Customs. Integral intake mani- 
fold for easy starting. 
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FIRST of modern V8s is title Oldsmobile 


has justly earned. Engine has undergone 
much modification since first 135-hp model 
introduced in °49. Big (202-hp) engine 
available in 88 as optional equipment, stand- 
ard in Super; regular 88 gets 185 hp from 
same 324-cubic-inch block. Changes from 
54 include higher lift camshaft, larger ex- 
haust valves, redesigned combustion cham- 
bers, cooler sparkplugs. Compression ratio- 
on both engines is 8.5 to 1; potential buyers 
should figure budget on basis of premium 
gas with either transmission and in all service 
conditions. One of best examples of GM’s 
policy of plenty of cubic inches for torque, 
long wear. Full-flow oil filter. 


ee 


PERFORMANCE unknown to past Pon- 
tiacs only 1 reason for Pontiac’s adoption of 
V8 for whole line. Three versions (173 .hp 
with standard transmission, 180 with Hydra- 
Matic, 200 with 4-barrel carburetor (only 
$35 extra) share 287-cubic-inch block with 
short stroke, many innovations. Among them: 
dual oil fillers, ball-pivot valve train with 
stamped steel rocker arms, precision-ma- 
chined, wedge-shaped combustion chamber, 
fan-directed fresh air in all engine recesses, 
12-volt ignition. Economy unremarkable; 
engine should have very long and healthy 
life. Car not especially hot without 200-hp 
option, with it should perform with best 
cars at price. 


PASS-MASTER, Studebaker’s name _ for 


hopped-up engine in newly announced “Ad- 
vance Series,” has 10 more hp (now 185), 
will make car even more appealing than 
MT’s test Studebaker President. With same 
bore as small Commander V8 (3% inches), 
President uses longer stroke (314), remains 
just oversquare. Mechanical valve lifters. Ex- 
tra power increases already excelient road- 
ability by making it easier to pull out of 
tight spots. Engine not potentially thirsty, 
but temptation to drive at full power and 
use all 4 barrels; normal driving requires 
only 2. Adaptation of original Studebaker 
V8 (introduced in 51) to modern concepts 
of performance. 
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ESSENTIALLY unchanged from recent mod AR 
els, Nash chassis retains torque tube drivel jich 
all-coil springs. Front wheel tread is wider for, 
cutting turning circle (in conjunction with tinc 
new wheel cutouts) to maneuverable siz j,, | 
Hydra-Matic has revised valving system tf fr; 
improve shifting smoothness; overdrive if whi 
popular choice with these excellent longH gin, 
distance cars. Gas tank (20 gallon capacity)B tra 
helps. Power steering and brakes optional mod 
Total length of custom models with contif’ tom 
nental kit is 212 and 219 inches (Statesmanf pres: 
and Ambassador, respectively) despite rela soon 
tively short wheelbases (114, 121). Unit takis 
chassis and body construction makes can park 









light (3070 and 3480 pounds) for size. 






CORNERING, not Oldsmobile’s best featur 
in past models, took big stride forward with 
54s, is not up to car’s performance. Hydra 
Matic still optional, continues to be almos 
only transmission ordered on Oldsmobiles 
Changes in valving have made Hydra-Matid 
operation smoother for ‘55. Power steering 
of usual variable effort GM type; note thi 
power systems differ sharply; compare with 
coaxial ‘full-time’ variety (on all Chrysle 
products) under varying driving conditions; 
each has its points. Low-pedal power brake) 
optional; not as safe with power failure w 
those with more leverage. Generally heay 
construction gives big-car feel similar t 
Buick, without so much cushioning. 
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gine improvements are changes in Pontial 
chassis which make car qualify as one ¢ 
most roadable in its class. Rear (leaf) 
springs now parallel, set outside frame. Hy 
dra-Matic similar to that on 54 cars co 
tinues, retains some jerkiness, economy 
equalled among automatics, desirable “Dg 
range for mountain cruising. Ball-type stan 
ard steering easier than on past GM prod 
ucts. GM “share-the-work” power steerit 
low pedal power brakes optional. Star Chiel 
(124-inch wheelbase) has less overhagg 
than last year’s model; Chieftain is on 122 
inch base. Ride not overly luxurious, bw 
free from shocks, pleasantly level. 
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CHASSIS for all Studebaker Presidents now ADV. 
same length as coupes in lower-priced linesj sed 
Studebaker Automatic Drive similar to thi before. 
on Champion, starts automatically in lowe vindor 
gear, shifts to intermediate gear, then to di models 
rect locked-up drive with converter inopef me 










tive. Power brakes and steering option 
give car remote-control type of driving; with 
out power equipment, it is responsive to 
dle, stiffer than some. Heavier President b 
Commander brakes, still stops notably wé 
Sits low and steady on road. Hill holdé 
standard on all models. Good combinatid 
of novel Studebaker chassis features and '5 
type power options; buyer may take choice 
driving he prefers. 
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ARRESTING, slick front end, with head- 
lights incorporated in grille and leaning- 
widen forward fenders, makes Nash 1 of most dis- 


n wit tinctive "55 models. Remainder of car simi- 
le size ja: to dechromed new Hudson. Wrap-around 
tem 8 fits well with face-lifted body, is only 1 for 


riv€ §§ which maker claims no distortion. Bed, re- 





t lo clining seats standard in Custom models, ex- 
pacity)§ tra equipment in Supers. American’s first 
ptionalll models confined to sedans and hardtops. Cus- 
| conti toms have continental kit which adds to im- 
tesman§ pressive length, not to convenience. Superb 
te tela room for stretching in all directions, even 

Unit§ taking a nap with folding bed. Combined 



























parking and directional lights in front fender 
creases remain turned on with headlights. 
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FOLLOWING Buick 
various visible changes, altered some dies, 
used many ‘54 parts. New color combina- 
tions, wheel cutouts, grille make ’55s dis- 
tinctive. Wrap-around continued from last 
year. Cowl-mounted air conditioning (leaves 
more room in trunk), power seats, power 
windows all optional. Interiors among best 
in field: Super 88 fancy, regular 88 plain. 
Lowest-priced bodies have most features of 
others, are excellent buys; non-Super 88 
offers Holiday hardtop at bargain price. Read- 
able, high-quality instrument panel with 2 
ashtrays and convenient center glove com- 
partment. Compare finish of regular and 
Super 88s with Buick Specials. 








NEW LOOK pioneered by GM in '54 re- 
sults in cleanest looking cars made by Pon- 
one off tiac division in years. Combination bumper- 
grille practical and simple; hood low, all 4 
fenders high and visible. New driving posi- 
tion with wheel down nearer driver's lap. 
Cowl ventilation after lapse of several years. 
Center glove compartment. Distinctive option- 
al feature is tilting front seat, especially 
good for restful variation in position on 
teeringy tips; power seat not available, though power 
r Chief Windows are. Star Chief Custom offers de- 
verhang ‘uxe trim options of high quality. New and 
vn 1224 Compact wagons in 2- or 4-door models car- 
us, buy ‘Y up to 8 passengers. Body dies due to be 
used for some time to come. 
ANCE SERIES” features wrap-arounds 
on sedans, wagons (see page 14); coupes as 
before. Air conditioning, power seats and 
windows optional. More intimate feel in all 
“Emodels (but especially coupes) instead of 
acreage of other cars. Presidents available in 
4J2 trim choices; “State’’ trim among yeat’s 
most colorful, not practical for all families. 
Chrome even more evident on Presidents 
than on lower-priced Studebakers, almost 
camouflages characteristic lines in some cases. 
1.) Distinctively different feel remains. Coupes 
‘Idifferent cars from sedans in many ways, ac- 
<j tually require separate demonstration to accus- 
tom buyer to body dissimilarities. Coupes now 
more comfortable. 
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LITTLE CHOICE remains between Hudson 
and Nash since they have consolidated oper- 
ations in Wisconsin. Essentially it comes 
down to whether you want bolder Nash styl- 
ing or bolder Hudson performance. Economy 
should be excellent in all American Motors 
cars in this price group, will lose out to per- 
formance in V8s (see page 26). Really 
dazzling cars obtainable now may brighten 
resale picture. Everything about these 6s is 
long-lasting with possible exception of their 
engines, whose theoretical durability when 
hard-pressed doesn’t equal that of new V8s. 
Further details in Nash-Hudson merger story, 
page 10, this issue; road test (54 Nash Am- 
bassador Le Mans), Oct. ’54 MT. 
FAMILY HOT ROD, they call it, and it 
deserves the name. One of industry's top com- 
binations of performance, long life span, 
style regarded as so securely up among top 
leaders that many prefer it to most expen- 
sive U.S. cars. Used 88s, but especially Super 
88s, much in demand; yet resale value could 
be still higher (this price group has few 
outstanding cars in this respect). Service ex- 
cellent even in backwoods because of GM 
policy of doubling up on makes in small- 
volume areas. Improvements. in automatic 
transmission make it worth trying if you've 
disliked it. Among most solid, sturdy and 
rattle-free cars available. Road test (’54 Super 
88): June 54 MT. 


NEW ENGINE and body should increase 
resale value over previous models, which 
were not at all bad. Ride, performance not 
like previous Pontiacs, tho big-car feel re- 
mains. Reputation for durability will go up 
with new V8. Pontiac bears large share of re- 
sponsibility for introducing new interior and 
color options to lower price ranges, still of- 
fers out-of-its-class interiors on custom 
models, plainer but carefully finished trim 
on others. Same advice applies here as on 
many other cars in this buyer’s year: get a 
long-enough demonstration; the old gray 
Chief isn’t what it used to be. Good solu- 
tion to compromise family car problem. 
Star Chief road test, page 40, this issue. 
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BUYERS formerly had to pay penalty of low 
power, fewer optional items when they fa- 
vored Studebaker; this is no longer true. 
Resale value still not high, may increase de- 
pending on response to new chrome trim, 
expensive interiors. Compact feel belies ac- 
tual dimensions, makes car pleasant in nar- 
row quarters. Priced below corresponding 
low-powered ‘54 Land Cruiser models, repre- 
sents both more car and more car for money 
than has been available to earlier Studebaker 
buyers. Loyal owners keep coming back for 
more, have noted quality lapse in 53 and 
some 54s now more than made up. Road test 
(first series, 175 hp, no wrap-around, other- 
wise similar): Dec. ’54 MT. 
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low-medium- 
price class 


STATESMAN SUPER 4-door sedan $2215, 
CUSTOM 4-door sedan $2385, 

$2495. AMBASSADOR SUPER 4-door sedan 
$2480, CUSTOM 4-door sedan $2675, 
hardtop $2795. 

ACCESSORIES: Hydra-Matic $179, Ultra- 
matic $199 (V8s only), overdrive $104, 
radio $98, heater $77, power steering 
$140, power brakes $39, power windows 
$128, air conditioning (with heater) $395. 
(‘54 accessory prices; ‘55 prices not avail- 
able at presstime.) 


| 
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88 2-door sedan $2297, 4-door sedan 
$2362, 2-door hardtop $2474, 4-door 
hardtop $2322*. SUPER 88 2-door sedan 
$2436, 4-door sedan $2503, 2-door hard- 
top $2714, 4-door hardtop $2541*, con- 
vertible $2893. (* List price; does not in- 
clude excise tax, delivery, or handling 
charges.) 

ACCESSORIES: Hydra-Matic $178, power 
package (88 only) $38, radio $101, heater 
$80, power steering $108, power brakes 
$40, power seat $70*, power windows $50 
(front), $97 (all), air conditioning $592. 
(2-way seat adjuster standard on 98 hard- 
top and Starfire.) 


a 


CHIEFTAIN 2-door sedan $2105, 4-door 
sedan $2164, 2-door station wagon $2434, 
4-door station wagon $2518. CHIEFTAIN 
DELUXE 2-door sedan $2209, 4-door sedan 
$2268, hardtop $2335, 4-door station 
wagon $2603. STAR CHIEF DELUXE 4-door 
sedan $2362, convertible $2691. STAR 
CHIEF CUSTOM 4-door sedan, $2455, hard- 
$2499. 

ACCESSORIES: Hydra-Matic $178, power 
package $35, radio $80, heater $85, power 
steering $108, power brakes $36, power 
windows $97, air conditioning $592. 
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DELUXE 4-door sedan $2311, STATE 4- 
door sedan $2381, club coupe $2270, 
hardtop $2456. 

ACCESSORIES: See prices under Stude- 
baker Champion and Commander. 
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NOT CONTENT with hot 200-hp ’54 Cen- 
tury, Buick has gone whole hog (till ’56, 
anyway), added 36 hp and gone to 9 to 1 
compression ratio (industry’s highest). Not 
all premium gas will satisfy it. Engine now 
standard on both Century and larger Super 
models equipped with Dynaflow, bringing 
them close to Century performance despite 
more than 300 pounds extra weight. Vertical 
overhead valves a feature of 322-inch engine, 
which is small outside for its displacement. 
Four-barrel carburetor standard on all cars. 
Cars without Dynaflow (hard to get) have 
similar engine with 8.5 to 1 compression. 
Another engine’whose economy depends par- 
ticularly on how driver treats it. 


THROWING AWAY nearly every old 


Windsor part, Chrysler started '55 redesign 
job with brand-new engine. Spitfire V8 uses 
combustion chamber altered from original 
Chrysler V8 hemispherical type, which makes 
possible only 1 rocker shaft for each bank, 
allowing smaller valve cover, plugs relocated 
outside it. Basic block of larger FirePower 
engine still used. Emphasis on economy, 
quietness, smoothness; not intended as fast- 
est engine in class. Bore and stroke equal 
(3.63 inches), total displacement 301 cubic 
inches, compression ratio 8 to 1. Despite 
this, Chrysler claims full power development 
on regular gasoline. Reputation of all Chrys- 
ler engines good for dependable service. 


* 


TOTALLY NEW V8 engines power all 
Packard-built cars, plus Hudson and Nash 
V8s. Engine on latter 2 plus Clipper Deluxe 
and Custom (2 lower-priced series) is 320- 
cubic-inch V8 with overhead valves, 8.5 to 1 
compression, oversquare bore and stroke of 
31% by 314. Clipper Custom has 4-inch 
bore, same stroke, thus gets largest displace- 
ment (352) of any production engine, de- 
velops whopping torque (355 foot pounds 
at 24-2800 rpm). All have 4-barrel car- 
buretor. Clipper Deluxe and Super have sin- 
gle exhaust system, Clipper Custom single 
with crossover pipe, dual tail pipes; com- 
plete dual system optional. All models have 
changed to 12-volt ignition. 


COMPLETELY NEW this year is 208-hp 


oversquare, Packard-built ohv V8, identical 
in both these American Motors products. 
Compression ratio is fairly low 7.8, displace- 
ment a comfortable 320 cubic inches. Torque 
as well as horsepower approximately twice 
that of Nash Statesman. One twin-throat car- 
buretor. Light Nashes and Hudsons trans- 
formed by engine, can even get excellent 
fuel economy from it (though not so good 
as from 6-cylinder options) if drivers not 
too enthusiastic. Various novel features ru- 
mored for this engine have not materialized, 
may do so later; it is now a sturdy example 
of modern engineering practice, with promise 


of good service. 

































































chassis 


CENTURY models combine new power with 
122-inch wheelbase, same general chassis of JBOL 
Special models (see page 20); Supers are g™tY 
much heavier, have 127-inch wheelbase, now §/4f 
are indistinguishable from Roadmasters in §s40¢ 
many significant chassis features. Power steer- and 
ing, brakes optional on Century. Super now have 
has power steering standard; power brakes §gain 
still extra. New high pedal with power gmate 
brakes lets driver continue to pivot on right BAir ¢ 
heel, since accelerator pedal raised too, optio 
Torque tube drive and 4-coil springing con- gta! 
tinued. Dynaflow (optional on both series) excell 
new type with vanes that “bite in” more § tédli 
sharply when throttle depressed beyond de. Joa C 
tent; gives effect of jerkless passing gear. 






POWER BRAKES, standard on larger Chrys- 
lers for years, optional on Windsors; high 
pedal for leverage in power failure; stopping sling 
without power still hard to anticipate. Pedal jsme 
8 inches wide, will lead to left-foot braking §4 firs 
for many. Coaxial power steering (also op- 9 bracec 
tional) requires only little-finger effort at JWtap 
any time, demands concentration at high- } rings 
way speeds. Transmission choices do not in- §1¥0 | 
clude overdrive as on other Chrysler Corp, J (iet 
makes; 3-speed standard, PowerFlite option J *Phal 
al. High spring rate, other chassis features | 84s u 
give very soft ride with better roadability §*98¢t 
than seems evident at first. Even so, passe g¥th - 
gers subject to tossing on corners. Wheel ef win 
base same as New Yorker. femair 























TORSION BARS are big news here. Clippet 
Custom has 2 full-length ones parallel to 
car length, no more leaf springs at reat, 
Change gives dramatically level ride, im 
cludes short torsion bars for automatic elec 
trically controlled load compensator which 
keeps car on even keel regardless of number 
of passengers or amount of luggage in trunk, 
Conventional 3-speed transmission standard, 
overdrive and improved Ultramatic optional, 
Two DRIVE positions let driver choose wheth- 
er to use low gear, automatically upshifting 
to unaided torque converter and then to 
direct mechanical lockup, or skip low geat 
and use latter 2. Power steering, brakes op- 
tional all models. 


NEW TWIN ULTRAMATIC headlines list 
of differences from other Nash and Hudson 
engine-chassis choices. Low-gear starts if 
DRIVE range now automatic, make for sensa 
tional takeoffs with new engine. Transmission 
retains smooth characteristics, is wise choice, 
Mechanical lockup gives economy at speed, 
Overdrive also available; conventional trans 
mission standard. Other chassis features te 
main same as on 6-cylinder Hornets and 
Ambassadors, give luxurious ride (somewhat 
soft for road-racing potential of new engine), 
Unit body-frame gives rigid, rattleless com 

struction that heightens luxury effect. Powef : 
steering and brakes available. Hudsons havé fad seat 
emergency brake system on same pedal. heel cu 


ury job 
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bodies 


BODIES DIFFER sharply on 2 series, Cen- 
tury again using smaller GM “B” body simi- 
lar to Special and Olds 88s; Super has largest 
standard GM shell, shares it with Roadmaster 
and Cadillac (page 28). Super sedans now 
have “Florentine curve” of °54 hardtops, 
again are good values for those desiring ulti- 
mate in room at comparatively low list price. 
Air conditioning, power seats, power windows 
optional; seats and windows are standard on 
certain models. High-quality GM body finish; 
excellent instrument panei with horizontal 
“tedline” speedometer on Super, circular one 
on Century. Buick’s distinctive hood ports 
now tell envious onlookers whether you have 
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in for radical 


STERN REFUSAL to go 
styling has made new Windsor line hand- 
some car with much attraction not evident 
at first glance. Quality remains high, has em- 
braced mew materials for style, durability. 
Wrap-around windshield of Exner design 
brings wider curve to side of car at top. 
Two hardtops available. Special attention to 
quiet comfort; sound deadeners, etc., of jute, 
asphalt and sand, wood pulp, cotton, Fiber- 
glas used. Insulating blankets surround pas- 
sengers. Airtemp air conditioning improved 
with 2-cylinder reciprocal compressor. Pow- 
et windows, 4-way power seat optional. Seats 
remain higher than in many cars, lead to 


i long-distance travel. 


Lipper 
lel of-~ ‘ 
rear, Phile incorporating such new features as 


+, swrap-around windshield (with drip mold- 











e, ife . . . . 
- elec. 4i28), theatrical color combinations, all-new 
whidl body shell, front end design. Body models 


umbels ttimmed down for concentration on stream- 
crunil lined production of new Studebaker-Packard 
ndard, Corp., now include only sedans and hard- 
tional, #@P8 in various trim combinations. Lacquer 
ch finish instead of enamel as on most cars. 
Headroom, legroom not sacrificed for new 
lowness; cars maintain upright seating for 
lack of fatigue on long trips, feeling of con- 
ttol even for Small drivers. Power seats and 
windows optional on all models. New, hand- 
some, almost classic-like instrument panel. 
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| EXCEPT FOR small identifying symbols, ap- 
udson é ; 
+ Bpearance of V8-engined American Motors 

ts im a . er 

tats is like that of 6s. Air conditioning costs 
sensa . ‘ 
.. Mes than on other cars, is cowl-mounted in 
issionf . : 
hoice FouUaction with fine Weather Eye heater, 

18, . J ‘ 

nell should be popular option on this high-lux- 
tran job at comparatively low price. Bed and 
. elining seats plus continental kit regular 
es 1 A 5 

‘quipment on Custom models. Very high 
; and er : . 
quality interior trim on Customs includes 16- 
inch-wide table-like armrest in rear seat, 
tansparent visors, roof package net, padded 
Mstrument panel. Power-operated windows 
nd seat optional. New (for Nashes) front- 
heel cutouts make long car easier to handle 


tight spots. 
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236-hp engine; all with it are now 4 holers. 






GOOD JOB of maintaining Packard identity 





































































claims to fame 


REASONS for Buick success are many, all 
stem from typically shrewd GM appraisal of 
what public wants. Century, revived in °54, 
has cut significantly into sales of Cousin 
Olds 88 with combination of power, style, 
smooth automatic. Super has hitherto offered 
mainly room and impressive bulk at its price, 
now has added big power boost, standard 
power steering to become first car in this 
field with it. Look for Dynaflow to become 
standard next year on Super. Resale value 
not high on any car in this class, but loss 
will be as slight with these 2 popularity 
queens as with any car. Combination of fea- 
tures is unique, makes best of GM standbys. 
Road Test (54 Century): Apr. ’54 MT. 
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LONG-TIME Chrysler owners will appre- 
ciate changes made to bring Windsor up to 
date style- and performancewise. It is now 
better buy for those wanting Chrysler name 
(and deserved reputation) at lowest possi- 
ble price, for '55 buyer pays no penalty 
over competitors in lack of performance or 
style. Depreciation should be lower than on 
previous Windsors. As before, car is same 
size as New Yorker, offers many of its luxury 
car features at lower price and with better 
fuel economy. Designed (when equipped with 
power features) for those wanting effortless 
driving. Trunk among most useful for travel- 
ing. Every Chrysler has factory undercoating, 
backup lights, wheel covers. 





DIFFERENTIATION between —_ Clipper, 
Packard cars still in progress; obvious de- 
sign similarity remains in effect. Definitely 
1 of ’55 cars that can claim entirely new 
model, with new body, chassis—especially on 
Clipper Custom—and engine. Still retains 
certain conservative dignity despite individual 
design features as modern as any. Low Pack- 
ard resale value in recent years may undergo 
gradual change with modernization of prod- 
uct; prospective buyer should not count on 
this, should pick car if he plans to keep it 
some years (good durability bet, incidental- 
ly). Soft ride qualities of 2 lower-priced 
Clipper series are not same as Clipper Cus- 
tom, whose ride is leveler, still soft. 





ANOTHER case of cars leaving usual price 
field, tho here only in performance aspect. 
New engine, coordinated Ultramatic trans- 
mission givé smoothness and response better 
than Hudson and Nash have ever had before. 
Resale value may not rise much percentage- 
wise even tho cars now much more in step 
with current trend. Currently listed in both 
plain and fancy models, Nashes and Hudsons 
may be hard to get without load of special 
accessories; on other hand, most buyers will 
want considerable extras with this tempting 
package. Nash and Hudson utility on trips 
will be upped because of more service facili- 
ties. Further details in Nash-Hudson merger 
story, page 10, this issue. 
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IN A CLASS ALONE (in this field) stands 
Kaiser’s long-stroke L-head 6; durable, thor- 
oughly conventional engine except for Mc- 
Culloch supercharger (only stock installation 
in U.S.). Blower cuts in only when you floor 
throttle, loafs at other times; lower end of 
engine was beefed up to take extra strain of 
supercharger; MT has received no complaints 
on dependability, sometimes a blower prob- 
lem. Other changes from earlier Kaiser en- 
gines (unsupercharged Special is no more) 
include larger valves, free-breathing mani- 
fold, 2-throat carburetor. To appreciate blow- 
er’s effect, note that 140 hp comes from small 
(226-cubic-inch) engine not formerly noted 
for performance. Economy good. 


SAME AS Super 88 engine, 98's powerplant 
represents years of improvement, discreet hop- 
ping up from first Olds V8. Has usual fea- 
tures: overhead valves, oversquare bore /stroke 
ratio, hydraulic valve lifters, high compres- 
sion head (8.5 to 1), digesting only Ethyl. 
Engine’s high economy potential not realized 
in Series 98 (see next column). Unusual 
durability record removes any guesswork 
from choice of this engine. Carbon may need 
removal at frequent intervals. While all new 
engines thrive on toughest quality detergent 
oil (but only if used from birth), its use 
will pay off particularly here, where com- 
plicated valve mechanism needs tender lov- 
ing care more than in simpler L-heads. 


ADVANTAGE over less impressive Super 
no longer extends to underhood compart- 
ment; with 236 hp it seems unnecessary. 
Highest U.S. compression ratio (9 to 1) 
may lead to knocks in back country travel. 
No optional head available on 70 Series 
(Dynaflow standard). Vertical overhead 
valves, 4-barrel carburetor, 330 foot-pounds 
torque. Not best setup in field for fuel 
economy, but excellent bore/stroke ratio 
(most oversquare of any large engine) for 
long engine wear. Engine compact and light 
for its power; has larger cooling system than 
other Buicks with this engine. Hydraulic 
valve lifters, 12-volt ignition. Record of quiet, 
dependable service. 


FLAT-OUT performance queen and undis- 
puted fuel economy champion of luxury car 
class (it’s better than many smaller cars in 
fuel mileage), Cadillac has not needed to 
make many changes in excellent V8 engine. 
Engine follows older GM pattern (rather 
than lightweight, compact design of Buick, 
Chevrolet V8), with ample cubic inches 
(331), slightly oversquare bore/stroke ra- 
tio, 250 horsepower in most models. Eldo- 
rado engine has 270, develops same torque 
(345 foot pounds) but at higher engine 
speed (3200 rpm instead of 2800); use 2 
carburetors of 4-barrel type instead of 1 on 
other models. Note absence of optional 
heads, other extras. Dual exhausts. 







































































chassis 


POWER STEERING (optional) novel sy 





up; 3 turns, not overly strong boost gj ad 
response like many imported sports cary cept f 
wandering tendency, need for constant atte senge 
tion make highway travel tiring. Wheel. a ot 
transmitted vibration eliminated. Withoug tun! 
power steering, car truly hard to steer. Brake as 
excellent. Ride soft, has tendency to sid ible 
sway and bottom at high speeds. Hydg feetru 
Matic and overdrive both optional, 3-spep ous 
transmission standard. Hydra-Matic, as wit lates: 
many 6s, not smoothest combination, but ger iach 
willing response (like overdrive) at plane- 
speed. Despite soft ride, car gives good sep ie E 
sation of communion with road, feels not up Sasi 
like either Studebakers or Fords in this bulky. 





SAME as 88s in many respects, 98s are mon] TAKE 
nearly true luxury cars. Greater length (by (espec 


inches, to 212), long wheelbase (126), long inside: 
overhang, lower numerical axle ratio, greatell rear e; 
weight (3864 pounds) give less economy escier 
and maneuverability, approximately equi wen 
performance. Car theoretically available witht entire! 
out Hydra-Matic, would be difficult to reseé eats 7 
Power steering of part-time GM variety nel 4 door 
essary for easy handling. Roadability not ds, wi 
good as 88s. because of long tail. Brakes and tet pos 
many other chassis features interchange 

: pp great 
with smaller models. Low-pedal power b Renece 






























take little pressure and have permanent emer) 
gency provision. Chassis actually falls belo 
88s in best modern engineering. 


of body 
plan to 
88 sati: 
MINOR EXCEPTIONS to Super chassis i GILDE 
clude standard Dynaflow (conventional t fem S 
mission not available), very slightly greatel Baices 
height, some 100 pounds more weight, lag iveller 
er tires (8.00x 15), larger brakes. Heavie 3 (s 
coil springs used on all 4 wheels. Chassis h ally sa 
torque tube drive, utilizes weight af waditic 
sheer beef to provide hefty, solid feel o bessor 
highway. Cornering ability not up to mo dange 
modern designs. Optional power brakes i ner 
proved: simpler design (no longer use elé sdjustm 
tric booster), retain pivot-on-right-heel pri wp, opt 
ciple with raised brake and accelerator pedal Tiecice 
GM power steering standard as on mo Double- 
cars in class; necessary driver effort variab ‘ 

. emplifie 
road feel good at higher speeds. itd co, 


FURTHER example of GM standardizatio 
satisfactory 129-inch wheelbase chassis wif 
3.36 to 1 rear axle now used for every md 
el except 60 Special and big 8-passengt 
sedans. Hydra-Matic standard on all; smool 
er shifts this year with traditional fuel eco 
omy and quick response. Soft ride, ste 
on straight roads, not up to Lincoln 0 
Packard in fast turns. GM power steeril 
standard; feels similar to very easy convé 
tional setup but does have variable need fag 
driver pressure. Power brakes optional; 

like some other GM cars, have high ped 

that sacrifices ability to pivot from accelég” 
ator for safety in case of no-boost 
Much soundproofing, evident high qualify 


ls. Mat 
% comp 
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bodies 





ALWAYS 1 of MT’s favorite cars in looks 
department, Kaiser is unchanged for '55 ex- 
cept for optional wire wheels. Driver and pas- 
sengers sit low, relaxed, with vision equal 
to other top cars but from lower angle. 
"Trunk suffers from rakish deck line, tho 
akSE jong objects go in easily. Only sedan avail- 
“Bable this year. Beautiful padded dash with 
instruments in hooded nacelle, all visible 
through recessed-hub wheel with horn bar 
instead of ring. Attractive interiors with 
much plastic trim, including headliner. Air- 
i plane-type heater-vent controls excellent in 
use. Enormous legroom. All 4 fenders visible 
to driver; tho car is long, does not seem 
bulky. Big tail lights visible from side. 








re MORETAKE a smaller Olds body, stretch it out 
? (by 9 (especially in the tail), finish it superlatively 
») , longs inside; you then have a 98 body. Stretched 
Sreatell rear end makes parking harder, long trips 
CONOMH easier with bigger trunk (unencumbered 
! gq even with air conditioning, which is now 
le with entirely cowl-mounted ) . Electric windows and 
> Festi seats available. Newest body style (Holiday 
ety MH {-door) comes in 98 as well as smaller mod- 
NO Mids, will someday supplant 4-door with cen- 
kes nif ter post in most lines; tapered center post of 
ngea@ great strength makes connection with roof 
rb unnecessary. Worth consideration (on basis 
it Emit of body quality) by some buyers who might 
s belo plan to pay more, impractical if 88 or Super 
88 satisfy your family’s needs. 
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trim distinguishes Roadmaster 
fom Super inside and out. Interiors (10 
Steak choices) rival florid foreign creations; finish 


it, late excellent. Body styles (like Super) limited 
Heava t0 3 (sedan, hardtop, convertible), are basi- 
ssi Mlcally same as lower-priced series. Buick air 
a « wnditioning still uses trunk-mounted com- 
feet “[ptessor, has upped cooling capacity; due for 
© MMI change to cowl-mounted unit in near future. 
kes Power windows, automatic horizontal seat 
a Z . fidjustment standard on convertible and hard- 


top, optional on sedan. Interior room almost 
Ped#*Jidentical with Super series and Cadillac 62. 
a MMPDouble-thick foam rubber seat padding ex- 
‘aria™™templifies Buick emphasis on old-fashioned 
solid comfort instead of new-fangled gadgets. 





izatiOwiDE, LONG GM “C” body, introduced 
1S We past year and shared with Buick Super and 
ry ~ BRoadmaster, has minor changes. Sweeping 


_ airve of hardtop roof extended to all mod- 
aa j*8. Materials and finish fine quality, design 


steal’ Components lags behind. Example: some 
hard-to-read instruments, gas fumes enter 


cola _Ktiver's window, glove compartment too far 
eal tom driver. Unsurpassed luxury feel when 
eed f ding. Air conditioning optional, power seats 
val; ui windows standard on some models, op- 
. a tonal on others. Regular heat-vent system 
acceleqpensive but worth it: uses conduits and 


‘Agilles in doors to carry air to rear compart- 
ent, provide circulation without drafts. 
long, distinctive tail end a parking problem. 















claims to fame 


NOT A GOOD SELLER, as everyone knows, 
this Kaiser may be the last; Kaiser-Wil- 
lys is doing very well in commercial vehicle 
field; this most expensive product may soon 
be dropped. If you qualify in 1) wanting 
distinctive car with details unavailable else- 
where, 2) planning to keep it a long time, 
3) knowing what you want without being 
swayed by mob psychology (which tends 
baselessly to ridicule Kaiser cars), don’t fear 
buying 1. Perhaps top car in elusive quality 
of never being taken for granted by owners; 
this is due to many small goodies, 1 of few 
completely distinctive designs on market. 
Service not serious problem. Road test (’54 
Manhattan): Sept. ’54 MT. 


a pos 


DREAM CAR of thousands, 98 is undenia- 
bly attractive, commands premium price when 
compared with 88s but is relative bargain 
when compared with cars in highest price 
group. Like many extra-well-finished models, 
has high depreciation to match high first 
cost, should be bought on basis of not trad- 
ing at end of first year. MT’s testers prefer 
smaller models for handling qualities. Choice 
of car against others in field depends also 
on whether interior dimensions of basic 88 
body suit your needs: they’re not skimpy, 
but also not up to several others. Service no 
problem, since basic 88 parts used in most 


cases. Road test: (98 does not differ much 


from Super 88): ’54 Super 88, June ’54 MT. 
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large hunk of automobile without too large 
cost. Noteworthy for sheer comfort rather 
than engineering innovations. All-new ap- 
pearance in '54 has been little changed, but 
"55 distinguishable by new grille, minor 
trim. Depreciation of any other car in group 
suffers by comparison to Cadillac; Roadmas- 
ter better than some others. Smoothness of 
Dynaflow still ahead of shift-type automatics 
(now used on all other cars in this class), 
eminently suitable to luxury car; free-rolling 
characteristics plus heavy weight of Road- 
master eliminate much engine braking, 
should be tested by potential drivers for 
personal reaction. Many repeat sales. 


TOP BUY in luxury class by standard of 
resale value, which alone in group remains 
(for at least first year) very close to sug- 
gested retail price when new. Delivered price 
in your town may be considerably higher 
than base price of stripped car: high de- 
mand for Cadillacs makes possible repeated 
sales of showroom models with every con- 
ceivable accessory. Fuel economy far ahead 
of others in luxury group, will drop slightly 
from earlier models because 3.07 axle has 
changed to 3.36; note Lincoln has done ex- 
act opposite. Other makes have had hard 
time attaining quiet solidity of riding in a 
Cadillac. Performance better than most other 
cats. Road test (’54): July ’54 MT. 


WELL WORTH comparing if you want 


medium-price class 


MANHATTAN 4-door sedan $2670. 
ACCESSORIES: Hydra-Matic $178, ove:- 
drive $106, radio $89, heater $68, power 
steering $131. 


oe d 


98 4-door sedan $2833, 2-door hardtop 
$3069, 4-door hardtop $2864*, Starfire 
convertible $3275. (* List price; does not 
include excise tax, delivery, or handling 
charges.) 

ACCESSORIES: See prices under Oldsmo- 
bile 88 and Super 88. 


high-price class 


ROADMASTER 4-door sedan $3349, 2-door 
hardtop $3453, convertible $3552. 
ACCESSORIES: See prices under Buick Spe- 
cial. Dynaflow and power steering stand- 
ard on Roadmaster models. 





SERIES 62 4-door sedan $3977, hardtops 
$3882 and $4305, convertible $4448, El- 
dorado convertible $6286. SERIES 60 4- 
door sedan $4728. SERIES 75 8-passenger 
sedan $6187, 8-passenger Imperial sedan 


$6402. 

ACCESSORIES: Hydra-Matic standard on 
all models, power package (Eldorado en- 
gine) $161, radio $132*, heater $129*, 
power steering standard on all models, 
power brakes $48*, power seat $54, and 
$70*, power windows $106, air condition- 
ing $620. (* Standard on Eldorado.) 
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PERFORMER of Chrysler line is FirePow- 
ered New Yorker Deluxe with discreetly im- 
proved engine (up 70 hp since ‘51 intro- 
duction with 180). Retains hemispherical 
combustion chambers with central sparkplugs, 
has 8.5 to 1 compression ratio for 55; com- 
pany no longer recommends regular fuel. 
Full-flow oil filter as on all Chryslers. New 
4-barrel carburetor uses 2 accelerator-con- 
trolled primary throttles for ordinary driving; 
for high speed driving or fast accelera- 
tion, 2 secondary throttles are vacuum con- 
trolled thru diaphragm connected to primary 
venturis. Venturi vacuum not high enough to 
open secondary throttles till primary ones 
more than halfway open. 


EFFORT to make Imperial separate line 
from other Chrysler products now coming ‘o 
flower, sees car still using excellent Fire- 
Power engine of New Yorker models. Chrys- 
ler engineers have recorded more than 400 
hp from basic FirePower engine; since it 
shows no problems in owner service, Imperial 
should continue to use it for some time. Ef- 
ficient hemispherical combustion chambers 
with centered sparkplugs (awkward to re- 
move), double rocker arm shaft for each 
head. Engine now has 250 horsepower, 8.5 
to 1 compression ratio; Bore and stroke 3.81 
by 3.63, piston displacement 331 cubic 
inches; both same as Cadillac. Automatic 
secondary throttles cut in when needed. 


“ENGINEER’S FINE CAR” improved in 
unspectacular but satisfying ways for '55. 
Engine now puts out 225 hp (numericaily 
lowest in class, but no one’s apologizing for 
it). Bore is up to nearly 4 inches, displace- 
ment to 341 cubic inches, compression ratio 
to 8.5. Intake manifold passages 10 per cent 
larger, give better fuel mixture distribution. 
New high-lift cam gives smoother idle. Sec- 
ondary barrels of 4-barrel carburetor rede- 
signed for better hot or cold starts. New 
open wedge combustion chamber eliminates 
kidney-shaped section, keeps octane require- 
ment within bounds. Redesigned hydraulic 
tappets eliminate clicks when starting. Dual 
exhausts standard. 


EXCEPT that factory’s last straight 8 ('54) 
and first V8 (’55) are both largest-displace- 
ment U.S. engines, they have virtually noth- 
ing in common. Old 212-horsepower L-head 
finally lost out to new V8. It is industry’s 
most powerful, however you look at it: for 
the stock line, it has 260 hp; for special 
Caribbean convertible, 275. General design 
is that of other new V8s, with short stroke, 
overhead valves, hydraulic lifters; has 355 
foot pounds of torque, uses 12-volt elec- 
trical system, serves to put Packard on equal 
footing (or better) with other luxury cars. 
Dual exhaust lets it live up to potential. 
Packard uses partial-flow oil filter instead of 
full-flow type of most other makers. 


chassis 


POWERFLITE, unchanged from last year 
except for new position of selector lever, 
standard on all models. Dash-mounted s¢ 
lector is unlighted, succeeds in avowed pur 
pose to take it away from driver since he 
uses it so little (no advantage to manual 
choice of LOW range; automatic throttle kick 
down accomplishes same purpose). Power 
brakes standard equipment, have high, wide 
pedal more conducive to left-foot braking 
than to right-heel pivoting. Super-easy, no 
feel power steering optional. Larger tires 
(8.00x15) than on Windsor models despite 
many chassis similarities; also lower numeti- 
cal ratio for rear axle (3.36 to 1). Ride soft 
and smooth, needs less body lean. 


BIGGER than New Yorker models, chassis 
of Imperial has 130-inch wheelbase, big 
8.20x15 tires, general beefing up to carry 
car’s greater length and weight. PowerFlite 
transmission, with easy, smooth automatic 
shift, standard equipment. Power brakes stand- 
ard; also Chrysler-made coaxial full-time 
power steering; makes driving utterly ef- 
fortless, divorces driver from much feel of 
car. Wider tread gives surprisingly good 
roadability for such soft ride, but does not 
approach that of Lincoln or new Packard 
with torsion bar suspension. All models u# 
dercoated at factory. Larger Crown Imperial 
offers 8-passenger sedans, has disc brake 
(watch for them on other Chrysler products). 


LONG OVERDUE revival of automatic cha 
sis lubrication (some foreign cars have never 
given it up) comes first on Lincolns (and 
Mercurys). Multi-Luber (optional) lubricates 
all 11 points with press of dashboard but 
ton, flashes green light to show job is done 
Needs 1 can lubricant every 225 days. Hy 
dra-Matic abandoned, supplanted by Lincoln 
built Turbo-Drive (standard); essentiallyy? 
heavy-duty version of other Ford-built auto 
matics, with very smooth shifting and auto 
matic kickdown to low gear in DRIVE range. 
Lincoln-pioneered ball-joint suspension gives 
top roadability, less pillowy ride than othe 
in group. New rear axle ratio 3.07 for bet 
ter economy. Wider rear tread. 


HEADLINING new chassis features is first 
modern U.S. torsion bar suspension, using 
2 full length (nearly 9 feet) torsion bats 
in place of front coils and rear leaf 

and giving phenomenally level ride. Short 
er torsion bars operate uncanny load 
pensator, which causes rear end of car @ 
rise mysteriously immediately after 

load hits either seat or trunk. Improved 
matic standard on all Packards; driver 
selects 1 of 2 DRIVE ranges, something 
Hydra-Matic but selection affects lower 
tios; according to choice, car does or 

not use low gear in this range; 
ranges use unaided torque converter 
follow with mechanical lockup. 
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bodies 


SAME SHELL as on lesser Chryslers, but with 
even more expensive trim, exotic fabrics. 
New sports car effect in interior decoration, 
with round, easily read dials in front of 
driver, wrap-around windshield with better 
upward view than many, visible fenders and 
low hood. Special attention to trunk: full 
lining, easy-lift hood, gas tank filler hidden 
behind spare tire. Doors have snap-out han- 
dles of Exner-designed, Ghia-built cars. 
Grille and side 2-tone trim differentiate cars 
from others in Chrysler line. Bodies blanket- 
ed with variety of sound and weather insula- 
tion. New heating system mounted on dash, 
reduces clutter in engine compartment; de- 
froster covers full windshield curve. 


a 
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SHARING only some basic outlines with 
Chrysler models, Imperials have distinctive 
egg-crate grille, no hood ornament, have 
dropped microphone-type tail lights which 
did not make hit with public. Interiors fea- 
ture luxury items as standard, including 4- 
way power front seat, electric windows, more 
than 170 individual coil springs in each seat 
(plus thick foam rubber). Only 2 body 
styles, hardtop and 4-door sedan, in regular 
line; huge 8-passenger models in even more 
limited production. Interior full of small 
map, courtesy lights, individual cigarette 
lighters and ashtrays. Second to none in small 
and large luxury features, quality of all com- 
ponents. Trunk large, well lined. 
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CANTED light housings front and rear plus 
new, 8-inch-longer quarter panel make car 
look bigger. Lincoln continues successful 
body design started in "52, due for change 
in 56. Air conditioning, power windows, 4- 
way power seat (also Lincoln innovation) 
optional. Body carries out overall theme of 
luxury without excessive bulk, gives ample 
foom in all models with closer-coupled feel- 
ing in sedans than customary in luxury cars. 
low, short hood, high seating position 


makes car among easiest big ones for small 
person to drive. Lincoln has not adopted 
wrap-around windshield; vision does not suf- 
fer. Ingenious 2-stage door checks make en- 
ttance easier in narrow confines. 








itional craftsmanship into trio. In addi- 


tition, cars are thoroughly modernized, with 


hooded headlights, wrap-around windshields, 
Btone color schemes second to none in 
Kramatics. Usual power options (seat, win- 


Kows) available on all. Entirely new feel to 


interior, with handsome dash, more vision, 
even higher fenders and lower hood than on 
ious models. More. than little modern 
lassic feel in various attributes of car: cour- 
lights flood ground beside opening 











ite than on '54s. 



















































claims to fame 


OLD CUSTOMERS should find resale value 
on ’55 New Yorkers going up with new 
styling, obvious resemblance to Chrysler ex- 
perimental cars. Odd combination of virtues 
appealing to older buyers (chairlike seats, 
wide vision, excellent ride, durability) with 
acceleration and top speed among very best. 
Not content with this, limited-production, 
300-hp New Yorker hardtop will be avail- 
able (see page 57). Note continued Chrysler 
study of small details that mean much: 2- 
turn window winders; high, wide doors for 
easy entrance and exit; shock absorbers test- 
ed for sturdiness as inadvertent jack pads; 
these make a car blessedly free from minor 
irritations, are responsible for happy owners. 


ee 


CAMPAIGN for entirely separate line of 


cafs not over; many features common to 
other Chrysler products still evident, but 
Imperial shows handwork, individual atten- 
tion to detail impossible with strictly mass 
production car. Every Imperial now gets 2 
road tests before leaving factory for dealer's 
showroom. Economy will be unexceptional, 
except that car should be as free from repairs 
over long period as any built in U.S. Re- 
sale value, like all others in this group ex- 
cept Cadillac, not high percentage of first 
cost. Nonetheless, Imperial’s prestige is high, 
as suits obvious quality. Good choice for 
topmost comfort in conservative driving; 
performance not No. 1, but up with leaders. 





prepared for (MT, Jan. 55) have been due 
to roadability unsurpassed for this class in- 
stead of highest horsepower; Lincoln has 
had no peer in sticking to road, but '55 tor- 
sion-bar-suspended Packard could qualify. 
Perhaps best choice (with power steering and 
brakes) when husband wants rugged car he 
can drive hard, wife wants ease of handling 
plus manageable size. New transmission gives 
more smoothness than '54 Hydra-Matic. Lin- 
coln importantly different from other luxury 
cars, should be driven by all buyers in field. 
Resale value has climbed since introduction 
of 52 models, does not approach Cadillac 
figure. Road test (54 Capri): Aug. ’54 MT. 
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ROAD BACK has begun for time-honored 
Packard, with 1) merger with more radical 
Studebaker, 2) advertising emphasis on fine- 
car tradition, 3) this year’s models. Depreci- 
ation has been burden to Packard owners in 
past few years if they traded often; how- 
éver, body lines, high quality have made for 
contentment with models several years old. 
Economy should be new-found Packard vir-. 
tue with more efficient V8; you can pick 
the performance and economy you want 
(within reason) because of tailor-made 
rear axle ratios (3.07, 3.23, 3.54, in any 
model). This car has roadability to chal- 
lenge or even better Lincoln, ride that ap- 
proaches softness of Imperial and Cadillac. 
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WINS in Mexican Road Race, though well 





high-price class 
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CUSTOM 4-door sedan $3563, hardtop 
$3666. CAPRI 4-door sedan $3752, hardtop 
$3910, convertible $4072. 

ACCESSORIES: Turbo-Drive standard on all 
models, radio $131, heater $121, power 
steering $129, power brakes $43, 

seat and power windows $178, air condi- 
tioning $621. 
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PATRICIAN 4-door sedan $4040. . “400” 


prices not available at 
ACCESSORIES: See prices under Clipper. 
standard on all Packard models. 
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HE MAJOR CONSIDERATION in buy- 

ing any car is to deal with a reputable 
dealer. Most automobile manufacturers make 
honest efforts to award franchises to trust- 
worthy, solvent agencies and make frequent 
audits to be sure that the agencies remain 
solvent. Unfortunately many businesses be- 
come bankrupt, and automobile agencies are 
no exception. Consider the case of a steel 
worker who sold his automobile to a dealer 
in exchange for a $1200 credit slip to be 
applied toward the purchase of a new car. 
The agency went into bankruptcy and the 
steel worker was left with a credit slip not 
worth the paper it was printed on. 

The reputation of a dealer for solvency, 
service, and honesty is as important as any- 
thing else in making your purchase. The 
guarantee of a bankrupt or a dishonest dealer 
is almost no guarantee at all. An honest deal- 
ef can save you many hundreds of dollars 
in the long run even though a more attractive 
deal is offered by a fly-by-night. 

Assume that you have a 1947 Buick to trade 
in on a new car. Don’t jump into a pur- 
chase merely because dealer “A” offers you 
$600 as a trade-in allowance whereas dealer 
“B” offers you $400. Check further and com- 
pare the asking prices of the new car. Most 
factories suggest a retail price for the new 
cars. These are suggestions to the dealer 
only and there is nothing to prevent the deal- 
er from pricing the new car at a figure higher 
than the suggested price. Dealer “A” may 
have offered $200 more for your trade-in but 
he may also be asking $300 more for the 
new car. Before making any purchase, check at 
least 5 agencies for the retail price of the 
model you wish to purchase. 

Most buyers are misled by the amount of- 
fered for the used car trade-in. In addition to 
variance in retail prices there are variances 
in fees and expenses charged by dealers in 
selling the same brand of automobile. Some 
dealers tack on a “service” charge, while 
other dealers will perform the same service 
at no extra cost to you. This may take the 
form of a delivery and handling charge, or 
it may be received by the dealer, unknown 
to the purchaser, in the form of an under- 
the-counter rebate from the finance company 
or the insurance company. 

Finance and insurance rates are also vari- 
able. We have pointed out many times in 
MOTOR TREND the millions of dollars that are 
gouged from the buying public each year in 
the form of excessive interest rates. A 2 per 
cent difference in interest on the purchase of 
a new car financed over a 24- or 30-month 
period can easily amount to hundreds of 
dollars, and you can be sure that if the in- 
terest rate you are paying is higher than the 
average interest rate in your locality, the 
finance company and the dealer have a nice 
working agreement to share a part of your 
paycheck during the life of your contract. 

Most dealers offer to insure the new car 
at the time of purchase and as an inducement 


32 MOTOR TREND/MARCH 1955 


bear traps for buyers 


to the purchaser offer to include the insur- 
ance premium in the contract so it is payable 
with the monthly installment payments rath- 
er than in a lump sum. Of course, the pur- 
chaser pays interest on the insurance premium 
in this transaction. Check the offered rates 
very carefully. You may find a great dis- 
crepancy in the premium in that the dealer 
may request $125 premium for a $50-de- 
ductible policy while competitive companies 
may offer the same policy at a $75 premium. 
Another cute trick sometimes used consists 
of this: The dealer insures the new car and 
charges the purchaser the premium. The deal- 
er then cancels the insurance on the trade-in, 
receives the rebate on the cancellation and 
pockets the money instead of refunding it to 
the purchaser. Finally, the dealer and the 
finance company are interested in protecting 
the contract and the automobile, not the pur- 
chaser. The purchaser leaves with the belief 
that the car is completely covered—and the 
car may be—but the purchaser is not. Many 
dealers are not in a position to offer proper- 
ty damage and public liability insurance and 
it is not written into the contract. The buyer 
may think he is covered, when in reality he 
is driving without insurance. 

Check your existing policy carefully. It 
probably provides that the insurance afforded 
will cover any vehicle purchased for a period 
of 30 days if that vehicle is a substitute for 
the insured car and if the purchaser gives 
prompt notice to the insurance company of 
the transaction and pays the additional re- 
quired premium, if any. 

A scheme used by a few unscrupulous 
dealers consists of accepting the premium for 
$50-deductible and comprehensive insurance 
on the new car. The dealer then insures the 
car with a policy providing for $100 de- 
ductible and fire, theft, and “combined addi- 
tional coverage.” These policies cost much 
less, give the purchaser much less protection, 
and give the dealer a few extra dollars. 

A vicious practice, surprisingly good for 
thousands of dollars to some dealers, is 
worked as the innocent “I forgot” gag. Most 
salesmen are instructed to have the prospec- 
tive purchaser sign an order blank for the 
new car and to accompany the order blank 
with a deposit of a nominal sum such as $50 
or $75. If you are asked to accompany your 
order with a nominal sum such as this in- 
stead of the usual check for one-third of the 
purchase price, BEWARE! Thousands of 
buyers pay the salesman $50 in cash and 
wait in the outer office while the salesman 
ostensibly gets approval of the order from 
the sales manager. After a wait of a few min- 
utes the salesman emerges from the office 
of the sales manager and announces that the 
deal has been accepted. In the ensuing ex- 
citement consisting of, among other things, 
the signing of numerous documents, the con- 
tract is executed, the down payment made, 
delivery taken, and the purchaser forgets the 
original deposit. Rest assured it is divided 
between the salesman and the “house.” 

Many states require that the registered 
owner of an automobile remain legally liable 


for any accidents until the division of mot 
vehicles is notified that the car has beg 
sold and is to be registered in the name 


another person or firm. Almost all stat 


have forms to be used to notify the depa 
ment. Notification is more important th 
delivery. Assume you trade your car in 

do not notify the department. After an 
cident occurs you are sued as registered o 
er. The insurance company will attempt 


avoid liability on the ground that you we 
not owner of the car at the time of the acl 


dent. Regardless of how trustworthy ¢ 
dealer is, mistakes occur. Avoid litigation } 
personally notifying your state department 
motor vehicles of the transaction. 

With competition as keen as it is tod 
bootlegging practice is 
throughout the country. A bootlegger is 
nonauthorized dealer who generally sells 
new car at a discount. The purchase of a ¢ 
from a bootlegger is a very dangerous pf 
tice. Manufacturers will not stand behi 


very prevalenm 


| 


their guarantees if the car is purchased from 


a bootlegger and this is very understand 
because manufacturers are diligently atten 
ing to stamp out bootlegging practices. 
addition, many bootleggers disconnect 
speedometer cable and sell a current mo 
as a new car, when in reality it is a y 
car. Bootleggers are sharp—make no mist 
about that. We know of one who promin 
ly displays the name of a well-known m 
followed by the words “Authorized Deale 
If the sign is carefully inspected a purch 


very small letters above the words “Auth 
ized Dealer.” 

Unless you pay cash for your car, 
contract balance will be secured by means 
a conditional sales contract or a chattel me 
gage. In either event bear in mind that 
you miss payments you will miss your 
Most contracts provide that if the car is 
possessed, any additions such as whitew 
radio and heater belong to the finance cd 
pany. You can also be sure that suit wi 
entered against you for a deficiency judgr 
after repossession. The moral is simpl 
you cannot meet your payments as and 
due, don’t buy the car, because in addit 
to losing your investment you are buying 
lawsuit. Legitimate finance companies will ¢ 
operate to help you over a rough spot. Th 
companies interested in a “fast buck” 
divest you of your property or will add 
orbitant charges at a rate so fast your bh 
will spin. 

Finally, because this is tax time, if 
use your car for business, consult your l@ 
accountant or tax expert before buying 
new car. You may find it very advantage 
from a tax standpoint to sell your used ¢ 
to dealer “A” and to purchase a new 
from dealer “B.” Loss on the trade-in of 
used car cannot be claimed as a deducti 
loss on the sale of a used car (exceeding 
amount claimed as depreciation) can 
claimed as a deduction. A careful check 
the tax laws may save you hundreds of 4 
lars in the long run in this respect alone. 








specifications 


here’s how they compare 








>f mot 


las 


name 0 


ll state 


» dep 


ant th 














4004 Uj—2)3419 Suyusny 


eesecessaaaaasssoosseveysssasseseyssuasesesesyesasesssecsseeesseeses 
























































ENGINE 


wt a 2a 
s—|.= 49M0dg OOOO 09 9 OOO OOD DOOM NOON OOOOH OOHS «eae TOMMECCAGD MONMNLDONOONLHOL®LECqOMMMO 
z eees | TLL EL TE TOMONHTTAMMIMVMIMAIGAATECHIUIMOMTLOHUMMGOGHGHSHAIHEMETTOHMMMNETECLECCeCs 
a 
<<< cI MmMaaaoeooe naott AMM << ANMS MM Bnwne Selected <1. badadetedes 
Oo 2F 533 je2quBYyrow LwwnZESENnoannoor Toor ooaseenneeeeseZZoneoodreveteneserewoonaaatiewecan 
i 44610H 1124040 SSSSSSTSSSSSSSSSSSSSISSSsSSUASSSIVssesasssRVeesslaassUsssscceRgnccek 
“ 4IPIM 1124249 RESSSSSSEKKTRKRRRRRLRRLRRRRRRRRRRRRRR OL SRELSRRRRK SRERRRERERRRESSERERE 
ooo QMO NMDONANNN eyo CTs oo 
4s6uey 1194240 RRRRERRASSSSSSRERRRRRRRRSSSELRARRRSNLES SARS HARRRE REAR RRRRERESRSSSESE 
Zz Poesy sOPIM SISSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSASSRSASSAISSSSISSSISSRSSSSo>SSSSssSSSSRSRSSEEqRs 
w omaieoum | RRARSSREES LTS RENNGRRRERESESETTREESRSESNA A Ss = RNRSNNRNNSSSSNRESSES REE 
rom suicdias | BESS Ren Seem Rasa eee se ReRReee eer gene sseSeeSse gece seceeessSceeeees 
? wBiom suddus | SSLSSSS So SeR Rees 88 BRSeheSess BRE EEEBTT ET & 
~ suowoiny | 55 SBSRSSSRSSTRRARIRIZINE HE HRRLES FERS EeA 022s SAYEERIEISNE nBTIG « 
a £2 £9 OF 69 © OF 9 DED ODODE MMMM MMMM MMMMMMMMMMMMMMEMMMMAMMEAMAMslowen MAMMMMMMMMMMMe 
kos So ee = — 
seo eAlmPIOAO | SoSe0000~ 0°" <Fccoenn nF B88 ~~ we FF 0 << cB 8c 88 cae~~e-<ccce----<aqee SNS 
eas SSSSSSSSwE wv lel lnnevevressnnesetwewelSSZveZeelecewLesTezseeeedtsesacddadau 
Ipuowueaue) | emossestsh sh RcnooRoRRRBRRee~ Fk <~<cd— ehh SS--- <- S9SC CRRLKSSSRK-- OSE 
mmennz FFE MOE MOE OIMIOIGOGOGHGIMOCTECSCLEGCL IGG SSC SCL SE MOHGSS GGG Gwe nme ween 
<< ££ <“4<<4<<<<<<ccceee << << <<<< <<<< <<<<<< 
e1qD]}DAy R c<< 3 
o oo a ooqooocoqcoaoq0oqgq00000 oo a0 oeaaa a oooo qaooaoaa 
vorssywsumay | cae © 99 O< So000000009006000 ©9 90 S000 O«c< 000«<<<S555055 
Coo¢€e€e€ ed eoOCcoocood 





sgsnnyxy jong 


sess 8 Sisso8eoSs8e8ooeoo8oo888 sesse8tse2o8escsssesss8issskescecesces 
2222>>>>222>2>2>2>22222>22>>> 22222>>22>2>2222222222>> 2>2222222222 





J@440q-y 40 ‘Z ‘| —40401NqGuDD 





— 








ONDY 49M0d/14B10M 


s a 
PERSE RRERKIR ATK SSSRARASA RSET TRARRIKSENALSSRRRS TAREE SRR SSS RRRS Ss 





suewernjdsig ‘uy ‘n>/dug 





ONDY UO}ssesdwo> 





"ul *N2—juEWe2rD;/dS1g UOISId 





RUSUSRRRRRRRARRASSRRREGENRRARAR SSSR SRST RN SS RASRASSS SRE RRRARSS SERRE 





e705 
8 2109 


= 


SUUecsoeURAGESSSRAAGGURGRERES2ISES2229320 5533259992899 99205333923 
o MMMMMMMMMMMMM MMMOMMMMM MMM; 





wda © *44-"4) 
—enbso, winwyxow 


ARSSRRRSANNRARTRAARKRRLAAKANKRKTLLRRLRKS RRRALRLRRAKRAAATLSAARAARSLS LASSE 


EEC MCLEE Ree eee ett 





speapun 
uf wea 
dyq wnaw)xow 








sueweBunssy ealPA 
8 sepuyjAd 


SadAAAAT SEULTHAfauasUas00 000 TEA Aa AUTLATOEHI Ea LTESERE ITT 











MAKE & MODEL 


is toda 


>revale 
ger is 





SERRS988 098 2990898898 09029 vv 8sPF ve 88Re soc TaRERE ENE Te 






6 Wasp w/Twin H Power. . 


@ Wasp’ 
& Hornet... 


ae 


(6 








oesese. 2 fay 
> . Sa >S 3 
Svea? sys 5 3 















new 


is, j-7.5 
engine available 


per model: 


e—43 with power steering, 
|—either 


nal on Sy; 


rd on Custom models, optio: 


|, d—41 with power steering, 
h conventional transmission, 


o—8.1 compression ratio optional, p—Monterey and Custom 


indai 


¢—3.23 and 3.54 optional 
k—8.4 compression ratio wit 
barrel optional 


|, h—4.4 optional, i—170 hp is sta 


. 


F—F-head, C—Conventional, OD—Overdrive, A—Automatic, NA—Not Available, @—Not Listed 


b—3.31 on air-conditioned car, 





with either model, m—7.5 compression ratio optional, n—4- 
station wagons have dual exhausts 


f—Two 4-barrel carburetors, g—4.1 optional 


O—Overhead valve, L—L-head, 
compression ratio with con 


a-—3 carburetors used, 


Notes: 
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buyers 





dynaflow 

Four-element torque converter with plane- 
tary gears. Forward speeds in DRIVE range: 
1. Features: A second “shift” is possible in 
the ’55 Dynaflow by a change in pitch (at 
full throttle) of the unit’s stator blades giv- 
ing an increase in multiplication ratio from 
2.1 to 1 (low stator angle) to 2.5 to 1 
(high stator angle). Twin turbine elements 
aid pickup; LOW available through manual 
selection only. Manual downshifts not rec- 
ommended over 40 mph. Quadrant reads 
PNDLR. Available on Buick. 


fordomatic 

Three-element torque converter with plane- 
tary gears. Forward speeds in DRIVE range: 
2 under normal acceleration, 3 at full throt- 
tle. Features: New this year (also on Merc- 
omatic and in the new Turbo-Drive) is the 
optional use of low gear in DRIVE range, 
giving transmission a maximum starting ra- 
tio of 5.0 to 1. Automatic downshift possible 
at speeds up to 64 mph. Quadrant reads 
PRNDL. Available on Ford. 


hydra-matic 
Fluid coupling with planetary gears. For- 
ward speeds in DRIVE range: 4 in first 
range, 3 in second range. Features: Wide 
range of gear ratios to meet varying needs. 


CeYe) ate) mil 
Tai Cem alii: b 


Safety-minded buyers will look for 
tail lights visible from the sides. 
Another type has provision for backup 
light. A good feature is exhaust outlet 
that carries off chrome-staining carbon 
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Driver may lock out fourth gear, giving ef- 
fective engine braking. Coupled to a high- 
geared rear axle for economy, it provides good 
performance with little of the slippage com- 
mon to most oil-coupled gearboxes. Auto- 
matic downshifts possible at speeds up to 
55-70 mph (varies with make and .model of 
car). Quadrant reads: N 4Dg LR. Available 
on Cadillac, Hudson, Kaiser, Nash, Oldsmo- 
bile, Pontiac, Willys. 


mercomatic 

Three-element torque converter with plane- 
tary gears. Features: Similar to Fordomatic. 
Automatic downshift possible at speeds up 
to 69 mph. Available on Mercury. 


powerflite 

Three-element torque converter with plane- 
tary gears. Forward speeds in DRIVE range: 
2. Features: Fewer parts and less weight 
than other automatics; High 2.6 to 1 torque 
multiplication ratio. Automatic downshift pos- 
sible at speeds up to 55 mph. Quadrant reads: 
RNDL (top to bottom). Available on Plym- 
outh, Dodge, DeSoto, Chrysler, and Imperial. 


powerglide 

Three-element torque converter with plane- 
tary gears. Forward speeds in DRIVE range: 
2. Features: Unchanged this year, Power- 
glide retains the use of low gear for added 
standing-start power in DRIVE. Flexible Low 
range. Automatic downshifts possible at speeds 
up to 40 mph. Available on Chevrolet. 





studebaker automatic drive 
Three-element torque converter with plane 
tary gears. Forward speeds in DRIVE range; 
3 in Champion and President series, 2 in 
Commander series. Features: Anti-creep de. 
vice (exclusive), direct-drive lockup abow 
18-21 mph. Automatic downshift possible # 
speeds up to 60-62 mph. Quadrant reads; 
PNDLR. Available on Studebaker. 


turbo-drive 

Three-element torque converter with plane 
tary gears. Features: Similar to Fordo- 
matic. Automatic downshifts possible at 
speeds up to 71 mph. Available on Lincoln. 


ultramatic 

Four-element torque converter with plane 
tary gears. Forward speeds in DRIVE range: 
3 in first range, 2 in second range. Features; 
Utilizing 2 turbine elements, the ‘55 unit 
incorporates a low gear in 1 DRIVE range. A 
direct-drive clutch locks pump and turbine 
sections into a solid drive for more cruising 
speed efficiency (lockup occurs at 15-5§ 
mph). Asttomatic downshifts possible at 
speeds up to 55 mph. The quadrant reads; 
PN «De LR. Available on Clipper, Hudson 
and Nash V8, and Packard. 


JUST AS YOU’VE LEARNED to compre} 
hend your car's engine, you should learn the} 
fundamentals and purposes of the transmis 
sion in your new car. Excepting the convert 
tional transmission, drive systems available 
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Full bumper and bumper guard (far 
left) afford excellent protection to the 
front fender. That new wrap-around 
parking light and turn signal installatié 
is a good no-bumps item, illustrates 

the small-but-important things to look 
for beneath the salesroom glitter 
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the new-car buyer are the three-speed trans- 
mission with overdrive, a fluid coupling, or a 
hydraulic torque converter. 

The Borg-Warner overdrive unit installed 
in U.S. cars is, of course, an accessory to the 
sandard transmission. A planetary gear sys- 
tem with a semi-automatic shift (manual 
“in-out” control plus an automatic kickdown 
to third gear), overdrive drops engine rpm 
toa point where, as the brochures say, “when 
your speedometer reads 60, your engine’s 
wrning over at 42 mph.” Overdrive’s cost is 
worthwhile if you put a great deal of open- 
road mileage on your car and want top fuel 
economy at high cruising speeds. Otherwise, 
you'll count its benefits in terms of reduced 
engine noise, the flexibility of an extra set of 
forward gears, and slightly lower maintenance 
costs (from reduced engine wear) over the 
lifetime of your car. 

The fluid coupling—it’s represented only by 
Hydra-Matic—is, oversimplified, a four-speed 
gearbox utilizing fluid (oil) to transmit 
engine torque ( “twist” exerted by the crank- 
shaft) through gears to the final drive and 
rear wheels. Shifting is done under engine 
power (as opposed to having to let up on 
the accelerator to effect a shift as with past 
semi-automatic, fluid-coupled transmissions, 
or with overdrive) by means of servos (hy- 
draulic control valves) and bands (brakes 
controlling various gear elements). The fluid 
coupling provides good performance, and 
economywise it’s a cross between conventional 
and overdrive, but it lacks the smoothness of 
the torque converter type of automatic. 





Don’t overlook that transmission 
quadrant when you’re new-car shopping. 
A new method can be strange at first, 
but go for a drive to try out the auto- 
matic, shift it manually, look for 
smoothness, silence between shifts; 
and be sure to try it going up 
and down your town’s worst hill 





The torque converter allows the same type 
of power-on shift, and its function, too, is to 
transmit torque to the final drive, but unlike 
the fluid coupling it multiplies the applied 
torque, giving infinitely variable drive ratios, 
and theoretically providing ideal gearing to 
meet any power demand or road speed condi- 
tions you may run into. 

In the descriptions of the torque conver- 
ters, you'll find the term “planetary gears”— 
the same type used in the overdrive trans- 
mission. These gearsets consist of a central 
or sun gear, surrounded by and meshed with 
planet gears revolving around the sun gear on 
a carrier; these gears, in turn, mesh with an 
outer annulus, or drum gear, which rotates in 
the same direction as the sun gear. By either 
holding or driving the different elements of 
the gearset in various combinations, torque is 
altered to give any of the positive gear 
ranges—LOW, DRIVE, REVERSE, OR NEUTRAL 
—available in the transmission. 

Torque converters primarily contain a driv- 
ing element (a pump or impeller driven by 
the engine’s flywheel) , a turbine element (the 
recipient of the applied oil flow), and a 
stator element (the basic multiplying device 
which increases the velocity of the oil directed 
toward the turbine from the impeller). Tur- 
bines, planetary gearsets, and other elements 
vary in number from one transmission to the 
next, as do the actions of the gears in the 
various transmissions. 

The converter’s main forte is smoothness. 
It’s a relatively quiet type of transmission (or 
it should be) whose faults are limited largely 
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here to stay 








to its inability to allow adequate engine brak- 
ing when coasting in gear, a poor economy 
rating, and lack of solid pickup. In all fair- 
ness, we must add that all of these factors have 
been — and are being — improved from year 
to year in myriad ways. 

Finally, there’s quadrant selection. 
PNDLR? PRNDL? What it means is this: 
with the PARK, NEUTRAL, DRIVE, LOW, RE- 
VERSE system, you'll be able to shift from 
LOW to REVERSE quickly, as when rocking the 
car out of mud or snow; you'll be able to slip 
into PARK (not all quadrants of this type 
have a “P” position) from DRIVE or NEU- 
TRAL without going through REVERSE. With 
the PRNDL quadrant, you'll suffer no tran- 
sition from a standard-type gearshift, for all 
ranges correspond to the positions in the old 
H pattern. (PowerFlite’ss NDLR_ panel- 
mounted quadrant is modified, but qualifies 
here.) In the PRNDL quadrant, you can 
shift from DRIVE to REVERSE without going 
through another forward gear. 

As you'd drive a new car for its feel, handle 
its transmission in a like manner. Shift up, 
shift down, — automatically and manually; 
shift from REVERSE to LOW and back again. 
But here’s a tip: when you’re at a standstill, 
keep a foot on the brake pedal when chang- 
ing ranges. Make this a habit, and the differ- 
ence between quadrant setups will become 
less important. 














You’re going to have to live with 
that new car, so don’t let anyone rush 
you. Instrument legibility can mean 
more pleasure, day or night. Some 
speedometers retain a needle pointer, 
others have semi-circular or horizontal 
red line indicators. Not all gauges are 
easy to read; look for the best setup 


CONTINUED 
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Low-set power brake pedal aids driving 
ease; indentation for milady’s heel adds 
that touch of finesse, makes pivoting 
from pedal to pedal a cinch. Consider 
your demands; can you open that door 
swith your arms full of packages? And 
soill it stay open, or knock you down? 


4 


If you delight in new Rube Goldbergs 
with a touch of practicality, look over 
the accessory list, consider things 

like an automatic chassis luber. Don’t 
overlook the trunk in any car. Are its 
hinges shielded to prevent damage to 
your luggage? Does the sill allow easy 
loading? Will the trunk mat take a beat- 
ing from occasional imprudent loads? 
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Overall effect can be missed in a search 
for details; photo at far left shows a 
much-desired feature — an anti-glare 
panel top that will relieve eye strain in 
bright-day driving. Those indentations 
the tray-like glove compartment door a 
handy when you’re having a Coke in 
car, might help you decide on this ma 


What's new about the engine? At left, 

a redesigned combustion chamber is 
behind an increase in horsepower, 
won’t add to tune-up costs. If you work 
on your own car, you’ll have an eye on — 
accessibility of “do-it-yourself” compo- 
nents. This engine layout makes battery, 
oil checks easy, aids ignition service __ 








Your family will appreciate helps like 
this outside-mounted courtesy light 
that goes on when the door opens. 
Tourists and traveling men will find 
new and ingenious luggage carriers, 
seats that fold to give room for bulky 
loads or turn your car into an over- 
night camp, other dual-purpose touches 


Sight thru mirror for rear blindspots; 
take note of that high rear fender 
line, a great aid in parking your new 
and probably wider car. Showroom 
“drives” like this can only tell you 
the car you may want. Don’t decide 
till you and your family have driven 
it enough to be sure 





look for the 
little things 


C tible s can tell you 

what to look for here: seats must be 
resistant to sun fading, water spots; 
check stitching, fit of top and top boot. 
Wide brake pedal can be used with left 
foot, is close to accelerator for 

hasty right-foot application. Floor 

mat below pedals should be rugged and 
scuff proof, yet easy to clean. Now’s 

the time to check seat adjustment 





Luxury isn’t confined to the most 
expensive cars; all the °55s have 

bright, easy-clean upholstery options. 
The new model may be foreign to your 
height or habits, but “try it on.” 

Look for windshield distortion, a vision- 
blocking mirror, a glare spot that was 
(or wasn’t) in the old model; go 

over option list for non-glare panel, 
new-type visor, other driving aids 
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TREMBLEY 


FRANK W. 


THE TWO PHOTOS BELOW illustrate 
what one Packard owner thinks the “1955 
car should look like.” Using a "52 Packard 
Patrician as a base for his customizing 
ideas, Gene Meek, of Ottumwa, Iowa, re- 
shaped the grille to give it the popular 
honeycomb effect. The outline originated 
from a '54 Nash Ambassador. The unusual 


light arrangement includes °51 Ford fog- 
lights at the bottom and parking or direc- 
tional signal lights in the center. The front 
bumper came from a ‘52 Chrysler New 
Yorker; the front fender tips are from a 
*51 Studebaker Commander, with the top 
sections reworked. Part of the hood sec- 
tion is from a "39 Ford trunk lid. For easier 


RIGHT OFF the showroom floor and i 
Helser’s Body Shop, of Zanesville, Ohig 
went this 1954 Cadillac Eldorado fof 
completely zany rear end treatment.” 
you follow this car, you may think you 
seeing double. But look closer and yow 
see that your eyes are all right, after al 
Extending thru the hubs of the side 
by-side-mounted spares are the ex 
stacks. Other changes: rear fenders 
now 10 feet long; hood and front fender 
have also been extended 1 foot, makin 
the overall length of this eye-stopper 2] 
feet 8 inches. The owner's initials 
mounted on a 5-inch center bar of th 
grille. A pushbutton on the dash operate 
the hydraulically actuated hood. Estimated 
value of the car with its 250-hp, gold. 
painted engine now stands at $20,000 


TWO YEARS AGO this Chevrolet con- 


vertible was customized, yet you'll immedi} § 


ately notice the similarity between it and 
the new '55 Chevy because of the now. 
familiar Ferrari-type grille. The honey. 
comb-effect metalwork has been recessed 
in a reshaped grille opening. A shaved 
hood has been recrowned slightly to give 
the car a longer, more massive’ look. The 
brow on the hooded headlights extends 
downward in a graceful arc to the forward 
edge of the side molding. The rest of th 
car remains unchanged, but the new fron 
end treatment, through its simplicity ol 
line, gives this custom (which, inciden- 
ally, originated in Florida) that extt 
something any owner may be proud of 


access to the trunk, Meek installed 2 flat 
tread pads on either side of the Coachcraft- 
mounted spare tire. Both pads are hinged, 
one concealing the gas filler cap and the 
other the rear deck latch. The car, painted 
white, has red highlights in the recessed 
areas around the headlights, the gri 

mesh, and the rim around the spare tite 





Chow’s on! You can work up an appetite watching the battling 
bombs, so do as the infielders do—take a pre-packed lunch 
(or cook it, as below) as a bracer for that long main event 


@ 


A bunch of bananas or a boa constrictor? Guess again. It’s the 
high-priced plumbing in a 300-SL. Find a car like this one with 
an 8000 rpm tach, and see if you can fathom engine’s innards 


The Compleat 
Road Race Watcher 


A Photo Story by Frank W. Trembley 


chcraft Here’s how you can spot a pure-bred meet: take a look at the We don’t advise you to get your head under there too, but 
hinged cars driven by participants and pit crews. Here, European-built when you can peek over a shoulder, you might pick up a hot 
cars lead the parking-strip parade by a substantial margin tuneup or repair tip that isn’t limited to racing machinery 


february 


20-27, Annual NASCAR Speed Week, Daytona 
Beach, Fla. 
_20-27, Universal Travel & Auto Sports Show, 
New York, N.Y. 
23-27, Fifth Annual National Autorama, State 
Armory, Hartford, Conn. 


march 


13, Grand Prix of Endurance, Sebring, Fla. 
13, SCCA Race, Palm Springs, Calif. 
20, SCCA Race, Gainesville, Fla. 


april 


2-3, SCCA Ohio 24 Rally, Akron. 
24, SCCA Race, Pebble Beach, Calif. 


The word isn’t as terse as “Pilots, man your planes,” but pre- Every effort is made to quote correct dates for 
events listed here. We suggest you check your 


ace intelligence passed along to these drivers will interest local club or newspaper before making final 
ou, too. To get in on the fun, get in on the shop talk Rais... 
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Pad S A SORT OF EDITORIAL NOTE 
4 before we jump headlong into our 

y MT Research report on the ‘55 Pontiac, 

: let’s correct erroneous impressions: The 

Pontiac is mot a big Chevy (in the sense 

of using the same body and an almost-the 

“= same engine). The top sections of the two 
= cars are the same (for reducing tooling 
Position of pendulum-type brake pedal costs), but everything else (including 
allows use of either left or right foot for hood, deck, doors, and fenders) differs. If 
braking. Brakes held up in fade tests you read “The Days of the Six Are Num- 


Grouping of instruments is fairly good, but not the “sweep- 
glance” type. Red “ON” light for radio is visible in daytime 


Sparkplugs on Pontiac’s new V8 are low, but accessible. Dip- 
stick is easy to reach. There’s an oil filler on each side 
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‘55 


Pac OS ah t= Lom V4 =: 


This family car has kept its olc 


qualities and added some 


pleasing new one: 


bered” (our V8 engine story in Dec. ’54 
MT) you'll recall that the basic features 
of the Pontiac and Chevy engines are such 
that they couldn’t possibly be made from 
the same dies, and that neither could be a 
variation of the other’s design. With this 
out of the way, let’s get on with our dis- 
cussion of the relative merits of the ’55 
Pontiac vs. its 54 counterpart. 

What improvements have been made in 
the °55 Pontiac that previous Pontiacs 
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sorely needed? What criticisms has MOTOR 
TREND Research leveled at these cars that 
are no longer valid? A situation like the 
one we recently enjoyed — where we were 
able to repeat a cross-country road test on 
a brand-new product — gave us the an- 
swers to most of these questions. Our 
usual complete testing program after the 
trip gave us the rest of them. 

In 1951 we drove from Detroit to Los 
Angeles in a shiny new "51 Pontiac four- 
door sedan. Our route took us over all 
types of roads and through all weather 
conditions. This year we repeated the per- 
formance by a different (but no less 
tugged) route with the '55 Pontiac, and 
noted these striking dissimilarities: higher 
cruising speeds could be maintained be- 
cause the new V8 engine was never work- 
ing as hard as the old straight-eight; accel- 





REAR WHEEL HORSEPOWER 
(Determined on Clayton chassis dynamometer. 
All tests are made under full load, which is 
similar to climbing a hill at full throttle. Ob- 
terved hp figures not corrected to standard 
oe conditions.) 
39 road hp @ 1200 rpm and 31 mph 
70 road hp @ 2000 rpm and 52 mph 
81 road hp @ 2500 rpm and 66 mph 
Max. 83 road hp @ 2800 rpm and 74 mph 


TOP SPEED 
(In miles per hour over surveyed V4-mile.) 


Fastest I-way run 102 0 
Slowest I-way run 99.3 
Average of 4 runs 100.3 








e integral grille-bumper arrangement 
massive in appearance, yet functional. 
gives a maximum amount of protection 


eration at passing speeds was better, giving 
us more confidence in the car; and road- 
ability was considerably improved, placing 
the Pontiac up among the top cars in all 
classes in this category. 

Before we get into the meat of this test, 
we'd best describe our test car: a Star 
Chief four-door sedan, of 180 horsepower, 
using Dual-Range Hydra-Matic transmis- 
sion with 3.23 rear axle, power steering, 
and power brakes. When we picked it up 
at the factory in Pontiac, Mich., it had 
exactly 16.9 miles on the odometer, break- 
in oil in the engine, and 10 gallons of -gas 
in the tank. We'd decided on this particu- 
lar car since it was the counterpart of 
previous models tested, and also because 
it was the most popular (or from all indi- 
cations, would be). If you want, you can 
buy a more chromed version (the Star 
Chief Custom), the lesser-powered (173- 
hp) Star Chief with standard transmission 
(which would probably be more economi- 
cal at the sacrifice of performance), or the 
shorter (122-inch wheelbase) Chieftain. 
There’s no way to get a Pontiac with a 
6-cylinder engine; that’s gone the way of 
all flesh. For more performance than you 
can get from the 180-hp Pontiac, you can 
plunk down another $35 and have the 


TEST CAR AT A GLANCE 
‘55 Pontiac V8 Star Chief with Hydra-Matic 


ACCELERATION 
(In seconds, 1 oo with fifth wheel and elec- 
tric speedomet: 


Standing aan VYa-mile (70 mph) = 7 
0-30 mph 44 
0-60 mph 138 


10-30 mph 3.7 
30-50 mph 6. 
50-80 mph 17 


ans 


SPEEDOMETER ERROR 
(Checked with fifth wheel and electric speed- 
ometer.) 
Car speedometer read 32 @ true 30 mph 
48 @ true 45 mph 
63 @ true 60 mph 
79 @ true 75 mph 
106 @ top speed 


Here center section of the bumper-grille 
could ride over the lower bumper of the 
other car if guards were not installed 








What happens when you park behind a 
low-bum per Studebaker? Over-ride could 
happen, wouldn’t damage the Pontiac 


factory install a four-barrel carburetor (no 
dual exhausts ). You'll then have a 200-hp 
job that will do battle with all comers. 

We mentioned that certain improve- 
ments in the 55 Pontiac were immediate- 
ly apparent. Let’s analyze each of them a 
bit closer, then we'll go on to those items 
that are not as close to the surface. 

Higher cruising speeds are possible 
in the new Pontiac mainly because of 
the new V8. Cruising at 75 mph, the 
engine’s only turning over at 3050 revo- 
lutions per minute. Even at its top speed 
of 100.3 mph it is only revving up 4100 
rpm. An indication of how this engine will 
normally loaf is in the rpm at which it 
develops its full power, 4600. (The pre- 
vious straight 8 put out its 127 hp at 
3800.) In combination with Hydra-Matic 
a 3.23 rear axle is used, with an even 
higher-speed axle (3.08) being used on 
the Chieftain. It wouldn’t be until you 
used the standard transmission-rear axle 
combination of 3.64 ratio that you'd begin 
to work the engine. 

Another factor in being able to sustain 
a better-than-average speed lies in the 
good highway passing ability. The im- 
provement of this particular factor in the 
Pontiac gave us much more confidence 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 
(In miles lion; checked with fuel flow- 
meter, fifth wheel, and electric speedometer. 
Mobilgas eee: used. ) 


teady 30 mph 21.9 he 
seer d 30 mph ‘17.1 (D3 
Steady 45 mph 20.1 (D-4 
Steady 60 mph_ i174 (D-4) 
Steady 75 mph 13.6 (D-4 
Stop-and-go driving over 
measured course 14.5 
Tank average for 2964 miles 16.5 


STOPPING DISTANCE 
(To the nearest foot; checked with electrically 
actuated detonator.) 


30 44 
Smo OSS 
60 mph 167 
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"55 PONTIAC V8 nines 


in this make than we've ever enjoyed 
before. At the lower highway speeds, this 
year’s car will get you from 30 to 50 in 
just 6.2 seconds (1.6 seconds faster than 
in °54); at higher speeds you'll move 
from 50 to 80 in 17.4 seconds (2.2 sec- 
onds better than last year). This new 
acceleration-ability, though not neck-snap- 
ping, is in line with improvements made 
by other manufacturers in this department. 

Roadability of the "55 Pontiac has 
been improved over previous years to such 
an extent that we place it among the top 
handling cars of 55. The lowered center 
of gravity and rear springs remounted out- 
board of the rugged I-beam frame rails are 
largely responsible for this new-found 
quality of the car to stay where the driver 
puts it. It’s been only a few times that 
we've chastised the Pontiac for lack of ad- 
hesion in corners. Last year the added rear 





“Adequate” is hardly the term to describe Pontiac’s huge 
luggage compartment; it’ll hold even more than we show here 


~: it Pal are — 


ak Tb ye 





overhang was the cause of this infrequent 
criticism, when the car had some tendency 
to lose traction on wet or washboard roads. 
This year’s car won’t break loose in cor- 
ners at speeds up to 60. It gives you much 
confidence in the car, except for the feeling 
that you might overcorrect with the op- 
tional power steering. Other *members of 
the MT Research crew variously describe 
the Pontiac’s handling as “... improved at 
no expense to riding qualities” and “...a 
sane approach to roadability.” The car, one 
member said, has “... an air of solid down- 
to-earthness — you’d have to be fairly ig- 
norant to get into trouble.” After going 
through a corner (no matter how sharp or 
easy) the wheel returns itself to neutral. 
Even after whipping the steering wheel 
hard right or left, it comes back to neutral 
and the car seeks a straight path. This 
good longitudinal stability is somewhat 
offset by the constant attention required to 
keep the car going straight ahead down a 
long road: you have to correct the wheel 


You can tilt the front seat forward or back, especially handy 
for long trips; you'll have to get used to the controls, though ie pi 
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anuai 
with normal effort to get it back in line, a At 
then turn it back the other way when yougs, Fig 
find you’ve overcome the initial resistance] Thi 
built into the power steering system. It'sfist or 
possible that there is too little caster built§chang 
into the front wheel alignment, or thatfptopes 
there’s actually some free play in the powerfwill no 
steering unit or linkage. Steering wheel} urn, 
shock is not noticeable, and vibrations only ftheit 
barely so. There’s still some whipping aside Ewan 
on streetcar tracks, but not enough to be Drive, 
disconcerting (or even noticeable if you're Atte 
not looking for it). What rear end fish} 
tailing you get as you go off the asphalt} * ' 
onto a soft shoulder is easily remedied with] ‘° 

and en 
an effortless movement of the wheel. ) 

Handling ease and Pontiac are no}. hot 
longer strange bedfellows—they go well... 
together. Despite the long overhang, the}ii, ,. 
car is easy to park. Of course, power steet- me, B 
ing on our test car helps considerably, but, gani: 
the vertical repositioning of the front wheelyil| s1 
kingpins (from a 5 degree inward tilt) fompre 
makes the standard-steering car easier now}o the 
too. Being able to gauge the distance toil kir 
the rear bumper by looking out the reatfPackar. 
window at the jutting rear fenders is alsoftheir t! 
a parking assist. The large-rimmed and 
large-diameter steering wheel is positioned 4 
where it is anything but uncomfortable. Inj oum 
previous years we've complained about the Twe 
wheel being too high, but no more of thatf ‘700 
beef. You don’t have to stretch to reach 
it from practically any of the many posi- 
tions you can get into with the unusually 
adjustable seat. 

In the interior one of the features 
that is largely responsible for the comfort 
of both driver and front seat passengers is 
the 4-way adjustable seat. It goes back and 
forth and tilts forwardor 
of mechanical controls; it costs $40 extra, 
and if you do much traveling, it’s well 
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Front wheel kingpins are repositioned 
from a 5-degree inward tilt to vertical, 
making steering of new car much easier 


worth it. There’s airspace between your 
head (or your hat) and the headlining, 
both front and (Continued on page 44) 


Rear springs are mounted outboard of I- 
beam frame rails, allowing for a lower 
center of gravity and better roadability 


mini 
ation 








42 MOTOR TREND/MARCH 1955 











IHERE IS ONLY POOR ME out 
here and so many of you out there. 
[dislike starting a column with an apolo- 
gy but the time has come when it is ab- 
solutely necessary to do so. I wish to 
thank each and every reader who has 
written to me in the past few months. I 
have done my very best to answer your 
letters through this column or personally 
and will continue to do so to the best of 
my ability. However, the volume of mail 
has become so heavy that it is a physical 
impossibility for me to keep up to date. 
Please be patient—I will do my utmost to 
answer every letter. 

Many readers want to know the name 
ind address of the wrecking lot shown in 
the pictures on pages 42 and 43 of the 
January 1955 issue of MOTOR TREND. It’s 
in linefthe Atlantic Auto & Truck Sales, of 19020 
en yougs. Figueroa St., Gardena, Calif. 
sistance} This is the time of year when enthusi- 
m. It’sfast organizations elect new officers and 
tr builtfchange addresses. We will reprint the 
>r that§proper data regarding various clubs if you 
powergvill mail it to us. The ACD Club (Au- 
burn, Cord, Duesenberg ) notifies us that 
ns onlyjiteit mew secretary is Mr. Robert Mc- 
g aside Ewan and the address is 185 Oakwood 
| to bepDrive, Packanack Lake, N.]J. 

4 Attention Stutz owners: Robert D. 
d fish Bliss, 164 Middlesex Ave., Iselin, N.J., 

asphalt has a manual on the 1922 Stutz; he’s will- 
rr wil ing to answer questions if you write him 
“1. wid enclose a self-addressed envelope. 
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— I was tremendously pleased to receive 
, i honorary membership in the Packard 
Oo we 


utomobile Classics Club. The address of 
ag, thesis new organization is 1025 Keeler Ave- 
, Berkeley 8, Calif. This is a live-wire 
ganization and although membership is 
ill small they are already publishing a 
mprehensive newsletter which is mailed 
the members. The newsletter contains 
kinds of information pertaining to 
kards. The following is an example of 
ir thoroughness: 


itioned “TECHNICAL NOTE — Alumi- 
ble. Inj num - cylinder heads on Packard 
sut the] Twelves may be replaced with cast 


iron heads. Cylinder heads should 
be checked for uniform surface be- 
fore installing, and if irregularities 
exist, milling the head up to .020 or 
.030 inch will assure a uniform fit- 
ting of head and will improve per- 
formance of engine without harm. 
In milling cylinder heads to increase 
compression, %2-inch clearance be- 
tween top of exhaust valve when 
Open and bottom of cylinder head 
when tightened into place must be 
maintained. This: clearance is the 
minimum permissible for safe oper- 
ation.” How do you like that? 
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Classic Comments 


By Robert J. Gottlieb 


QUESTION—I would like a list of every 
automobile considered a classic (including 
different models of the same make) manu- 
factured from 1928 to 1937. 
Harry Carter 
Albuquerque, N. M. 
ANSWER—So would I. 


QUESTION—I have seen only one Rux- 
ton and I wondered if those Wood-Lites 
made any light. Are they good? 

George H. Krick 

Duncannon, Pa. 
ANSWER—W ood-Lites, while used as 
standard equipment on some models, were 
definitely accessories on others. Their 
appearance is weird and they dress up any 
classic car. They don’t meet the lighting 
requirements of many states and therefore 
were not universally sold in the early 
Thirties. Many considered them unsatis- 
factory as headlights and they certainly 
did not emit as good a beam as other 
lights. They should not be used if you in- 
tend to do any extensive night driving. 
Better safe than purist! 


QUESTION—I recently found a 1911 
Ford fire engine. It is probably a chemical 
wagon rather than one having pumps. 
Would it have any value from a collector’s 
standpoint? 

Ken Block 

Northfield, Ill. 
ANSWER—Early fire engines are in de- 
mand. Many collectors purchase them. 
They have value as antiques. How did 
this get into the “Classic Comments” de- 
partment, anyway? 


QUESTION—Are all Duesenbergs clas- 
sics? A 7-passenger 4-door sedan that 
looks like a box car, for example? Are all 
Auburns classics? A 4-door hardtop 6- 
cylinder sedan, for example, that looks 
like a Chevrolet of that year? I take it 
that all Cords are considered classics. 
Harry Denhard 
Greenville, N. Y. 

ANSWER—W hat did I ever do to you 
that you should put me on a spot like 
this? Most enthusiasts know the defini- 
tion of a classic. Whether a car fits into 
that definition often depends on the in- 
dividual, because factors such as perform- 
ance, dependability, and appearance are 
variable. Assume that a classic will travel 
from O to 60 in 15 seconds. This would 
be considered good performance by 1 
collector but another might feel that it is 
poor performance. The lines of a 4-door 
sedan may be pleasing to 1 collector but 
the car may be a tanker to another. The 
result is that some collectors think a par- 
ticular car is classic while others think 
the same car is (Continued on page 56) 
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ORDER THREE or more 


of these terrific bargains 


|ON FREE TRIAL gp 


> & GET ANOTHER 
ABSOLUTELY FREE! 
* That's i) 


right! You send no money 
the postman nothing! Just ord 

paprofessional automotive 

% Wa By mailing the 
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tion air pump) does the work! 
3-color dial, 4” diameter. Detects 
leaks in valves, rings, gaskets, 
cylinder head, etc. Complete cyl- 
inder analysis at a glance! 

Dealer’s price was $8.75 NOW$2.98 


ultra-sensitive movement, 0-300 Ib. 
pressure, calor da handle, built-in 


release, —— jal, 33%4” diameter. 
Formerly $7.50 ............... NOW $2.98 
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ive 

e built: in release vaive, 
direct-reading 4-color dial, 41%” 
dia. Formerly $10.75 ...NOW $3.98 


PRESSURE X-RAY COOLING SYSTEM 
h43-904.meeee =2— Spots cooling system 
roubles im seconds' Uses pressure 


for “Flash-Check’’ tests. 3-color 
Gial-direct reading Lifetime move. & 
ment. Formerly $12.95. NOW $4.98 
COMBINED ENGINE ANAL 
GAUGE & FUE l 
H DUAT 


-quality 
instrument! Full-size movement — 
direct-reading dial! A terrific vaiue! 
—— 342”dia. was $8.10...NOW $3.98 
HY-POWER FLUSHING TOOL — Ee 
mits reverse-flush method o! lush. 
ing cooling system — balances air 
and water ~ ejector type air line 
—- fits all sizes radiator hose — 


complete fittings! Terrific! Dealer Qe 
price was $6.75 NOW $2.9 


FAMOUS GALE HALL MILE-O-METERS 
AT ORASTICALLY-REDUCEC PRICES! 
Sta, Shows miles per gallon as you 


Ale drive — tells engine condition at 
all times— warns when adjust- 
ments are needed to avoid breck- 
downs! Essential for tune-up! Fits 
all cars. Mounts permanently on 
dash (no holes to drill). 


| FREE! ALL ACCESSORIES AND INSTRUCTION BOOK 
STANDARD MODEL, 256” dia. — advertised 
Ee , werendheed NOW ONLY $4.55 


STANDARD MODEL, 25%” dia., illuminated 
for night driving — was $9.95. 
NOW ONLY $4.98 
9) DELUXE MODEL, 356” dia. — advertised at 
$14.75... eee eeseeseeseeeeese NOW ONLY $6.98 
DELUXE MODEL, 356” dia., illuminated for 
night driving—was $14.95, NOW ONLY $7.55 
(NOTE — ALL PRICES PLUS 40c POSTAGE 
AND HANDLING FOR EACH ITEM) 
YOU CAN'T LOSE! Order as many as you like 
A US ee A a 
WOW! Send me ail the instruments whose 
numbers I've circled below — after 7 full 
days, |'ll send payment or return the items | 
don’t want! What terrific bargain values — 
and on FREE TRIAL, too! 


ee RF PN a ean 


# you purchase three or more of these ine 


struments, you're entitied to your choice of 
any other ins preys (except Deluxe Mile-O- 
Meter) ABSOLUTELY FREE! Write _ catalog 


number you want ios. 1 to 8) her 
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Name 
Address 
City 


NEW ENGLAND SURPLUS SALES CO. 
DEPT. MY-3-S3 NEWBURYPORT, MASS. 








State 
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Release “‘Locked-in”” Power With— 


PEE -TUNER 
TIMING & OCTANE SELECTOR 


Gain 10 to 
30% 
more 
power! 


TUNE IN TOP 
PERFORMANCE 
AS YOU 

DRIVE! 

Boost 

POWER, 
ACCELERATION, 


MILEAGE! 


New SPEED-TUNER TIMING SELECTOR gives you 
instant finger-tip control over engine performance 
...A simple pull of a switch on the dash super- 
tunes spark timing for PEAK POWER OUTPUT. 
Compensates for changing driving conditions, 
load, speed, terrain, octane and differences in 
altitude & weather. With the ‘‘Speed Tuner,” 
instantly ADVANCE OR RETARD timing to MAXI- 
MUM POWER POINT while driving! 


STOP PING! CUT FUEL BILLS! 


“Speed-Tuner"’ permits premium performance on 
regular gas. Ping & spark-knock can be elimi- 
nated. Users report up to 50 more miles per 
tankful! Simple to install. Fits under dash, con- 
nects to distributor. (Does not interfere with 
present mechanism.) Easy tuning instructions in- 
cluded. For all passenger cars, trucks, boats, 
tractors & racing engines. 

FOR ALL CARS 

TRY “SPEED TUNER” 10 DAYS. 

MONEY BACK IF YOU'RE NOT 

COMPLETELY SATISFIE 

(POWER BOOK FREE) 


ALMQUIST witeono "Sh Fa: 








1955 POWER BOOK 
with “TUNER” 


aust 
a 


NEW LOW PRICES 
ON WORLD’S FINEST 





ee eo Wane EQUIPMENT... 
ror ie ear” BIG NEW “HOW-TO” CATALOG 
» shows everything in the 
SHIPMENT! Speed, Power, Economy, 


Racing & Customizing field! Thou- 
sands of MONEY SAVING VALUES 
for your car, racer, rod or custom 

including many new items not 
in stores. Complete info, 100’s of 
photos, charts, dyno. tests. Order 
with confidence -WE GUARANTEE 
THE BEST FOR LESS! 


VG 











- >. ““MOTO-MATIC’’ POWER 
Qrem = 2 sve shows how to easily 
gesa ‘ boost your power, speed & 
wine A mileage — at LOWEST COST! In- 
ca oy rue TUNING DATA & 
“HOP UP MECHANIX"” TIPS. Sent 

MAIL THIS FREE with Catalog. 
















4 RUSH New 1955 MONEY SAVING POWER CATALOG 
and FREE “MOTO-MATIC TUNER”. Enclosed is 25¢ JU 
to cover part of mailing cost, which will be credited 1 
to me on my first order. i 
Name 
a i 
i Address i 
City State i 








ENGINEERING CO. 
MELFORD 31, PA. 


ALMQUIST 
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continued from page 42 


Pontiac Road Test 


rear. There’s also good legroom in both 
seats (and toeroom under the front seat ). 
After a couple of days on the road we 
noticed a sore left shoulder and found 
that the sharp ridge on the window ledge 
was biting in. You can avoid this by 
sitting up straight, directly behind the 
wheel, but who does on a long trip? The 
armrests, unfortunately, are better as door 
pulls. Getting in and out of either front 
or rear seats through the wide-opening 
doors is no chore. 


The instrument panel has several 
good features; some of which aren't 
readily apparent: a “redline” speedometer 
(as your speed goes up a red background 
appears, giving the appearance of an in- 
creasing-length red strip) that’s surround- 
ed by an instrument grouping that isn’t 
of the highest reading order (example: 
the selector lever hides the right-hand dial 
that indicates gas and oil); the center 
glove compartment door has two indenta- 
tions for holding bottles of Coke; the 
rheostat-controlled green light not only 
gives a suffused glow to the instrument 
panel but is so shaded that it doesn’t shine 
on the windshield at night; the heat and 
vent controls work easily and are quickly 
decipherable day and night (although the 
system was found somewhat inadequate 
under near-freezing conditions); an “on” 
light in the radio dial warns you not to 
leave it on and drain your battery. Far 
from being a good feature, however, are 
the glare and “hot spots” the driver gets 
in his eyes from the brightly painted dash, 
the chrome steering wheel crossbar and 
the transmission selector lever. This may 





Design-inspired by the dashing flair of the world’s racing and sports machines, 
Pontiac’s Strato-Star is a 6-passenger hardtop shown at GM’s 1955 Motorama ex- 
hibition. Built on a special chassis of extreme low center of gravity, overall height 
of the car is but 53 inches. Powerplant is Pontiac’s new 235-hp Strato-Streak engine. 
Modern, yet with a certain down-to-earthness in appearance, the body has a feeling 
of lightness, which is marked in the entire roof and upper structure. Instead of 
the conventional vision-consuming rear quarter roof-supporting panels, 2 slim 
airfoil-sectioned cantilever pillars grow out of the fins on the flat rear deck, 
allowing full driving vision. To permit easy access to either front or rear seats, a 
hinged 6-inch panel in the roof directly over the door opens and closes automatically 
with the direct action of the door. A fresh air intake slot for heater and defroster 
units is located directly over each headlight. Parking lamps are built into twin pods 
suspended below the outer section of each bumper. Door trim panels are Fiberglas 





be a small point, but it’s nonetheless an- 
noying, and has been to MT’ Research for 
the past 5 years. 


Vision to the rear has already been de- 
scribed as good. Though the flat expanse of 
hood remains fairly high, the seat is of 
a height that allows you good over-the- 
hood vision (you can see the road a short 
19 feet ahead). The fenders are of the 
same height, so you always know where 
you are in relation to the parked car on 
your right and the car passing you on your 
left. No blindspot because of the left wind- 
shield post is apparent, nor is distortion 
annoying through the curved sections of 
glass. The rear view mirror is slightly low, 
causing a blind spot to the right front 
(it can be rotated upside down, which 
raises it). A periscope-type mirror seems 
a possible solution to this problem faced 
on all cars. Another item that’s high (on 
the windshield) is the optional gray tint; 
in combination with a high seat position 
you Can use it as protection against almost 
a direct glare from the sun and against 
oncoming headlights at night: The wind- 
shield wipers clean a broad path, getting 
into areas left unswept on the earlier GM 
wrap-around windows. 








The ride of the "55 Pontiac can best 
be described as solid and well-behaved at 
any speed. It flattens out bad dips and 
bumps up to 60 mph and doesn’t wallow 
when it comes out. In a sense, it seems to 
hit them early, transmit little if any shock 
to the driver and passenger, with mini- 
mum rebound. The front end doesn’t feel 
as heavy as it did (“heavy” in the sense 
of ride and feel as described by Pontiac 
owners). The ride is flat and firm, yet in 
no sense is it uncomfortable, as the ex- 
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sion “firm ride” sometimes connotes. 
seat passengers found long trips both 
nfortable and refreshing because they 
en de- ffen’t bounced around. 
inse of fhe inside of the Pontiac in motion 
is of been made comfortable for the driver 
er-the. § passengers alike, with room for im- 
. short Hrement in noise level. You can hear 
of the M ripples from within the car if the 
where dows are all shut, yet you don’t feel 
‘ar on gm in the seat of the pants. It’s only 
1 your emely bad washboard roads that you 
wind. Jroad rumble and vibration throughout 
ortion body, floor, and steering wheel. With 
ns of § Windwings open at high speeds you 
y low, gt faise your voice to be heard. Dis- 
front petting, but apparently not serious, is 
which # #le hum appearing on the test car 
yen 5O and 70 mph. 





seems 
faced ‘ 

» (on phe brakes on the Pontiac should 
tint; pe You feel secure. You'll stop in about 
sition game distance as in previous years, but 


numerous acceleration runs and hard, 


most . and ha 
gainst #*OPS, there is absolutely no indication 
wind. potake fade (that is, no pedal, no 


etting es). Our test car used power brakes, 
- GM #4 pendulum pedal close to the floor. 
pcan apply it with either the right or 
foot, but we found it easier using our 
_ foot, since little pressure has to be 
for even fast stops. Our brake tests, 
Mucted under the assumption that a 
id runs in front of you and you need 
quickest stop possible, produced quick 
t wheel locking, then all wheels locked. 
was no swerving from a straight 
, even at 60 mph. 


ed at 
; and 
allow 
ms to 
shock 
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fuel consumption we had ex- 
big improvements from the high 
fubic inch (0.63) engine. As it 
out, the fuel economy curve from 
y 30 mph up through 75 mph flat- 
out with only about 8 mpg difference 
een the 2 extremes (instead of 10 
difference in 54). Nevertheless, fuel 
y is off from 14 mpg (at 75) to 
pg (at 30). In stop-and-go and high- 
driving conditions, however, the new 
iac owner will probably not complain 
vehemently even though he’ll have to 
| f Ethyl (we used Mobilgas Special). 
) four simulated stop-and-go driving we 
ie 14.55 mpg (compared to 13.8 last 
t). In the 2804-mile cross-country 
t we got 15 mpg (roughly) for the 
1000 miles (which consisted of jack- 
ines, Pit bursts of speed alternating from 30 
, ex- 150, 40 to 60, 50 to 70, for the break- 
ight period); in the second i000 miles we 
rine. {18 mpg at sustained high speeds; and 
ling jor the final 804 miles, much of which 
i of #spent winding around mountains and 
slim (king city traffic. 
eck, Pil consumption was outstanding: not 
's, a Pop of the break-in oil was used, and 
ally #1 quart of Mobil Special 10-30 was 
i during the remainder of the trip. 
ly 1 more quart went for the final 1338 
of hard testing after our arrival in 
Angeles, California. (CONTINUED) 
















Announcing 
NEW 


TONE-LINE 


~ MUFFLERS 





8 “SULDEN-TONE 
GLASS PACKED MUFFLER 


Combines all the proven principles of 
design, construction and tone con- 
trol, into the finest glass packed 
muffler obtainable. 








* 
8 “RHYTHM -TONE 
HOLLYWOOD MUFFLER 
Produced to meet the ever increasing 


demand for an inexpensive muffler 
that produces a pleasing tone. 








8 “MELLV-TONE 
STEEL PACKED MUFFLER 


A mainstay in the Belond line for 
many years, we proudly present this 
new version of an old favorite. 


PROPERLY DESIGNED — EXCELLENTLY CONSTRUCTED — COMPETITIVELY PRICED 


Belond, the recognized leader of the specialized exhaust system 
industry, invites you to see these fine mufflers at your dealer 
soon. Available nationally through automotive parts stores, 
new car agencies, muffler shops and speed shops. 


*r.M. REG. 


OH a lformea 


MUFFLER CORPORATION 
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11029 Washington Bivd., Culver City 2, Calif./1801 Spielbusch Ave., Toledo, Ohio 
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Standing start acceleration, or the 
car's desire to take off from a stop 
signal when you shove the throttle to 
the floor, is a great deal better (almost 
314 seconds improvement) to 60 mph. 
(Above that the improvement is not as 
noticeable.) At full throttle with the gear- 
shift in DRIVE range (where you'll nor- 
mally have it except for particularly steep 
grades ) the Hydra-Matic starts in low gear, 
quickly upshifts to second gear, peaks out 
in that gear, shifts to third at around 35 
mph, then to fourth at 70 mph. You can 
improve your acceleration by using H-M 
as you would a stick shift. Start in D-3 
to get the low gear start, shift to LOW 
for an extended second, shift back to D-3 


when the engine peaks. Peaking the en- 
gine is about the only time when you'll 
notice any appreciable noise coming from 
it; normally, it’s quiet and cool-running. 
Ordinarily, upshifts and downshifts are 
smooth; full power shifts will make it 
lurch uncomfortably. 

Engine accessibility, sometimes a buga- 
boo in V8 engine compartments, is good 
on the Pontiac. The plugs are low, below 
the valve cover, but can be gotten to with- 
out burning yourself; the oil filler neck is 
on the front of each valve cover; once you 
lift off the carburetor air cleaner you can 
get to the distributor; the oil dipstick is 
high and easy to reach, but is so flexible 
your service station attendant is going to 


Auto Discount SALE! 


SUPER DELUXE FLARE FENDER SKIRTS 
All of heavy-gauge steel, with concealed rubber 
liner. A cinch to install. Lever locking. Primed 
for finish paint. Available for (specify) : 


36-55 Ford 35-54 Pont 35-41 Buick 
39-54 Merc 35-52 Dodge 50-53 Buick 
36-55 Chev 35-55 Ply 35-55 Nash 
35-52 Stude 35-54 De Soto 52-55 Willys 
35-54 Olds 35-54 Chrys 46-49 Kaiser 
(except 98) 


Deluxe Skivts: $11.95 (reg. $17.50) Item #1C. 
Louvered Skirts: $16.95 (reg. $22.95) Item #2C. 
Std. Skirts: $6.90 (reg. $12.50) Item #34. 





EXHAUST HEADER SETS 


DUMMY REAR AERIALS 








GENUINE CONTINENTAL KITS 


Long-lasting 


Items #4€ Items #7E » 
, Here’s one of the sharp- 
37-53 Ford & 49-55 Line ... .$63.95 — est custom ideas to come 
Merc ....... $33.95 53.55 Buick along in years. These 
41-54 Chev ee ieee 63.95 “dummy” rear aerials 
(except cone, ) 33.95 50-51 Cad 63.95 ive rich custom effect on 
Item #5 o> any car. Easy installation 
54-36 Ford & V/8 DUAL EXHAUST = — adjusts to any curve or 
x oeeenhe a vg yo all surface. 
tems cars list ‘or erc hi 
49-55 Olds V/8 49.95  $21.95—Item #8. Oth. _Pi#b-lustes chrome finish. 
-55 Stude ee Aerials: $4.95 


ers (including 55 Chev) 
$25.95—Item #9E. 


Add $2.00 each for glass pack mufflers (specify). 
All above prices discounted 40% to 50%. 


—_ 
WHITE SIDEWALL RINGS 


Now you can convert 
blackwall tires to perma- 
nent whitewalls with 
these genuine latex rub- 
ber rings. Easy to install. 
Kit comes complete with 
rings and special cement. 
Fits 15” or 16” (specify). 
Item #13C 

Set of 4, only $7.50 Ppd. 
(Regular Price: $9.95) 








ELEC. TRUNK, HOOD KIT 


Open trunk or hood by 
pushing a dash button 
with this easily installed 
kit. Comes complete with 
Solenoid, cable, wire, 
push button switch, all 
needed screws, etc. Spec- 
ify trunk or hood kit. 
Item #148 

‘Trunk or Hood Kit: $6.75 
(Regular Price: $9.95) 


per 
(Re worn , = $7.95) 





McRAY PROTECTO ROD 


End radiator troubles for- 
ever with a McRay Pro- 
tecto Rod. Rids radiators 
and motor blocks of rust 
and scale, keeps cooling 
system clean all year 
round. Retains efficiency 
for years. Not affected by 
anti-freeze solutions. 
Item #15A 

Special Price: $1.95 Ppd. 


Complete with all parts for easy installation. Spec- 
ify make, model, year of car, tire size. 


Item #11F 


49-55 Ford & = ee 


s #126 


49-55 Ford & Chev de delux BE ccccccecs 79.50 


51-55 Buick, All .. 
5 .. $09.78 
53-55 Olds ... 99.75 
52-55 Lincoln . 69.75 


53-55 Pontiac 89.75 
53-54 Ply Dodge 89.75 
54-55 Cadillac 109.75 


Fe $5.00 for solid tire face plate (as illustrated). 
Chrome tire cover La a optional—add $15. 


All prices 20% to 60% 


LIFETIME O11 FILTER 


Porous bronze element 
lasts forever! Increases 
engine life by removing 
all harmful particles. Can 
not soak out additives. 
10-year guarantee! 
Conv. Kit... . $6. 
(most cars) ‘Ttem #1 
Full-flow. . . $11.95 
(Specify ) Item #17C. 
i Unit $12.95 


(incl. case) Item #1 


low regular retail price. 


IMPROVED MOLY-PAKS 


Protect vital engine parts, 
boost power with Moly 
(MoS:), finest lubricant 
known. 110% more heat 
resistant, 40% more ef- 
fective than oil. Also use 


* for steering gears, differ- 


ential, Item #198 

Full year’s supply, 12 
Moly-Paks: $3.45 Ppd. 
(Regular Price: $4.00) 


Send full amount and we pay postage on items marked Ppd.; others FOB Les Angeles. 25% depesit on COD’s. All items Money-Back Guaranteed. 


ATTENTION: AUTO DISCOUNT CARD HOLDERS Don't forget 
to take your additional discount as per the code in item numbers 
above. For example. Item #1€ (Deluxe skirts) means you are 
entitled to additional discount “C” listed on your discount card 
when you purchase this item. 
if You DON'T HAVE AN AUTO DISCOUNT CARD, you are 
— money! Your Auto Discount Card entitles you to addi- 
discounts on leading products. Check the proper box on 
the . enclose another dollar ($1.00), and you'll receive 
poy A soount Car and and additional savings on this order as well 


AUTO DISCOUNT CO. 


1529-3T Victory Blvd. 
Glendale 1, California 
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Aute Discount Ce., !529-3T Victory Blvd., Glendale 1, Calif. 
Please rush me the items circled: 

1C 2C 3A 4E SE GE 7E SE 9E 108 11F 12G 13C 148 15A 16C 17C 18C 198 
My car is: Make. Year___- Model____ Trans. 


Name. 








Address. 





City. Zone. State 
0) Full payment enclosed; $. (Calif. buyers add 3%) 
O $-_____deposit (25%) enclosed, balance COD. 








o Discount Card ($1.00 [] My Discount Card is Number 
I have taken 


Send 
py LF ap 4 edditional discou 

ts 
order, this order. - om 

















think he’s trying to stuff. a-tape meag 
back into the engine. 


Body work, including fit of panel 
was good on the test car with a few g 
ceptions. The paint had no orange pe 
ripples, or runs, indicating care in assem 
bly. The few rattles that developed We 
in the instrument panel (pointed out |i 
month as the bane of automotive eng 
neers) and from underneath ( resultig 
from a loose tailpipe ). 


The overall impression that you wig 
up with on the "55 Pontiac is somethig 
like this: The many improvements in ¢ 
car, led by roadability, more up-to-dy 
styling (whether esthetically better or y 
we'll not argue), considerably better y 
sion (hardly qualifying it as the hotd 
and highest performance car of the ye 
however ) add up to a much safer fami 
car. As Pete Molson put it, “It will, 
peal to the same crowd that used to ]j 
it, plus a number of new friends.” (A 
cording to the 1954 Crowell-Collj 
Automotive Survey, nearly 70 per cent{ 
Pontiac buyers are repeat buyers). Ar 
as Don MacDonald said, “Visible wo 
manship and designer’s attention to ¢ 
tail could well swing a buyer away fro 
other cars in its price class if all 
things were equal.” —Walt Woron 


GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 


(The General Specifications Pable is limited to 
items which normally appeer in the road test, 
are not included in the @talle.en page 33.) 


ENGINE: Stroke/bore ratio 0866:1. Piston 
@ max. bhp 1300 ft. per min. Max. bmep 138.7 


DRIVE SYSTEM: STANDARD transmission is 3- 
synchromesh using helical gears. RATIOS: Ist 13 
2nd 1.49, 3rd 1.00, reverse 2.71. AUTOMAT 
transmission is Dual-Range Hydra-Matic, 
coupling with gears. RATIOS: Drive: Ist 4.10, 2 
2.63, 3rd 1.55, 4th 1.00; Reverse 4.62. 


DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase/tread ratio 2.1:1. Test« 
weight 4060 Ibs. Test car weight/bhp ratio 224 
Weight distribution 55.5% front, 44.5% rear. 

















For the best caption to this car 
we'll give a free 1-year subscription 


MOTOR TREND 











= 
2 
: 


Molton 


MALLORY 


THOUSANDS OF CAR AND TRUCK OWNERS HAVE INSTALLED MALLORY 
DISTRIBUTORS... MANY OWNERS HAVE FOUND IT MORE ECONOMICAL 
TO INSTALL A COMPLETELY NEW MALLORY DISTRIBUTOR, INSTEAD OF 
RE-BUILDING THEIR OLD DISTRIBUTOR, OR INSTALLING NEW PARTS IN 
AN ATTEMPT TO ADD THE MALLORY FEATURES... THE OWNER DOES 
NOT NECESSARILY HAVE TO BUY A NEW COIL; AND IF HE LATER 
DESIRES A MALLORY COIL OR A-MAGSPARK TRANSFORMER, HE CAN 
ADD EITHER OF THEM TO HIS MALLORY DISTRIBUTOR ... YOUR CAR 
OR TRUCK CAN BE "'MALLORY EQUIPPED” FAR CHEAPER THAN YOU 
THINK ... ASK YOUR DEALER, OR WRITE TODAY FOR FULL INFORMA- 
TION AND PRICES. 


Advanced Features and Advantages of Mallory Distributors 


1. MALLORY DUAL STABILIZED. CIRCUIT BREAKERS decrease 
contact surface resistance as much as 50% and increase coil 
saturation time as much as 15%. The Mallory Stabilized Circuit 
Breakers greatly reduce circuit breaker bounce and chatter at 
high speed. 


2. MALLORY VACUUM ADVANCE—With the Mallory Vacuum 
Advance a stationary circuit breaker plate is used which eliminates 
the trouble encountered with the conventional vacuum advance 
using a movable circuit breaker plate. In the Mallory system, the 
vacuum advance is accomplished entirely by a vacuum-operated 
piston brake which advances the entire governor mechanism. This 
feature gives a very rapid vacuum advance necessary for economy 
at light load and cruising speed and, at the same time, quickly 
nullifies the vacuum advance to prevent spark knocks when the 
throttle is suddenly opened. Moreover, with the stationary circuit 
breaker plate used in Mallory distributors, the spark always 
occurs when the distributor rotor registers perfectly with the dis- 
tributor segment; and with the stationary plate, the dwell, or 
gapping of the contact points, cannot vary as is the case with the 
movable plate. 


3. MALLORY DISTRIBUTOR CAP—The Mallory Distributor Cap . 


used on all Mallory Distributors is waterproof! When the wires are 
installed in the distributor cap and the distributor cap cover is 
locked in place, the wires become a part of the distributor cap and 
are sealed completely from outside moisture and dust. The segments 
of the distributor cap are located in the roof of the distributor cap 
instead of at the sides. The gap between the end of the rotor 
sweep and distributor segments is very small because the rotor 
sweep is held against a track in the roof of the distributor cap. This 
small gap greatly reduces the electrical resistance between the 
distributor and spark plugs. 


4. MALLORY COMPENSATING CENTRIFUGAL GOVERNOR— All 
Mallory Distributors have a compensating centrifugal governor 
which insures perfect engine timing at the right rpm! The compen- 
sating governor can be adjusted for any particular engine. When 
modifications have been made in the engine (such as a higher com- 
pression ratio) it is necessary to alter the advance curve in the dis- 
tributor for maximum performance and economy. This can easily 
be done by adjusting the compensating governor in the Mallory 
Distributor. 


MALLORY ELECTRIC CORPORATION «¢ 12416 Cloverdale Ave. « Detroit 4, Mich. 
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Outside Temperature 
From Inside Your Car 


~- 


Handy, easy-to-read thermometer is invaluable | 
for cars, for homes, for gifts. Easily installed on 
any car ventilator or window, it gives you exact 
outside temperature from —40° to +120°. Know 
what to wear, how to dress the children, without 
stepping outside your home. Always readable, no 
snow or ice can cover its face. Order yours today ! 


Send cash or money order! 
HIGH STANDARDS, INC. Just $700 
Vt. 


369 Se. Union St.. Burlington. ea 















Cadillac’s Eldorado Brougham is a 4-passenger, 4-door hardtop (no center side 
pillars to hinder entrance and exit). It has 4 individual seats for passenger com- 
fort, with the front seats pivoting out of the way for easy entry. There are 2 
glove compartments. 1 on dash, the other between 2 front seats. Note headlights 





SOLDER 
Acclaimed by thousands of 
stock, hot rod and customizing enthu 
Complete with siasts as the welder of 1001 uses 
Twin Carbon Arc Easily operated from properly wired 
Torch and acces- 110 volt AC or DC line. The ideal 
series . . . te gift with a life-long use Order 
handle all metal- today on 10 day money back guarantee 
craft work. 
Literature on larger equipment on request 
FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 
1810 S. Federal St., Chicago 16, Il!., Dept. F27-C 


DONT BE CAUGHT WITH A DEAD BATTERY 


Amazing “New Life” battery reyuvenator 
stops build-up of plate sulfates . . . keeps bat 
tery automatically charged. Use lights. heater. 
tadio. as much as you like. Get faster starting' 
Greater power! RECHARGING IS UN- 
NECESSARY! Only one treatment needed' 
Money back guarantee. Rush $1.00 to: 
JSM PRODUCTS CO.—Dept. 17 } 

1118 Castleton Rd., Cleveland 21, 0. 














Oldsmobile’s contribution to GM’s Motorama is this “88” Delta, a 4-passenger, 
2-door hardtop with interior dimensions comparable to production cars but with 
a height of only 53 inches. Front-end emphasis is on wide-set vertical ovals that 
house the headlights. parking-driving lights, and aircraft-like intake airscoops 





Thoroughly trained men just naturally get in first 
and stay ahead in aviation ... In such a vital, pul- 
sating industry, where change itself is jet propelled, 
employers want men with the Northrop kind of 
training. Men who know both “why” and “how,” 
who can learn to do things differently both easily 
and fast. That's why there's 4 waiting list for 
Northrop Graduates. 

VETERANS — Northrop institute approved for 
your training. 4 I 
YOUNG MEN — High School Graduates: in 
the Aviation Industry AND the Armed one 
ices, your Northrop Training puts you ahea 
;.. farther .. . faster. 


4 Northrop 


Aeronautical Institute 
An Accredited Technical Institute | 
1103 W. Arbor Vitae Street 
Inglewood 1, California 


MAIL COUPON FOR FULL INFORMATION 


 eleleeieieeie eden leet teeter 


































1 NORTHROP AERONAUTICAL INSTITUTE 1 
11103 W. Arbor Vitae Street, Inglewood 1, California I 
t Gia tadicnsue ah casts eee Tsetse ee 

5 ule of class startin les. | am i ted in: 
: Aeronautical E jin Technolog vale . ! | A unique departure from the usual is this delivery truck, the GMC Expedier, de- 
H Master Aircraft and Engine Mechanic ; | signed along passenger car lines and adaptable to many uses. The 180-hp powerplant 
1 Jet Engine Overhaul and Maintenance ye ° P ° ° . 
tie on ; is located beneath and behind driver and transmits power to differential through an 
; satis ~~ § | inverted Hydra-Matic transmission. Features: full-width passenger seating with pano- 
8 Cay ite) oti ; ramic windshield, no hood in front, loading doors on sides, Fiberglas body 
. o. en Renta aay ee MORE MOTORAMA CARS ON PAGES 44 AND 62 | 


48 MOTOR TREND/MARCH 1955 























ORIGINAL 
I-COMPRESSION 








side 


RECT FROM THE ONE AND ONLY ORIGINAL MANUFACTURER! 


at the mow lu pre fr all (500 met an wade 


com- a ll: 
ire 2 ; 
lights 
495 (Pair furnished for V8’s) 4°, 

@ Without buying expensive custom wasal 

inder heads 
ger, @ Without expensive milling which may 
with result in overheating 
that 
oops 





D0 20% HIGHER COMPRESSION, ADDED HORSEPOWER 


world’s largest suppliers of HI-COMPRESSION HEAD 
SKETS have sold over 190,000 sets to date Without 
single return! By popular demand, we now offer the 

improved .020 solid metal Hi-Compression Head 
ket FACTORY TO YOU. Easy to install yourself. 


GUARANTEED 
increase power @ Increase acceleration ¢ Increase 


p speed e Increase mileage « “Blow-out” proof 


Enjoy no-knock competition car performance today with an 
hina Hi-Compression Head Gasket. 





Today's high octane gasolines demand high compression for 
power benefits . . . take advantage of that available power 
an original Hi-Compression Gasket. 





Garden State also supplies more Hi-Compression Gaskets to air- 
» motorcycle, marine and foreign car owners than all the 
nies combined. 


der with confidence today at the 
w low, low price of *4.95 ppd. 














_ORDER NOW 





de- 

lant 

an 

no- ' GARDEN STATE GASKET CO. 

ody | 187 Paterson St., Dept. 3T, Paterson, N.J, 
Sg Dealer inquiries invited! 
































$495 


$495, 


@ Easiest, lowest cost way possible of 
obtaining up to 20% higher compression 


@Tremendous guaranteed gasoline sav- 
ings up to 6 miles per gallon 


INSTANTLY HIGHER TOP SPEED, POWERFUL ACCELERATION 


HIGHER COMPRESSION: A stock head gasket, when 
installed and properly tightened down, attains a thick- 
ness of .060” to .065”. Consequently, installation of 
an .020” solid metal POWER-FLO gasket is the 
equivalent of a stock head milled .045” to .050”. This 
reduces combustion chamber area sufficiently to pro- 
duce upwards to one full point increase in combustion 
ratio in your engine. 














Immediate shipment guaranteed! 


GARDEN STATE GASKET CO., Dept. 3T 
187 Paterson St., Paterson 1, N.J. 


Please RUSH me your Hi-Compression Head Gasket post- 





paid. | enclose money order____ check____ 
My car is: make model 
year no. cyl 





Solid aluminum $4.95 Solid copper $6.75__ 


(Money-back Guarantee) 





name. 





address 


city 





zone. state 
Enclose $1 if C.0.D. Pairs furnished for V8’s. Same price. 
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Driving around 





with Walt Woron . 





Large shelf-type glove compartment, easy 
steering, floor shift are handy features 


Flat-head, 4-cvlinder engine puts out 36 
horsepower, is teamed with good gearing 


+ 


Unlike many small cars, Anglia lets you 
carry necessary luggage for weekend trips 
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A foreign Ford that spells family fun, and a pre-test 
impression of a torsion-bar Packard. Here’s a “first” 
for us—driving a half-a-steering-wheel Kaiser custom 


Photos by Tom Medley 


EELING IN A_ PREDICTING 
mood, I'd like to go on record here 
and now with the statement that in the 
years to come, cars like the Ford Anglia, 
Volkswagen, Hillman Minx, Nash Metro- 
politan, Morris Minor, etc., will be the 
only cars you'll see in the metropolitan 
areas of large cities. Crazy? I don’t think 
so. The traffic and parking problem in 
these towns is so acute that something 
drastic has to be done. And why not get 
at the cause instead of the eftect? 
Everywhere you drive in a large town, 
you come upon other big cars, many with 
only 1 person in them, taking up much 
more room than need be, both on the road- 
way and in parking lots. So why not have 
small cars that would get you from point 
A to point B and back again in the same 
time as the larger models? I don’t mean 
that the bigger cars should be done away 


You don’t need muscles to use Anglia’s 
jack; it raises both wheels on I side of car 


with—but with the gradual swing-over 
more and more 2-car families, the seco 
car could definitely be a small car 
tor in-town utility. 

Of course, there are lots of proble 
to be met: the natural aversion towatl 
anything small that the American 
grown to accept as being lesser in valu 
the ability of all townsfolk to buy a 
maintain 2 cars (even tho 1 is so mu¢ 
cheaper than the othe higher produ 
tion of small cars (consequently bringin 
down the price). 

After driving the 1600-pound '55 For 
Anglia for a weekend in California, bud 
ing some of the nation’s worst traffic, I’ 
convinced that with a car like this you a 
make just as good time crosstown 3 
you can in the big jobs (unless you go al 
out to break all speed limits). I found 
could squeeze thru traffic with iess diff 


Peering over tiny brake drum, you ® 
study tubular-shock-and-coil suspensi 
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culty and less mental strain, and slip into 
parking spots I’d never even noticed be- 
fore. Vision is very good (no wrap- 
around ). It’s as nimble and quick as “Jack, 
be . . .” Despite its low horsepower (36 
(@@ 4400 rpm), once I got thru first and 
second gears, I was moving right with traf- 
fic. It cruises comfortably at 50-60 mph, 
and I didn’t have to shift down until I 
started up an incline that caused the top 
gear speed to drop below 30 mph. Up the 
steep hill to my home, the Anglia perked 
up in second (the big automatic transmis- 
sion cars have to drop to LOW). 

The Anglia’s diminutive size (87-inch 
wheelbase, 12!14-foot length) fools you; 
it doesn’t look like it could hold 2 people 
easily, much less 4 (which it will do at 
che sacrifice of legroom for the 2 rear pas- 
cengers, unless they’re very small). The 
bucket-type seats make for comfort, which 
I found out on a long (200-mile) trip. 
Only the driver’s seat adjusts back and forth. 

Driving convenience has been taken 
into account: the close-to-horizontal, small 
steering wheel meant that I didn’t have to 
lean forward to steer; I could easily see 
tue cluster of iustruments (speedometer, 
ammeter, fuel capacity ); the hydraulical- 

operated pendulum clutch and brake 
pedals are small, but I wasn’t tired after 
pushing both of them all day, and I didn’t 
hit both when I tried to hit just 1; 
even tho I couldn’t stretch out my legs, I 
didn’t have to double my knees up, and 
my left foot found a resting spot on the 
wheel well, over the tiny (5.20x13) tire. 

There's quite a long throw from first to 
second, with engagement of all 3 for- 
ward (second and top are synchromesh ) 
sears being quite easy. Thru mountainous 
country, I didn’t have to shift down to 
low once. The gear ratios are just right 
for getting maximum power out of the 
tiny (71.5-cubic-inch) 4-cylinder engine, 
and the axle ratio of 4.4 to 1 is good 
for both hill climbing and cruising. 

The Anglia is hardly a car to slam into 
corners at full speed, if you expect it to 
corner like a sports car. The body leans 


and the car drifts in sharp corners at 40 
mph, but if you drive it sensibly, its sta- 
bility is good. You don’t have to avoi 
streetcar tracks because they won't whip 
you aside, even in rainy weather. You also 
don’t have to slow down to a walk over a 
dip, because the rebound action of the 
front coil spring-tube shock system and 
rear tube shocks is such that the car set- 
tles down quickly. 

Fuel economy is another of the °55 
Anglia’s fortes. I filled the 8.4-gallon tank 
with Mobilgas Regular when I got the car 
from Mark Howard, Regional Represen- 
tative for the Ford Foreign Products 
Branch. I filled it again before returning 
the car, noting that it got a tank average 
of 24.1 mpg. (This compares very favor- 
ably to our fuel economy champ of 54, 
the Metropolitan.) My route took me 
crosstown, thru bumper-to-bumper traf- 
fic, over highways, and across mountains. 

Just so you won't get the idea that I’m 
sold on the small car as the only mode of 
transportation, I’ll point out a few of its 
faults: if you get hemmed in by big cars, 
you have trouble seeing where you're go- 
ing and worry that they don’t see you; 
you won't ride as softly as in a bigger car; 
it’s of little use for a family of over 4. 

Specific improvements I'd like to see in 
the Anglia are a key door lock on the pas- 
senger’s side (now there’s only 1, on the 
driver's side), wipers that sweep more 
of the windshield, and an adjustable pas- 
senger’s seat. In the meantime, I'll be 
satisfied with lots of the Anglia’s present 
features: the huge “glove compartment” 
(?), the jacking provisions for lifting the 
entire side of the car, the easy starting, 
the good-sized trunk compartment, win- 
dows that crank up in 214 turns of the 
handle, the quick (11.5 to 1 ratio) and 
easy steering, and good fuel economy. 

As new as.the ’55 Ford Anglia is, I saw 
3 others on the weekend I drove the test 
car. This helps bear out my point that 
cars of this size are constantly meeting 
with more favor. At $1398 (plus tax 
and license), they should go over well. 





Anglia makes best use of its compactness with large doors and lids 


35 PACKARD 


HE TORSION-BAR PACKARD will 
be 1 of MT’s most interesting road 
test cars if a rear-seat-ride impression 
(MT, Feb. 55) and now a driving im- 
pression is any indication. For a would-be 
owner who is not too much interested in 
mechanics, there are a raft of new styling 
features, many of which are directly re- 
lated to driving comfort. For those who 
delve more deeply into their choice of 
new cars, there is a new V8 across the 
board as well as the new suspension. 
The main styling feature that makes 
Packard more driveable this year is the 
wrap-around windshield that was some- 
how grafted onto a basic body structure 
dating back to 1951. The Patrician is a 
big car by anyone’s standards, and you 
will appreciate being able to see both 
front fenders from behind the wheel. The 
hood is relatively short, giving excellent 
forward visibility. Our 1 complaint on 
accessibility of controls is that we have 
become used to left foot braking, not too 
good a habit with Packard’s little pedal 
tucked away behind the opposite side of 
the steering column. The angle of the 


column is too steep for a wide brake 
pedal to clear it. 
Our test car was identical to the 1 


that recently traveled 25,000 miles at an 
average speed of 105 mph including pit 
stops. We expected top performance and 
found it. Using the right-hand dot in 
DRIVE range, acceleration from a standing 
start to 60 mph should check out at about 
11 seconds in the average Patrician. This 
is about 2 seconds faster than last year’s 
equivalent straight 8. We suspect much 
of this advantage comes from the new 
“gear start” feature in the revamped UI- 
tramatic, because another informal stop- 
watch check of passing range acceleration 
(50 to 80 mph) gave about 13 seconds, 
median for current big cars and a figure 
many a 1954 Patrician could match. The 
more often used 30 to 50 mph range was 
better than any of last year’s test cars; we 
did this consistently in the neighborhood 
of 414 seconds. It will be interesting to 
see how these figures check with our later, 
much more precise, road test results, for 
they were obtained with only a stopwatch 
and the assumption that the speedometer 
was 10 per cent on the optimistic side. 
Neophyte Patrician owners would do 
well to study their manual before expect- 
ing to get the most out of the dual-range 
Ultramatic. Normal starts in DRIVE range 
are made with the selector on the left- 
hand dot; the setup is the same as Dual- 
Range Hydra-Matic. In this position, the 
transmission operates like last year’s ver- 
sion. With the selector on the right-hand 
dot, however, you have the equivalent of 
LOW range for jack-rabbit starts. It will 
upshift automatically at about 50 indi- 
cated if you don’t stand on the accelerator. 
There is about a (Continued on page 54) 
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MOTORISTS 


Keep permanent records of mileage, 
lodging, meals and other traveling 
expenses with the new .. . 


KEMPER DASH-LOG 











The new Kemper Dash-Log is designed to fit on 
any car dashboard with rubber suction cups, and 


uses standard width adding machine tape. Also 
adaptable for desk or office use. The Kemper 
Dash-Log enables the motorist to save valuable 
time by logging traveling expenses, etc., while in 
the car. Constructed of durable and sturdy die 
cast alloy and may be obtained in brown, green, 
gray, maroon and blue pastel shades. 


(Send cash, check or M.O.) Price, $7.50 Ppd. 


SALESMEN: log deductible expenses as 


they occur. 
VACATIONER: Keep | an accurate record of 
vac ge and ho- 





tel expenses. 


DELIVERYMEN: Write notes, names and ad- 
dresses for next day referral. 


TRUCKDRIVERS: Record accurate mileage and 
indicate stops made. 
DEALERS—Write today on your letterhead. 
KEMPER MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
3917 Riverside Drive, Chino, California 
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Get tuto Good Paying 
AUTO BODY... FENDER WORK 


NI 5 ly Big demand in Auto Body and Fender 











work. Start training now spare time 
at home for good pay work. Practical 






Ys experience included. U.E.1. 
Training -covers metal work, 
\. ing, painting, etc. Placement service 


—or we will show you how to start 
your own shop. Behind U. E. 


TRAINING is a large national or- 
MAIL NOW | ganization founded 1927. Write to- 
FOR FACTS | day for FREE facts—no obligation 





Auto-Crafts Div., UTILITIES ENGINEERING INSTITUTE 
2523 Sheffield Ave., Dept. XAN-17, Chicago 14, II! 
0.K.! Rush Full Facts. 


eS ae eee Zone. 
m beck here for information if you are under 17 
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NOW! USE YOUR WILLYS 
OR DODGE AS BOTH A 2 
and 4 WHEEL DRIVE 


Enjoy 2-wheel drive pep, speed, 
extra mileage, performance and 
keep 4-wheel drive, power and 
traction with WARN HUBS. 
Change 4-wheel to 2-wheel or 
back in seconds with fingertip 
control. Front end assembly 
stands still in 2-wheel drive—ends 
drag, stops shimmy, cuts front 
tire wear. Increases gas mileage. Willys factory 
approved. For Willys $70.60; Willys Automatic 
$122.83 pr.—both sold exclusively by Willys deal- 
ers everywhere. Dodge Locking Hub $74.00, Stand- 
ard Hub $23.00 pr., ppd. direct or at Dodge deal- 
ers. All hubs guaranteed. Write for literature. 

WARN MFG CO.. Riverton Box 6064-TD, Seattle 88, Wash. 


=", DICE e CARDS 
? Perfect Dice, 
A Magic Dice, Ys 














ker Chips, Gam- 
ing Layouts, Dice 
Boxes, Counter 
Games, Punch- 


boa: 
CATALOG TODAY. 








K. C. CARD CO., 847 S. Wabash Av.. Chicago, Ill 
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car owner’ 


LIBRARY 


YOU AND YOUR CAR 
INSURANCE 


By George G. Coughlin and 
Joseph J. Schneider 


Published by William Morrow and Com- 
pany, Inc., 425 Fourth Ave., New York 16, 
N.Y. Price, $2.95. (Published in Canada by 
George J. McLeod Ltd., Toronto, Ont.) 


F THE MANY BOOKS MT’s editors re- 

view for your reading pleasure, You 
and Your Car Insurance rates exceptional 
praise, for it’s one of the most helpful and 
enlightening (and money-saving) examples 
of a book written expressly for the car owner. 
Presented in strictly layman’s language, the 
book is exactly what its subtitle says—“The 
Do’s and Don’t’s of Automobile Accident 
Claims and Insurance.” 

A word about the authors: George G. 
Coughlin is a prominent lawyer in New York 
State, active in automobile accident cases for 
over 25 years; co-author Schneider is a fore- 
most figure in insurance claims investigation 
and adjustment. 

Of prime importance are the descriptions 
of actual accident conditions, how to deter- 
mine your loss, how (and from whom) to 
collect damages, and the problems peculiar to 
various types of claims and claimants. Of ad- 
ditional value are the illustrative claims, court 
cases, and settlements presented for clarity. 

We were happy to find an extensive discus- 
sion on when and how you should consult or 
retain a lawyer, whom you should consult 
(“Beware of the Ambulance Chaser” is a 
sub-heading in this chapter), and the many 
baffling intricacies of lawyers’ fees. 

An up-to-date book (it includes recent 
owner classifications and current policy pro- 
visions and coverages), You and Your Car 
Insurance includes for convenience the par- 
ticulars of property damage reports to the 
various states, the time limits governing re- 
ports, where to send them, and what to say in 
them. There’s even a tear-out accident report 
bound in the book; it’s designed to be carried 
in your glove compartment, and it’s com- 
plete right down to providing dotted lines for 
entering a police officer's badge number! 


THE RED CAR 


By Don Stanford 


Published by Funk & Wagnalls, 153 E. 
24th St., New York 10, N. Y. Price, $2.75. 


ICTION, with some true (or near-true) 
events thrown in about Hap Adams, a 
teen-ager, who is fascinated by the one and 
only MG in a small town in the Colorado 
Rockies. Lady Luck smiles on him, in the form 
of tragedy to a professional driver who drives 


off the side of a mountain in an» MG-TC. 
With some fancy manipulating by his older 
friend, one Frenchy, owner of the local ga- 
rage, Hap manages to get hold of the car, 
work on it all summer, getting it ready just 
in time for the town’s first road race. 

Practice makes Hap a good driver, but 
there’s nothing that can be done about his 
lack of years. Being barred from the race, Hap 
nominates Frenchy (who it seems was one- 
time European amateur sports car champion 
driver) to drive his car. Frenchy, tho, re- 
members the unfortunate accident in France 
that once caused him to lose his fortune and 
quit racing. Coincidence must have it that 
the professional also enters the race. It’s 
mainly because of this that Frenchy agrees 
to drive, providing Hap can go along as rid- 
ing mechanic! The final 2 chapters describe 
how Frenchy goes about it. 

The descriptive copy about the cars is 
quite good and should be interesting to any 
young readers in your family. 


HOT ROD 1955 ANNUAL 
By Editors of Hot Rod 


Published by Trend, Inc., 5959 Hollywood 
Blvd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. Price, 75¢ at 
newsstands; 85¢ ppd. 


RENDS in the hot rodding sport are 

clearly indicated in this latest of Trend 
Books. The 55 Annual, with 144 packed 
pages, has chapters on nearly every phase of 
the sport. In “Dragstrips U.S.A.” it tells 
what is being done all over the country and 
gives you a diagram of a typical strip, 
should your group want to indulge in “beat- 
ing the clock.” “Slopeshooting” is another 
fascinating game described in another chap- 
ter. The Onondaga and Pikes Peak hill- 
climbs aré covered in some detail. The book 
will tell you of the 18 records that were 
broken at the Sixth Bonneville National on 
the Utah Salt Flats. Then, if you want de- 
tails on draggin’ wagons, there are 10 pages 
on this subject alone. If you’ve been to re- 
cent sports car road races, you'll recognize 
some of the hot rods covered in 
Cars Are Hot Rods Too.” Tho we usually 
refrain from blowing our own horn, we 
think you'll agree that here is a must for 
your automotive library. 


RACING . .. ROUND THE 
WORLD (1920-1935) 
By Count Giovanni Lurani 
Published by G. T. Foulis & Co., Lid., 7 
Milford Lane, Strand, W.C. 2, London, 
England. Price, $2.95. 


RIMARILY an autobiography of the 

writer's action-packed experiences as a 
rising young race driver, Racing ... Round 
the World is a vivid book on auto racing 
during the period from World War I to 
World War II. The germ of the sport caught 
Lurani before he had turned 16, radically 
changing and mastering his life. Chronolog- 
ically told, the book takes you from the 
Grand Prix of Italy in 1921, through such 
well-known events as the 1931 Monte Carlo 
Rally, the Mille Miglia, the Monza track 
races, and many others. 
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Are you? If you’ve been reading some of 
the recent ads on Porous Bronze Oil Filters, 
lll bet you are! With all the claims, 
counter-claims, similar names, smooth talk, 
fast talk, big talk and _ pseudo-scientific 
double-talk that’s been printed lately, it’s 
qite likely you (and a lot of others who 
find it hard to accept such “‘salesmanship”) 
have simply thrown up your hands. 

Make no mistake ahout it—Porous Bronze 
Filter Cartridges (every last one of them) 
doa remarkable job of filtration! The micro- 
scopic openings in their porous walls 
"screen out” all harmful grit, dirt and 
sludge that is picked up as the oil circu- 
las through the engine while performing 
its lubricating job. 

This new process of screening grit out 
of the oil (rather than through internal 
sorage, as with ordinary filter packs) 
solves the age-old problem of “loading up” 
and the consequent dangerous diminishing 
filtration factor. 


MORE MILES BEFORE OVERHAULS .. . 
FEWER OIL CHANGES 

How would you like to drive 10,000 
miles without changing oil . . . maybe 7, 
8, or 10 years straight without having to 
spend money for new rings, bearings, a re- 
bore job or some other costly repair work? 
Well, nobody guarantees all this . . . but— 
engineers do know for sure that these new 
filters offer tremendous new protection in 
this direction. The reasons for this, of 
course, are elementary! The all-metal ele- 
ment can’t soak up _ factory-compounded 
detergents . . . and grit is actually screened 
out of the oil . . . only clear, clean oil gets 
the “right of way.” New oil every 100 miles 
could not improve much on this new system. 


THE OIL FILTER CARTRIDGE YOU 
DON’T THROW AWAY 
I imagine you don’t like to toss your 
tah away any more than I do. When I 


CONFUSED? 


by Sidney Harris 


look back and see how many filter “packs” 
I have replaced over the years, it makes me 
“see red.” Probably 100’s of dollars in re- 
placements alone. Not any more, though! 

The new all-metal Oil Filter Cartridges 
never wear out . . . will actually last for- 
ever. An occasional rinse in kerosene or 
gasoline keeps them like new . . . without 
the cost. 

So maybe you'll agree you ought to bene- 
fit from one of these “Miracle” Oil Filters. 
But, that puts you back right where you 
started. Which one should you get? Possibly 
I can help you make your decision. 


CAN IT BE TRANSFERRED WHEN YOU 
TRADE-IN YOUR PRESENT CAR? 

There are more than 30 different type 
filter housings in the various-make cars. The 
cylindrical shaped bronze element fits all 
of them and can be transferred to your 
next car. What good is a “Lifetime” car- 
tridge if it only fits your present car? 


DOES IT HAVE A DOUBLE ACID BARRIER? 

All Bronze Filters strip out most acid- 
causing moisture. But is that enough? This 
same cylindrical shaped model has what is 
called a Free-Magnesium barrier which 
neutralizes remaining acids. This prevents 
acid wear or “etching” of cylinder walls 
and bearings. 


DOES IT HAVE ENOUGH FILTERING AREA? 
HOW ABOUT WALL STRENGTH? 

The cylindrical Improved-Lifetime brand 
averages 43% more area than other de- 
signs. This naturally provides greater filter- 
ing capacity and efficiency. According to an 
Independent Testing Laboratory, it is also 
93% stronger. This is not just “talk” 
you can obtain a Notarized photo- copy of 
the Lab’s Report FREE upon request. 


1S IT EASY TO INSTALL? DOES IT HAVE 
A CRITICAL GASKET SEAL? 
Because IMPROVED-LIFETIME is a 


WHO'S CONFUSED? 


complete, factory sealed unit (self-sealing 
on center-post) the right way is the only 
way to install it! Takes only 5 minutes. No 
gaskets to cause installation difficulties. An 
important point to consider. 


ARE PRICES HONESTLY STATED? 

You can’t buy any “Full-Flow’ Bronze 
Filter for $6.95. If you drive any car with 
a “Full-Flow” oil system (as listed in the 
ad below), you have to pay more. IM- 
PROVED-LIFETIME tells you, before you 
buy, exactly what cars use this system. This 
saves delay of reordering and possible un- 
expected “extra charges” later on. Read 
the ads very carefully, for your own pro- 
tection. 

If your car has no oil filter, you will 
require a complete Filter Unit. . . . Im- 
proved-Lifetime includes the Bronze Ele- 
ment. Do all others? 


WHAT ABOUT THE COMPANY 
BEHIND THE PRODUCT? 


Is it financially sound ? Does it actually 
supply both “by-pass” and “full-flow” fil- 
ters? Will it ship promptly from stock? 
(The IMPROVED-LIFETIME factory has 
to stock only 2 types—some other kinds 
would require up to 30 different types). 
Does it honor its guarantees? Does it have 
a good name among dealers and jobbers in 
the trade? 

Some of these questions you may only be 
able to answer through personal experience. 


HOPE WE’VE HELPED “CLEAR THE AIR” 

Inasmuch as our Company was the origi- 
nator of all ‘Lifetime’ Bronze Oil Filters, 
we are vitally concerned with your knowing 
the facts. Read all the filter ads, then make 
up your own mind. After you’ve seen them 
all, we feel sure you will want to turn back 
to this page. Full details are given below on 
our 30-day trial offer. 





Trade Mark 








E TRIAL! DOUBLE YOUR 


Not Just Claims...But Honest Facts: 


1. First Cost = final cost. No more ‘‘Packs” to buy. 

2. Transfer from one car to next; Fits them all. 

3. Removes all grit; can’t soak up detergents. 

4. Complete with Acid Neutralizer added. 

5. Greatest wall strength; most filtering area. 

6. No ‘‘tricky” gasket seals. (Factory sealed.) 

7. 5 minutes to install; Right way is only way. 

8. Occasional kerosene rinse cleans like new. 

9. Prices clearly stated for each make of car. 
10. Originators of “Lifetime” Brand Oil Filters. wr l 
11. All models available for immediate delivery. es: 
12. Double your money back guarantee. 


DEALERS! JOBBERS! 










PAUSES st 


ONLY 1 00 


With Ordem—Balance C:0:0 


HOW TO ORDER 

For Most Cars. 
For Buick V8; 
Olds V8; Pontiac V8; 
& Linc; 
& Merc.; 


“‘BY-PASS”’: 
““FULL-FLOW”’: 


Pord ‘'6” 
Ford V8 
Chrysler. 












Cc 


COMPLETE FILTER UNIT: For 
cars with no filter case. 


ENGINE PRODUCTS MFG. CO Dept. 

5801 E. Beverly Bivd., Los Angeles 22, Calif. 

C] | enclose $2. Will pay balance plus small 
C.0.D. charge on delivery. 

OO | enclose $_ 
prepaid. 

(] RUSH ‘‘By-Pass”’ Filter Element at $6.95 













aa Sea MILLIONS OF FUSED BRONZE 
partes SPHERES . filter out 

: abrasive particles as small 
as 39 millionths of an inch! 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! 
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______ in full payment. Ship 











i I Telw ae el) meri mal RUSH ‘‘Full-Flow’’ Filter Element at $11.95 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE ! the booming RUSH Complete Filter (Incl. Case) at $12.95 
Try, Test IMPROVED - LIFETIME 30 demand with just | understand that if | am not completely satis- 
days! If not 100% satisfied, return 2 sizes for all cars fied | may return for full refund within 30 days. 
for full refund. This amazing filter & light trucks CAR YEAR MAKE_ MODEL 
is guaranteed for 10 years . . . far (Instead of 20 or NAME is 
stronger than other designs or 30). Write or oie -~—--- 
DOUBLE YOUR MONEY BACK! wire today! Pats. RE 
Pending| CITY ZONE STATE__ 
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Air Lift in 
normal rid- 
ing posi- 
tion. 





Close-up of AIR LIFTS Saving Your Life 


You didn’t expect the turn. You cut the wheel — hard — and centrif- 
ugal force tries to hurl you down the embankment. Your AIR LIFTS 
Pneumatic Spring Boosters absorb the stress and hold you on the road. 





AIR LIFTS slip inside coil springs and inflate with air to cushion and 
support spring action for a smoother, safer ride. You don’t sway or Air Lift ab- 
lean so much on curves or “dip” on hard stops. They also take bumps sorbing 
from the road and cut tire and repair bills. They're simple to install stress of 
and factory guaranteed. See your favorite dealer or write for details, curve. 

specifying make and model of car. Write Dept. 53, 


FREE — Ask for How to Stop Front End Troubles folder. 




















DON'T MISS 


Supercharging and 
‘55 Ford & Merc, Part Il 
Both by Chuck Eddy! 


in the 


APRIL 
CAR CRAFT 


On Sale Mar. 3 

















MILE-O-METER “Custom” 
ABSOLUTELY FREE! 





@ SEND NO MONEY — PAY POSTMAN NOTHING! 


= @ Gace HALL ENGINEERING INC. 

DEPT. M-35, NORTH HAMPTON, N. H. 

YES! Send me the new ( ) $14.95 or ( ) $9.95 
Mile-O-Meter '‘CUSTOM" postage prepaid! I'll 
examine and test the ‘Custom’ for 7 full days! 


POSTMAN NO 





At the end of that time, I'll simply send payment 
or return the instrument! 
Name 
Address 
2 State 
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Continued from page 51 
Driving Around 


half inch of play (for the kickdown) jp 
the pedal beyond full-throttle point 
Above 40 mph, it is immaterial which 
dot you choose to drive in. Above about 
55 mph, you’re in direct drive, period; 
you can’t automatically downshift at all 

You'll notice another novel effect the 
first time you accelerate the engine agains 
the brake, as you sometimes do in antici. 
pation of a traffic light race with the guy 
next to you in a Cadillac. If you let the 
car creep just the least bit, the rear end 
will rise in the air almost to the limits of 
shock absorber travel. The compensator 
can’t take over to correct this because there 
is a cut-out switch that operates from the 
pressure in the hydraulic brake line. 

Hard cornering is not much different 
from that of a conventionally sprung 
Packard of the immediate past. There 
seems to be less lean, but the car will 
still tend to go into a 4-wheel drift be. 
fore the rear end will break loose. Pack. 
ards have always been éngineered for 
understeer, a quality which will allowa 
skillful driver to get the maximum from 
his automobile. 


Half-Wheeling 


F YOU WONDER what it’s like to 
drive a car that has a wheel like an air- 
plane (that’s with the upper half cut off), 
you should drive the Kaiser custom owned 
by D. M. Reed. 

After he lowered the top on his car 
he found that to obtain better vision if 
was necessary to cut off the upper half of 
the wheel. This left only the crossbar and 
the rim. He then added a large spinn 








knob on the left side at the intersectios 
of the bar with the rim. It definitely help 
forward vision since you don’t have 
look over and through the top of the whee 
when driving down a straight road. Us 
fortunately, the large number of o 
(5%) lock to lock makes it somewhi 
impractical. 

As I drove it for the first time I foun 
that I had to hold onto the spinner wit 
my left hand, using that to turn the whee 
but at the same time, I was grabbing f 
air with my right hand. It’s a little di 
concerting, but the owner claims that yo 
do get used to it. I could see the poss 
bility of such a wheel if there was of 
1 turn lock to lock. —pgl¢ Woron 
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vem! the worlds fastest sport... 
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limits of =— —— i i i i 
pensator 
a HERE IS THE LATEST, most up-to-date book 
in yet offered on the nation’s newest fastest sport! 
different Nearly 150 pages packed full of photos, dia- 
sprung grams and expertly written chapters, will give 
There , you valuable inside information, much of 
car willl | which is revealed for the first time in this 
drift be. exciting book. 
e. Pack} | 
red for See how you can build your own chassis, boost 
allow a engine horsepower—from simple street to full 
im from| |, race modifications; Details on safety features 
' for your car; how to organize hometown drag 
strips plus a complete listing of official coun- 
' try-wide timing records. 
like w | Look for this new Trend Book on your news- 
cana} | stand today or use the handy coupon below 
cut off)f | to order your copy now. 
o owned | 
his car 
vision it 
+ half of 
sbar and 
sine] Other Trend Books 








now available 





Plastic Cars: The book that shows you how 
to design and build, to your own design, a 
fiberglas car, boat, furniture and house- 
hold items. Here is a guide to supply sources 
and facts on all current production cars. 


Classic Cars & Antiques: A collector’s hand- 
book on how to look for, buy and restore 
vintage cars. Interesting historical back- 
ground on all classics plus a chapter on the 
development of the automobile. 144 pages 
and 225 photos of over 100 different makes. 






ersectiog 
aly help 
have 4 
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vad. Us 
of turf Custom Cars 1955 Annual: A showcase of the 
smewha country’s top ten customs revealing inti- 
mate construction details and helpful ideas 
I fou that you can use. A complete section on 
ner wif doing your own upholstery is worth the 
ie whe cost of the book alone. 
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that 9 Look for these informative 
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on your newsstand today! 
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Compiled by the. editors 
of Hot Rod, Motor Trend 


and Car Craft magazines 





MAIL THIS COUPON NOW 


Trend Books 


5959 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


Enclosed 16: $...ccc.c.<cncccace eee 


and handling). $1 in Canada. 


[] Hot Rod 1955 Annual 
(_] Custom Cars 1955 Annual 


address. 


[] Classic Cars & Antiques 
C Plastic Cars 











books at 85¢ each (includes postage 





city... 
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SPECIFY 
Grant 
‘PISTON RINGS | 


Write today for Grant’s free literature and in- 
formation on reringing. Learn how these scien- 
tifically one piston rings eliminate drag, 

out and scoring by constantly 
recuppiying the S cylinder with return lubricant. 


GET THE NEW SPECIFICATIONS FOR FOREIGN 
AND DOMESTIC CARS. 


Grant 


PISTON RINGS 





WATER, FUEL & LUBRICATION CORRECTION 
WITH WATERTAB, GASTAB & OILTAB 





























The concentrate pellet form of motor aids— 
“Proven in the Oilfield & Heavy Industry” 
WATERTAB: Cleans and prevents scale and 


(1 tab treats corrosion in cooling system. 


car-size system) 


GASTAB: Cleans fuel line, carburetor and 
(1 tab equals1 pt. combustion chamber. 

liquid condensed) 

OILTAB: Cleans oil lines and _ screen, 


(1 tab equals 1 qt. frees valves and piston rings. 


liquid condensed) 
New car prevention pack 
(Contains 1 Watertab, 1 Gastab, 2s jm 
Used car clean-up pack... $3.00 
(Contains 2 Watertabs, 3 Gastabs, 3 ‘Oiltabs) 
Add Calif. sales tax on Calif. orders 


2 vy ap 4 & Satisfaction Guaranteed 
k or money order from 


GEO. T. pak 4 188 “E” St., San Bernardino, Calif. 
DISTRIBUTORS WANTED 


FULL PROTECTION! 


THE NEW 
BELL 


“500” 


HELMET 


Write today for 
information! 
Dealer inquiries invited 


AuT , ,° 
BELL 2633 Gage te. bell 43, cat. 

















RAMCOTE Flexible Finishes 
for Leather and Vinyl-Plastics 


Restore original color and texture to 
Or change color! 
Wash- 
ge s. 
- 69th 






ovr car uphoiste 
Easily panes. No track or peel. 


roof, serves, 
write for FREE ester’ hawt. 1141 Ww 
St., Chicago 21, Hil. 
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Continued from page 43 


Classic Comments 


not classic. 1 personally find it very dif- 
ficult to call most ordinary Duesenberg, 
Auburn, and Cord 4-door sedans classics. 
They are not convertible and are general- 
ly lacking in appearance and suitable for 
one purpose only. They therefore lack the 
required element found in the definition 
of a classic as I apply those elements to a 
given automobile. Based on this reason- 
ing I feel that many Cords are not classics. 

A classic car fulfills certain require- 
ments and it is therefore separate and 
apart from ordinary cars. Classics com- 
mand attention and affection; in short, 
they are different. What distinguishes a 
4-door stock sedan built by Auburn or 
Cord or built for Duesenberg? You feel 
that the Auburn sedan looks like a Chev- 
rolet of the same year. I feel that an Au- 
burn sedan does not look as good as a 
Chevrolet sedan of the same year. 

How many enthusiasts are there who 
will spend hard-earned cash to acquire 
these 4-door sedans? We know that 
many do so and they must be prompted 
by personal motives. Perhaps they like the 
mechanical features, the performance, the 
dependability, or even the appearance. 
Perhaps they purchase these automobiles 
because they cannot purchase more de- 
sirable cars. 

How many collectors would purchase a 
Duesenberg sedan if they could purchase 
an Auburn speedster or a Duesenberg con- 
vertible coupe for approximately the same 
amount of money? Classicism is a relative 
thing and therefore there are certain clas- 
sics that are more desirable than other 
classics. Different individuals will place 
different automobiles in the categories 
known as classic, desirable classic, less 
desirable classic, semi classic, special inter- 
est, non-classic and vintage. Will the 
members of ACD please form a line on 
the right? I'll take you on 1 at a time. 


This Stutz. a 1932 DV-32, 


reads in part: 


QUESTION—I became a classic car en- 
thusiast after reading the letter of Bob 
Helfenstein of Detroit, published in the 
February 1953 MT. Had I not read that 
atticle it is quite possible the magnificent 
car pictured would not be in existence 
today. 

Marvin Zukor 

San Francisco, Calif. 
ANSWER—Marvin enclosed a picture 
of a 1934 Packard 12 Dietrich victoria 


cits fi PeeTeT 


é ‘ 
roe 


convertible. The car appears to be as 
sharp as any classic 1 have ever seen. 
Feast your eyes on this beauty. 


GOOD NEWS DEPT.: Bob: I can get 
any of the following cars for the stated 
prices: 1929 Buick coupe—good condi- 
tion—no rust—$25; 1929 Reo sedan, 
good condition, rust on right-hand fender 
—$25; 1925 Buick sedan, good condi- 
tion, rust on the chrome—$30; 2 Due- 
senberg sedans, some rust on bodies, up- 
holstery is excellent—$70 each; 1925 
Model T Ford 4-door sedan, excellent 
condition—$400; 1925 excellent condi- 
tion truck—$300. I am only 17 years 
old and can’t afford to buy them all. I 
have a 1930 model A Ford coupe. As of 
now I’ve spent $75 on it; very good 
condition. 

Richard J. Gronouske 

337 No. 9th St. 

Saginaw, Mich. 
ANSWER—I took the liberty of print- 
ing Richard’s address because of his ap- 
parent desire to help our readers. Thanks 
a lot, Richard. For a 17-year-old, you 
really have your hand in the classic pie. 





carries a convertible victoria body by Rollston, svelte 
enough to cause any collector to violate one of the 10 commandments, which 


“thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s motor car.” DV-32 stands for 


4 valves in each of the 8 cylinders, and the 332-cubic-inch engine puts out 160 
horsepower at 3900 rpm. Other Stutzes of this era, most familiar of which was the 
closetoupled Super Bearcat, had fabric bodies by Weymann. The company stopped 
passenger car production in 1933 due to acute financial constriction, but continued 
producing a milk-delivery wagon (with a Franklin air-cooled 4) for several years 
afterwards. Unsold, beautiful, leftover Stutzes could be bought as late as 1935 
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Motor Melange 


JT THE HEAVILY ATTENDED annual 
AA Contest Board Meeting at Los An- 
beles, a tasty entree was served up by Col. 
._W. Herrington in the form of dia- 
mond-studded Championship medals. Re- 
jpients were: Jimmy Bryan, National 
hampion; Manuel Ayulo, Second Place; 
ack McGrath, Third Place. Herrington 
9 presented driver Marshall Teague 
with his award as 1954 National Stock 





far Champion. 

By the time dessert rolled around, the 
bard had acted to create a new class of | 
cing for the stock cars in 1955. It will | 





ke the “Stock Engine Class,” using late | 
odel cars with stock engines—but with 
ification permitted to the chassis. 
The board adopted a new ruling con- | 
ming stock-type, non-overhead-camshaft 
gines in race cars. The new ruling re- 
oves all restrictions on the non-overhead- | 
engine (except for a non-supercharged 
05-cubic-inch piston displacement limit ) | 
r all big cars, everywhere but in the 
indianapolis 500-mile classic. 
Thus, stock-type engines, up to 305 
nbic inches, non-supercharged, can be! 
sed without further restrictions in Sprint 
ind National Championship race cars. 
ny modification desired in the engine 
ill be permitted, so long as it is non- 





werhead-cam type and does not exceed 
5 cubic inches displacement. How- 
ver, the Indianapolis Motor Speedway 
00-mile race will continue to be limited 
bengines of not more than 274.59 cubic 
ches displacement, non-supercharged, 
hd 183.060 cubic inches, supercharged, 
he board members sagely advised. 

VITH THE DAYTONA BEACH SPEED 
RIALS in the offing (Feb. 20-27), 
lhrysler at presstime announced general 


*failability of their “300” hardtop. This 


br, built on a New Yorker chassis, sports 
grille similar to that used on the Im- 
trial, and chrome wire wheels are stand- 
fd. Under the hood is a souped-up Fire- 






















bwer engine rated at 300 horsepower, 
om whence comes the name. Contribut- 
ig to the boost is a cam ground to the 
t point where it will still idle, 2 4-bar- 
| carburetors, and hard (but not roller ) 
ppets. Price should fall somewhere be- 
een the New Yorker and Imperial. 
IASCAR (National Association for 
ck Car Auto Racing, Inc.), which oper- 
in cooperation with 5 different divi- | 
ons of races all over the country, an- 
bunces that it ran over 1600 races last 
ar, with purses totalling over $1,775,- 
0. Anyone for lamb chops? 

USUAL IN ITS COMPREHENSIVE- | 
SS is the best description of General | 
roleum’s half-hour film of the 5th| 
-American Road Race. Included are | 
me remarkable near-ground-level shots 
bm the air and a feeling that you are 
re. For showings to your club, school, 
see the local General Petroleum office. 






BIG... NEW... 












+ « « Speed Equipment Catalog in Color, 
Action pictures, tune-up hints, the very 
latest from 
the nation’s leading manufacturers. Send 
25¢ for your copy ... TODAY! 


“hi-performance equipment” 


SPECIAL OFFER . . . WHILE THEY LAST! SAVE UP TO $25.00 


COMPLETE Dual Exhaust System 
with Dual Headers and Dual Muf- 
flers . . . (from famous maker) 
For Any Model FORD V-8... 
1942 thru 1954... Only $49.95 


— 


109 NORTH 7th STREET 


Rina PHONE C-8174 
DEPT. M M 














SUMAR “Safety Seat Belts’’ includes 
BELTS for TWO people, ALL “‘tie- 
down” fittings, full instructions, in 6 
popular colors. Complete as shown 
ONLY $16.95 postpaid in U.S.A. 









INDIANA 


TERRE HAUTE, 


















Now sold out on newsstands across the 
nation but still available by mail order, 
these valuable Trend Books are a must 
for your library! Written by the experts, 
these handy manuals are chock-full of 
helpful ideas, revealing photos and facts 
unavailable elsewhere. 


You may assure yourself of having any one of 
these great books by mailing the handy coupon 
below today! Don’t wait, the supply is definitely 
limited ! 








— #107 “DREAM CARS” 


W orld’s most unusual cars; past, present, future. 


[] #105 “RESTYLE YOUR CAR” 


Custom techniques, materials in full detail. 


(1) #103 “HOW TO BUY A CAR” 


New or used, a valuable illustrated guide. 


C) #104 “SPEED & SPORT” 


History, events; the complete sports car story. 


(0) #115 “HIGH FIDELITY” 


4 guide to an exciting new sound, 


(C #108 “SPIN TACKLE FISHING” 
Fa 


cts, photos on the popular new sport. 





TREND BOOKS 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


Enclosed is $...... for the books checked above 
at 85c each, postpaid. $1 each for residents of 
Canada. 
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MT RESEARCH road test 
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Dodge’s most competitive produ: 
to-date, the ‘55 reaches ney 
heights in driving eas 
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Arrow in photo above points out base of 
Oriflow shock absorber seen thru front 
coil spring; shocks now have more travel 


Dodge’s lengthy, flat leaf springs, wider 
this year, are designed to lessen body 
roll. Rear shocks have been repositioned 
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HERE ARE A LOT of details you 
won't spot when you see a 55 Dodge 
like MT’s Custom Royal 4-door test car 
going down the street. Nor is there any 
substitute for stopwatches and electric tim- 
ers when it comes to getting the perform- 
ance story on a new car. That’s where MT 
Research comes in. With this report we 
hope to further the value of the tips and 
facts on this, and other cars that you'll 
find in the Buyer’s Guide (starting on 
page 16.) 
Behind the wheel: First of all, you'll 
like the feel of the steering wheel; it’s 
obviously one of the factors contribut- 
ing to our praise of the new Dodge’s 
driving ease. We'll skip the measurements 
and personal descriptions of the wheel- 
to-seat relationship; it’s just plain comfort- 
able and no one complained of any facet. 
As you scan the instruments, you'll no- 
tice some highlights flashing across the 
faces of the dials, but all the gauges are 
easy to find, and they’re marked clearly 
with white needles on a black background. 
Stylewise, the instruments and their lay- 
out rate high; in application, they would 
be better if they were marked for closer, 
more accurate readings. 
It may be a sunny day when you drive 
the '55 Dodge, but you won’t be blinded 
by glare from the panel, thanks to a good- 


Suspension in action: even tho whed 
bounces on uneven test road surface; 
Dodge’s softly sprung body remains even}, 
By Jim Lodge 
looking, smooth-but-dull black painted fin- 
ish across the top of the panel. Hereg 
something to think about: Someone sug! 
gested that this satin finish could be used 
effectively on the hood—much like 
black strip down an airplane’s shiny co 
Looking down the Dodge’s red-painted} 
chrome-edged hood (panel and top weft 
red, the body was white ), you can see bof 


fenders, and a good view of the road. Witig**! i 


the power seat centered fore and aft, w 
and down, our average-sized driver coult 
spot an object on the ground 16 feet im” 
front of the bumper. The rearward-slant} 


ing wrap-around windshield gives a widg** 
field of vision, with some distortion at ig‘! 
extremities (but not at the normal line-off#t« 


sight used for driving). 

Look into the wide rear view mirfo 
you have a wide-angle expanse of the ro 
behind you in sight, and a further glan# 
shows that there’s no blind spot at 
Dodge’s newly designed quarter panel. B 
rising in the seat (or by raising the powee” 
seat slightly), you can see the right reap" 
fender and rear deck to aid you in pa 
ing the lower, longer 55 Dodge. (It’s al 
¥%-inch wider this year.) 

By turning the key-starter and droppin 
the PowerFlite control lever into DR 
you can move away in a smooth (Db 
noisy ) rush, or you can restrain your rigl 















REAR WHEEL HORSEPOWER 
(Determined on Clayton chassis dynamom- 
eter. All tests are made under full load, 
which is similar to climbing a hill at full 
throttle. Observed hp figures not corrected 


to standard ic ) 
56 road hp 1800 rpm and 25 mph 
62 road hp @ 2000 rpm and 34 mph 
77 road hp 2500 rpm and 52 mph 
Max. 97 road hp 3250 rpm and 72 mph 





TOP SPEED 

(In miles per hour over surveyed 1/4-mile.) 
Fastest 1-way run 102.7 

101.0 

101.8 


Slowest 1-way run 
Average of 4 runs 










; by Lodge and D’Olivo 


foot and ease away from the curb with 
barely a sound from the powerplant. 
Although your hand might reach for a 
steering column shift lever at first, you'll 
oon get used to—and like—the dash- 
mounted gear selector. (Until you're really 
fmiliar with this setup, a hurried shift 
fom DRIVE to LOW for braking is quite 
wkward.) We'll go along with Chrysler 
orp.’s pitch that this exclusive position- 
ing furthers the automatic qualities of 
heir transmission, because once the selec- 
tor is set, it’s forgotten; there’s no quad- 
mnt in front of you, no shift lever to 
puch or toy with while driving. 
Handling: If you have in mind a car 
quipped as our test car was, with power 


20 whe 
surface 
nins ev 
























inted fin- 
1. Here’ 
cone Ss 
1 be 
like thd 
liny co 
d-painte 
top weft 


1 see bof 
or Wil ering, power brakes, and PowerFlite, 
d aft, ume ‘ll go for the Dodge in a big way, for 


ms handling ease is truly something that 
6 feet igust be tried to be appreciated. “Full- 
ard-slangime,” coaxial-type (integral) power 
es a widgeeting takes all the work out of maneu- 
tion at iting the Dodge, and because of the re- 
al line-ofguction in wheel turns with power steer- 
ng (5 turns with the standard system, 3% 
ith the power assist), you can wind the 
£ the roa0dge around hairpin turns without be- 
er glan’ ming crossed up in arms and elbows. 
a Throwing the new Dodge into a severe 


ver co 


w mirro 








pote agitn results in an uncomfortable feeling 
the powe” only for the passengers, but for the 
right remiver as well, for excessive heelover 
1 in pa n't conducive to peace of mind when 
(It’s al ‘re moving a 3850-pound missile thru 

tight turn that caught you by surprise. 
-droppi ill this soft springing has this attribute: 
to DRivi lets the Dodge stick to the road like a 


ight-flying bug on a windshield. Thus, 


oth (b . 
won't often encounter the problem of 


your rig 


ACCELERATION 
(In seconds, checked with fifth wheel and 
electric speedometer.) 


Standing start /4-mile (68 mph) 20.3 
0-30 mp! 5.2 
0-60 mph 16.2 

10-30 mph 3. 


& 
c—) 
3 
3 
> 
aN 
wo 


50-80 mph 1 


SPEEDOMETER ERROR 

(Checked with fifth wheel and electric speed- 
ometer.) 

Car speedometer read 30 @ true 30 mph 
47 @ true 45 mph 
62 @ true 60 mph 
78 @ true 75 mph 
107 @ top speed 





Once set in Drive range, PowerFlite’s 
control lever is soon forgotten. Testers 
found position awkward for downshifts 





MT’s test car plows out of roadside snow 
trap, demonstrates smooth power flow at 
rear wheels and car’s ability to dig in 


pulling the Dodge out of a drift or broad- 
slide. Even at higher speeds where the car 
will drift or become undecided at the front 
wheels, slight steering correction brings 
a swift recovery. On top of that, you have 
an excellent power reserve should it be 
necessary to apply more than the usual 
amount of steering correction. 

Roadability: Despite what might feel 
like an overly soft ride, roadability per se 
doesn’t suffer too much. Dips taken at 
40-50 mph are smoothed out with 1 
motion; when speeds go up and the dips 
get rougher, the front end begins to feel 
as if it had a life of its own, but this is 
due largely to the lack of road feel through 
the pump-driven helping hand on the 
steering wheel. (It’s interesting to note 
that without a simple rubber grommet be- 


TEST CAR AT A GLANCE 
‘55 Dodge V8 Custom Royal with Powerflite 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 
(In miles per gallon; checked with fuel flow- 
—- fifth wheel be electric speedometer. 
Mobilgas Regular used. 
. . Steady 30 mph 21.5 
Steady 45 mph 20.1 
Steady 60 mph 16.8 
Steady 75 mph 13.9 
Stop-and-go driving 
over measured course 14.3 
Tank average for 600 miles 13.1 


STOPPING DISTANCE 
(To the nearest foot; checked with electrically 
actuated detonator.) 





Panel-mounted shift lever’s linkage is no 
simpler than former unit; though modi- 
fied, PowerFlite quadrant remains same 


tween the manual steering control shaft 
and the power steering control section be- 
low it, there would be mo road feel at the 
steering wheel. It can be seen, then, that 
this built-in “feel” is a limit set up by 
Chrysler Engineering in supplying maxi- 
mum steering ease. ) 

The Dodge squats down smoothly in 
most dips, and comes up without oscilla- 
tion. Only once did the car touch pavement 
and that was in a severe, jolting dip; here, 
the front bumper scratched the asphalt, 
with the low-set (forward and below the 
pan) tie rods and steering control-arm 
ends coming dangerously close to the road. 
Wheel return is good, and there’s no wan- 
der on uneven road surfaces or in a cross- 
wind. Out-of-balance tires and wheels 
caused some wheel “tramping” and a 
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66% 


DIDN'T HAVE 
TO DIE!! 


The Indiana State Police, cooperating 
with Cornel University scientists, have 
investigated hundreds of fatal accidents, 
and have recently revealed the amazing 
truth. Out of 100 persons killed in auto 
crashes, 66*would definitely have been 
saved had they been wearing safety belts. 
Famous military and aircraft belt maker 
now offers air-line type safety belts for 
all cars. Money-back guarantee. No finer 
belt regardless of price. Belts are easily 
installed and meet rigid CAA require- 
ments. List colors: grey, green, blue, 
maroon. All belts come equipped with 
complete hardware and easy to follow 
instructions. 


- ) 
Ov ou aes ((' 0 


DELUXE BELT 
Nylon webbing. Streamlined buckle capable 
of withstanding 3500 Ib. ioad which by for 
exceeds CAA requirements. $9.95 ppd. front 
seat single. $10.95 ppd. complete rear seat 
No C.O.D.’s. 


D. 
] 

Oo EI ELm=m 0 

COMMERCIAL SAFETY BELT 
Nylon webbing. Same buckle os used by TWA 
and 90% of all commercial airlines. $8.95 ppd. 
front seat single: $9.95 ppd. complete rear 
seat. No C.O.D.‘s. 

Write teday to: 


MARECO CORP. 


5916 Sepulveda Bivd., Van Nuys, Calif. 












GRAND PRIX 
TOURS 






TOUR EUROPE WITH DUSTY MAHON 


Enjoy an exciting vacation touring France, Belgium, 
Germany, Switzeriand, italy, Engiand and Ireland. By de- 
luxe Motor Coach, you'll be taken to all the racing clas- 
sics, automobile factories, and be introduced to all the 
local sports car clubs. Excellent hotel accommodations. 


Write for information and literature for all tours to: 


Dusty Mahon 
Larchmont Travel Agency. 
221 Ne. Larchmont Bivd., 
Los Angeles 4, Calif. 

Phane HO. 3-5689 










PATENTED STEERING STABILIZER 


New, amazing results on Pontiac, Olds, Cad, 

Packard, Ford, Mercury and Lincoln. Prepaid 

$1.25. Literature 25¢ (refundable). 
SHEMCO PRODUCTS COMPANY 

Box 202 Williston, No. Dak. 





ONE-WIPE AUTO CLOTH 


Will you spend 10 minutes and L¢ for a spar- 
kling Clean Car—inside and out? Use ONE-WIPE 
Auto Cloth and road dirt, scum and dull look 
vanishes. A simple and easy way to dry-wash 
your car without water, harmful detergents or 
abrasives, etc. Lasts 100 times or more. ACT NOW 
by sending $1.00, ppd. Satisfaction guaranteed. 


Berneil Products, Dept. MT 
516 Fifth Ave., N.Y. 36, N.Y. 











MORGAN- 


Dri: ea 
S TUDES = 
eat nenor’d better 

cf BOAST new rugged power, 

economy, flashing get-away. Get 
parts list, pics, hop-up info, tune-up tips all for 
50c with Double-Your-Money Certificate worth $1 
on buys. Tell whether for V8 or Champion. Write 
* FRANK MORGAN CO. Dept. BL-3 
MARYSVILLE, CALIFORNIA 
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somewhat uneven ride at speeds approach- 
ing the car's maximum. 

Snow along MT’s mountain road test 

circuit served as a further test of roadabil- 
ity; there was no undue sliding or awk- 
ward fishtailing, and pulling out of the 
cold stuff from a stop was easy, with Pow- 
erFlite providing smooth traction. The 
Dodge's Goodyear tubeless tires aided off- 
the-road maneuvering; these were later 
credited with an assist in bringing the 
car to a fast, non-skid emergency stop in 
fast-moving, rainy-day traffic. 
Ride: The 55 Dodge’s soft ride brings 
varying reactions, depending on your out- 
look on motoring pleasure. Better con- 
trolled and less floating than it has been 
in years gone by, this Chrysler heritage 
soaks up bumps and ruts easily, and irons 
out streetcar tracks and highway tar strips. 
But, as pointed out in last month’s test of 
the ‘55 Plymouth, while you don’t feel 
these disturbances, you Fear them. Under- 
coating should help, and we look forward 
to more and better soundproofing in fu- 
ture production. There’s plenty of body 
movement (of the car, not the passengers ) 
on washboard roads, and some body panel 
noise, but very little discomfort to the 
Dodge’s passengers. 

Sidesway, a necessary evil to this flex- 
ible ride, is very noticeable, and passen- 
gers were thrown heavily from one side of 
the car to the other as the Dodge leaned 
severely in the curves of our twisting test 
course and in the mountains. 

Why the soft ride, when the trend has 
been toward flatter cornering and sports- 
car-like stability (and the sacrifices that 
go with it in many cases)? Chrysler Corp. 
in general, and Dodge and Plymouth in 
particular, continues to emphasize soft 
riding qualities with the least possible 
sacrifice in roadability. Keep in mind 
this excerpt from a conversation with a 
Chrysler Engineering spokesman: Features 
engineered into the cars, for instance, 
are those that “bring it up to roadability 
standards acceptable to the general public.” 

Engineered into the 55 Dodge are 
wider rear springs (widened to 2!» inches 
14-inch increase) for a reduction in 
body roll, and new placement of shock ab- 
sorbers (the shocks play an important part 
in this setup). The front shocks now act 
vertically within the coil springs; the rear 
Oriflow shocks are anchored to the rear of 
the axle housing rather than to the front. 
These changes allow more shock absorber 
action, giving the long, comparatively soft 
Oriflow units up to 44 per cent (in front) 
more piston travel for more ride control. 

A discussion of ride should include 
basic design factors .or added equipment 
that adds to passenger comfort. In the 
case of the Dodge, this means almost pri- 
marily good basic body design. Although 
the '55 Dodge is about 2 inches lower over- 
all than the 54 model, headroom remains 
a talked-about feature. Legroom, is good, 
and seating space is strictly family size. 

The test car’s interior combined black 






















Stopping power is good, showed little 
change from last year. Dodge nosed 
down, but stops were free of unevenness 








cloth (with an unobtrusive silver-thread- 
ed design and white “Cordagrain” plastic 
trim. Door panels were of embossed, metal- 
lic plastic, only the rose-colored headliner 
detracted from a highly durable appear- 
ance. A colorful, modern-looking interior, 
it was judged handsome by all who scru- 
tinized the Custom Royal test car. 
Performance: As expected, performance 
is improved, and a quick glance at the 
dynamometer figures will show that the 
Dodge put some 53 per cent of its rated 
horsepower onto the Clayton machine's 
rollers “flat out” ,at 3300 rpm. Dyno 
tests came off without a hitch; the car ran 
quietly, and didn’t overheat. 

Out on the road, power is translated 
into steady, potent pickup; kicking down 
into LOW from DRIVE at 30-35 mph, 
you'll “dig in” with smooth-but-instant 
response that will satisfy you. 

The Dodge's boost in horses and inches 
(and a torque boost from 222 to 245 lbh | 
ft.) for "55 means rapid 4-mile and 
50-80 runs. A wheel balancing job was 
needed to correct a bad “shimmy” during 
the top speed runs; but once steadied, the 
Dodge averaged 101 mph, a slight i 
crease over last year's test car. Gearing @ 
unchanged for '55; for a complete descrig 
tion of Dodge’s PowerFlite transmissio 
see page 34 of the Buyers Guide. 
Brakes: The power-boosted brakes o 
the Dodge test car showed only sligh 
amount of fade during the brake chee 
and after repeated, hard stops terminatif 
acceleration runs. Having an automat 
transmission, our test car was fitted wif 
what Dodge calls the “rudder-bar” brak 
pedal; it’s an extra-wide, slim pedal (s 
pended from the firewall) that’s handy fe 
left foot brake application. It’s too high 
for pivoting quickly on your right foo 
from the accelerator to the brake, but if 
height provides good leverage for ha 
stops or when the power booster is drained 
of vacuum. Stopping distances wefé 
within inches of those of the '54 car; [># 
there was plenty of nose-down on deceler- Heli 
ation, but stops were easy, and completely ‘ 
free of swerve or uneven wheel lockup. 
Economy: Not the Dodge’s prime forte, 
economy figures from our steady-speed fuel 
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led “rudder bar,” Dodge’s brake ped- 
is extra-wide, handy for left foot brake 
plication. Suspended pedal new for ’55 
--thread- 
” plastic 
j, metal- 


hecks come within a cupful of the results 
last year’s Dodge road test. (The cup- 
favors the "55 model.) “You won't 
eadlinet Bye to use premium gas,” said the Dodge 
appeat- Byner’s Manual in the glove compart- 
interi0£, Bent, so we used Mobilgas Regular for all 
ho scru- Jring—fuel consumption, acceleration, 
. d top speed. This can be a boon to the 
ormance #nomy minded buyer who might be 
> at the Bry of the Dodge’s engine specifications 
that the Bd rated output. The Super Red Ram 
its rated “pinged” only under heavy load, such 
achine’s at the start of an acceleration run; how- 
. Dyno fer, under all normal driving conditions, 
car ran fe 7.6 to 1 compression ratio seemed 
mpatible with the regular-grade fuel. 
anslated 


Dodge’s convenient power seat rises as it 
moves forward, allows comfort, maxi- 
mum visibility for drivers of any height 


We've given you the performance story 
before you look at, drive, or buy the ’55 
Dodge; for a closer look at what’s new, 
what's available on the car, and what it 
will cost you, check the facts in MT’s 
Buyers Guide. (The Dodge description 
appears on page 22.) 

If you like lively performance in a car 
that features a soft and quiet ride and the 
near-ultimate in driving ease, you'll agree 
with the majority of those we talked to 
during a week of testing: They said—and 
we say—that the '55 is the most competi- 
tive Dodge to date, and a major contender 
for honors in what’s bound to be a highly 
competitive sales year. —Jim Lodge 


Good-looking instrument panel is topped 
with velvet-finish black paint. Legibility 
is good. controls are within driver’s reach 


GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 


(The General Specifications table is limited to those 
items which normally appear in the road test, but 
are not included in the table on page 33.) 


ENGINE: Stroke/bore ratio 0.897:1. Piston travel 
@ max. bhp 2388 ft. per min. Max. bmep 136.8 psi. 


DRIVE SYSTEM: STANDARD transmission is 3-speed 
synchromesh using helical gears. RATIOS: Ist 2.57, 
2nd 1.83, 3rd 1.00, reverse 3.48. AUTOMATIC trans- 
mission is PowerFlite, three-element torque con- 
verter with planetary gears. RATIOS: Drive, 1.72 
x converter ratio, and converter only; Low, 1.72 x 
converter ratio; Reverse, 2.39 x converter ratio. 
Maximum converter ratio at stall 2.6. OVERDRIVE 
tr ission is dard shift with planetary gears. 
RATIO 0.7. 





DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase/tread ratio 2.03:1. Test 
car weight 3850 Ibs. Test car weight/bhp ratio 
21.0:1. Weight distribution 56.4% front, 43.6% 
rear. 
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%-gallon output per hour. 
Helium sealed. 

Prevents vapor lock. 

letter cold weather starting. 


fant hot weather re-starts. 






























Wilt-in pressure release—no flooding. 


Only 7 watts power at maximum fuel delivery. 





lightweight, electric 


“less cost per mile” oP 
u 


More POWER to you / 
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DIK" ELECTRIC 
FUEL PUMP 


You’re way out in front and you stay at the head of the par- 
ade when you install a Bendix* Electric Fuel Pump. It 
delivers more gallons per hour, is easier to install and gives 
eration. It’s the performance-proven, 
el pump designed and manufactured 


by Bendix, foremost supplier to the automotive industry. 
Sold by independent garages and service stations. Write for 


illustrated folder. 


*REG. U.S. PAT. OFF. 


Sold in Canada by Bendix-Eclipse, Ltd, Windsor, Ont; Canada 
ECLIPSE MACHINE DIVISION Bena 


ELMIRA, N. Y. 


aviation conpoRaTion 


MOTOR TREND/MARCH 1955 61 


CANADIANS 
7 Ne ae 


L-Vaw | 


sarees Mesene Epo pant 
ue 


Cotas 





FREE CATALOGUE 


The latest racing equipment cataloqye 
is now available to you. Learn ¥ 
latest in the automotive field. Send 50c 
for the catalogue and it will be re 
funded to you as credit on the first 
order you place. 


CAL-VAN ACCESSORIES Ltd. 
546 Kingsway, Vancouver 10, B.C. 
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e 
McBar Adaptor Housings 
MODEL ENGINE TO TRANSMISSION 
e CF-52-—-Cad and Olds to °52-54 Ford & Mere 
e CF-50—Cad and Olds to “49-51 Ford & Mer 
e CF-10—-Cad and Olds to °32-48 Ford & Mere, Linco 
Ford pick-up and 14% ton truck 
52—-Lincoln OHV to °52-54 Ford & Mere 
50 Lincoln OHV to °49-51 Ford & Mere 
40—Lincoln OHV to °32-48 Ford & Mere 
"49-51 Line, FH to "32-48 Ford-Mere-Line, ete. 
°51-53 Chrysler V8 to "52-53 Ford & Mere 
51-53 Chrysler V8 to °49-51 Ford & Mer 
51-53 Chrysler to °32-48 Ford & Merc 
ad & Olds to 53-54 Stude manned transmission 
Cad and Olds to Stude autom insmission 
FREE CATALOG—CUSTOM INSTALLATION 
Inquiry invited. Proper clutch — 
McBar Machine Shop, 
65 N. Miami St., Peru, Ind., Phone st38 or 6200 
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PREVENTS 
CRACKING, 
FADING! 


ONE OPERATION 

cleans, softens, protects leather 

or plastic upholstery! Highly 

concentrated —long lasting. 
8-02. CAN. 


7 3-IN-1 eaten at 
I 
| 
L 


saddle soap .... 
neatsfoot oil . . conortions 
beeswax PROTECTS 





aT Your 
oeaise on O7lY 99 ppd. 








O.H.V. : wouse 


SED 
POWER HOUSE MOTORS 
The adaptation and installation of late 
O.H.V. power house motors into other 
chassis is becoming more popular daily. 
More reasonable than hopping up your pres- 
ent low power motor. These good used 
motors, some with only a few thousand 
miles, are insurance adjustments. Their loss 
—your gain! SAVE MONEY NOW— 
WRITE for our FREE listings of current 
motor deals. PLEASE DON’T INQUIRE 
UNTIL READY TO DEAL—AS OUR SUP- 
PLY IS LIMITED AND MOVES RAPIDLY. 
We make trades on your present motor. Tell 
us your plans, your motor preference and 
we'll make a deai. Our listings show adap- 
ter plates available—prices, etc. 
SHELL SPEED & MUFFLER SHOP 


11726 Wilshire Bivd., Los Angeles 25, Calif. 
What's Hot in Ignitions? 
Don’t Miss April Hot Rod 
On Sale March 15th 
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GM'S ‘55 MOTORAMA 


The LaSalle II sedan represents a new concept designed to recapture the er 
manship of the original but on 100-inch wheelbase and with a V6, fuel injeci 
engine. The front carries a revival of the LaSalle ports for radiator cooling; 
tional cooling is provided by a finely textured grille which wraps around 
fenders. Windshield wraps up into the top. Unique construction is achieved by 
ing floor, body sills, engine supports, and body shell into one integral struct 





Chevy’s XP-37, or Biscayne. is another unusual 4-passenger, 4-door sedan 
especially for GM’s Motorama. Individual front seats pivot for easy entry and 
Its styling features a sculptured effect on the body; rear end design com 
eliminates fenders. giving car a simple aerodynamic form. Functional air 
below windshield are bold type used on racing cars. Projectile-type fenders 
porate parking lamps; headlights are between fenders. li’s powered by 215: 


Called a “toy” convertible, Buick’s Wildcat III is powered by a 280-hp V8 e 
with a 9 to 1 compression ratio and equipped with 4 carburetors. Built 
110-inch wheelbase, the 2-door, 4-passenger body features a sloping beit line 
rear wheels completely exposed. The fine-screen grille is wide and low; p 
and directional lights are housed in the bumper bombs. Air intakes near front 
ers and on rear fenders serve to provide brake cooling. All seats are bucke 
MORE MOTORAMA CARS ON PA SES 44 




























= POROUS BRONZE WALL FILTERS OUT 
_— PARTICLES AS SMALL AS 39 
MILLIONTHS OF AN INCH! 






KEEP IT WHEN YOU TRADE! Improved- 
Lifetime is only bronze element that fits most 
cars. Use it on several cars—end replacement 
costs forever! Filters oil “refinery clean.” 

Can’t absorb detergents. Cylindrical shape 





1 © _strongest built or double your money back. 
el injec] 19 year Guarantee. Most cars, $6.95 ppd. 
pling; (Complete with housing, $12.95 ppd.) Full- 
ound Flow Type, $11.95 ppd. Item #1. 
ved by 
3 HOLES FOR AIR-FLOW 








WITHOUT 











MOTOR NEED “NEEDLING”? Gain 25% 
better gas economy. Gane Air-Jet Needle, re- 
places stock idling screw, feeds engine proper 
gas-air mix. Prevents “over-loading” when de- 
celerating, stops carbon deposits. Precision 
drilled . .. with special Air-Filter Cap. Install 
in 3 minutes. 10-day trial. Refund if not 
amazed. Specify carburetor. (Order 2 for 
Dual Throat.) $1.50 each, ppd. Item #4. 















sedan 
ry and 

com 
al air. 
nders 


| 215-4 





| 
SOMETHING NEW—LATEX “FALSIES”! 
Change your black tires to gleaming white 
idewalls this easy, inexpensive way. New su- 
ms per-strength adhesive bonds thick latex “cir- 
Y§ cles” to tire walls . . . permanently. Full in- 








Sh Latex; ea., $3.25: set of 4, $9.95; set of 5, 
74 $11.95. Item # 7. White rubber sidewalls; 
Beet of 4, — On 96. Item #8. 





structions incl. Specify wheel size. 100% Pure - 








(Advertisement) 





VALVE SPRING INLET NUT 











DRIVING A “GASOHOLIC”? Gane-Master 
Fuel Pressure Regulator cuts gas guzzling by 
up to 25%! Its sensitive diaphragm transmits 
smooth, even flow of fuel under a// conditions. 
Permits ideal fuel-air mixture . . . reduces 
carbon accumulation. Prevents flooding, stall- 
ing, vapor lock. Saves frequent carburetor ad- 
justment. Pays for itself. $7.95 ppd. Item #2. 


MAGNA-POWER 
DESTROYS ACID 








“BROMO” FOR ENGINE ACIDS. Amazing 
“Magna-Power” replaces stock oil drain plug 

. through chemistry, it effectively newtral- 
izes the 5 gallons of corrosive acids produced 
every 15,000 miles! Stops up to 90% of wear 

. extends engine life up to 150,000 miles. 
Saves costly overhaul jobs. Don’t use on new 
cars before 500 miles, as it extends break-in 
period. $2.95 ppd. Item #5. 


a Sool 


— 


BEFORE 


1@) oO 


1/20TH OF A PENNY COST PER MILE 
buys new life, new power for your sluggish 
engine! Simply unscrew spark plugs, squeeze 
Holt’s Piston Seal into holes. Engine heat 
forms self-expanding seal. Boosts compres- 
sion, cuts oil consumption, ends piston slap 

. old car like new again. Lasts to 10,000 
miles. Insured by Lloyds of London. Only 
$4.95 ppd. Item #9. 


WA 


a» UTOMOTIVE INDUSTRIES 
a 
\ eo 





BE A NAME INSTEAD OF A NUMBER! 
New Personalized License Frames bear your 
name (or slogan), up to 12 thick chrome 
letters. Distinctive . . . sets your car off from 
the rest. Gleaming extra-heavy chrome plate. 
Easy to mount .. . fits your state’s plates. 
Specify lettering wanted. $1.65 ppd. plus 10c 
per letter. Item #3. 

















A ’55 ENGINE IN YOUR CAR? “Power- 
Thin” Gasket (type used on many ’55s) gives 
surging power .. . terrific gas economy! 
Equals milling head about .060”, greatly in- 
creases compression. Not a cheap “bargain 
priced” hand-cut gasket . . . precision pat- 
terned for each make car. Available all cars 
(V-8 pairs same price). Aluminum, $4.95 ppd. 
Copper, $6.75 ppd. Item #6. 
















PUT OFF RETIRING . Make your tires 
last 5000 miles longer, with amazing new 
“Micro-Lok” Spindle Nuts. Enjoy safer, more 
controlled steering ... eliminate “wander- 
ing.” 60-point micrometric head holds front 
wheel bearings in perfect alignment . . 

saves tires, bearings. ends brake squeaking. 
Easy to install . . . takes only a few minutes. 
Fits any car. $2.98 per set, ppd. Item #10. 








































p VB e H Gentlemen: Please rush me the items circled atright 123 45 67 8 9 10 
Built My car iss. Year. Model No. Cyl $ 
eit line Name Full Price Enclosed. 
ars H Address $ 
front I City Zoe State. 20% Deposit.Send C.O,D, 
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Requirements are: copy limit of 25 
including name and address), first come, 


are not vesponsthle for accuracy of 










relnrwe Fditor 


four dollars per imsertson. If your car is unusual and 


decide which photos to use. Sorry. no photos can be 





SELL 


CLASSIC CAR SALES CATALOGS: Packard, Chrys- 


Annual numbers 
addressed envelope. A. E. Twohy 


Los Angeles. 


36 CORD 810 sedan; good chassis with completely 


rebuile front end; body fair. Ideal for restoration of 


q | ler, Lincoln, Cadillac, Pierce-Arrow, orphan and 
0 wap rk & cars; minimum $5 each. Aiso MoToR 
(N.Y.) i é 


parts. Drive anywhere. $300. David Crow, 


words (not Adams St., 
first served; 31 BUICK, Model 8-968 Country Club 
we veserve the right to edit where necessary; we rumb’eseat, 6.50 x 19 wire wheels, side 


description, gigantic ohv straight 8, good condition, shop man- 


condition including 


engine. Condition is excellent throughout. 
Love 38875 Sunset Trail, Willoughby, Ohio. 


Loudonville, Ohio. 


though we will reject any misleading statements. ual. $300. R. C. Matz, 11949 S. Western Ave., 
Thess Service 15 not open to commercial advertisers. Island, 
No ads will be accepted if payment is not made in 37 CORD 812 trunk sedan, new engine, 
| idvance and such communications will not be ac- mission, paint; good chrome and ww tires. 
i knowledged. Oniy one CAR may be listed in any shift. A bargain at $850. Karl Binner, 805 
sengle Seil 'N’ Swap insertion. This limitation wall Davis, West, Tex. 
not apply to parts, catalogs, etc. The charge is 40 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv. Excellent 
| 
you have a photo of st suitable for publication. you Radio and heater. First $1050. Karl Binner, § 
may submit ii with your ad. If we decide to print it Davis, West, Tex 
there's no cost to you for the cut, but we'll have to ‘41 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv., 


details for large stamped 
100 N. Kenmore 


new engine, tires, paint, and top. 


“Sl Mercury 
$1600. ° 


























































Kit includes full splash pan, 
metal tire cover, bumper ex- 


to open trunk. 
Olds 1953-54; Buick 1954; 


OUAL AERIAL KITS 


1. Two 3-section aerials, 13” 
high with a dual 15’ lead. $8.95 
2. Dual Hideaway aerials, 
6/2", with a dual 15’ 
aerial lead. $12.59 
3. “Dummy” aerials. 


$2.95 pair 


accessories il- 
lustrated. Send 
only 25¢ to cov- 
ar handiing and 
postage. Today! 


25% deposit re- 
quired. FOB L.A. 
Postage COD. 3 % 
tax in California. 


GENUINE CON. NENTAL KIT 
Ford 1949-54; Chev. 1949-54 


$42.85 


tensions, necessary parts. Tire tilts back 


Merc 1952-53; Linco!n 1952-54 
Chrome tire ring $10.00 extra. 


$69.50 


New 


NEW 1955 CONTINENTAL STYLING 


solid 


drum 2-piece 
tire cover. NO 


HOLES 
DRILL, 


TO 


uses 


existing holes, 
braces to 
frame. Carrier 
is PRE-ASSEM- 
BLED. TIPT Jé release tilts back tire. Easily 
installed. This genuine kit includes all nec- 
essary parts less emblem. Prime coated. 


Olds 


SELECT-O-DRIVE 


. 


Overdrive selector for any car 
Borg-Warner overdrive. 
Advantages: 6 forward speeds, 
2 ratios in any gear, clutch- 
For You! This less shifting, automotic hill- 
jam packed cat- holder, longer engine & 
alog of the lat- broke life. Less tire 
est custom auto wear. Factory price 


$10.95. $4.98 


Ford 1952-55: Chev 1953-55; 
Pontiac 1953-54 $49.95 
Chrome tire ring $10.00 extra. 


AMERICA’S BEST BUY 
Same Kit as Above 


88 & 98 1955; Merc 
1954-55; Pontiac 1955; Buick $59.50 
1955; Plymouth 1955. Chrome tire 
ring $10.00 extra. Specify make, 
model & year. 


FLARE SKIRTS 


$6.90 pair 
All steel, prime coat. Ford 
"36-55; Merc ‘39-54; Chev 
‘36-54; Stude ‘35-53; Ply., 
Chrys., DeSoto *35-54. 
Specify. 


with 


“CADDY” 
HEADLIGHT 
RIMS 


$5.95 pair. 


= Beautifully 
chromed, replaces old rims. Fits: 
Chevrolet ‘42-54; Kaiser ‘47-52; 
Ford ‘49-54; Plymouth ‘49-54; 
Olds ‘48-53, Merc ‘49-54; Buick 
‘49-52; Pontiac ‘49-52; Cadillac 
‘50-53; Dodge ‘49-54. Specify 
make and year. 
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3319 MT-3 So. Grand Avenue 
Los Angeles 7, California 











AUSTIN & AMERICAN BANTAM owners; have 
purchased entire Bantam stock on the West Coast, 
Owner's manual available, $2.25 each. Inquiries in- 
vited. Lou Asher, 5301 Valley Blvd., Los Angeles, 
ATTENTION EMBLEM COLLECTORS: limited 
quantity American Bantam emblems available, 
Chrome letters on 3 different color backgrounds, 
3 same or assorted colors for $2 postpaid. Loy 
Asher, 5301 Valley Blvd., Los Angeles. 

SMALL CAR BUILDERS, Bantam parts available, 
windshield frame, fenders, axles, hubs, drums, 
brackets, steering, etc. Lou Asher, 5301 Valley Bivd., 
Los Angeles. 

33 MORGAN 3-wheeler J.A.P. 1100 cc water- 
cooled V2 engine. Concours condition, can be driven 
anywhere; excellence award, ‘54 Motor Revue. Sacri- 
fice, $1295. Bud Wittenberg, 622 N. Oakhurst Dr., 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 

CLASSIC AND ANTIQUE collectors’ gold mine; 
complete listing every discontinued make currently 
registered in lowa! Over 1000 cars, including rods 

























and customs, $5. Jim Harrigan, 5007 Douglas, Des 
Moines, lowa. 

DUESENBERG, -MODEL J; Murphy convertible 
roadster chassis has been restored to perfection; col- 
ored pictures and complete details on request. $2400, 
L. S. Redford, 321 N. Hamilton St., Saginaw, Mich, 
‘41 CONTINENTAL, black hardtop coupe, engine 
in excellent condition; new tires. $1500. Charles 
F. Freeman, 730 N. 18th St., St. Louis, Mo. 

47 CONTINENTAL V-12, hardtop, 55,000 miles; 
medium blue, practically new whitewalls, very good 
condition. $1500. G. Merryweather, 310 N. How- 
ard St., Akron, Ohio. 

22 LAFAYETTE V8 original 7-pass. sedan; engine 
completely overhauled. New non-skid tires. Needs 
upholstery. Aluminum body. Have $750 in it. Make 
offer. T. R. Nelson, 1448 W. Sth Ave., Columbus, 
Ohio. 

27 STUTZ 8: 7-pass. sedan, engine just overhauled; 
new upholstery, new tires, new hydrostatic brakes. 
Real classic anywhere. Make offer. T. R. Nelson, 
1448 W. Sth Ave., Columbus, Ohio. 

‘52 JAGUAR MARK VII chassis in excellent mech- 
anical condition, good rubber; all ready to put your 
body on. $1200 cash. F. M. Nalley, 906 Garden 
St., Santa Barbara, Calif. WOodland 2-7397. 
CORD 810-812 PARTS, instruments, gears, sedan 
body, engine and joints. Most parts in good shape, 
reasonably priced. T. E. Sumner, 9231 2nd N.W., 
Seattle, Wash.; SUnser 3652. 

CORD L-29, needs top, windshield glass, some 
chrome plating, and some paint; mechanically rebuilt 
and complete: my investment exceeds $750; will sell 
for $500. H. M. Dexter, Jr., R.D. #3, Newark, Del, 
‘34 PACKARD 8 sedan, Series 1101. Original own- 
ership last year, exce ‘lent original condition. Wire 
wheels, owner's manual; recent engine job. new 
paint. $300. Maj. D. H. Rehm, Quarters 209, West 
Point, N. Y. 

‘32 LASALLE V8 sedan: side mounts, wire wheels, 
good condition. Best offer. M.D. Nicklas, Victory 
Road, Allison Park, Pa. 

AUTOMOBILE SALES catalogs for any years, the 
older the better. List items and price or what you 
wish in trade. Anthony Simeone, 2037 E. Allegheny 
Ave., Philadelphia. 

‘17 STUTZ BULLDOG. A rare model in nice con- 
dition. F. Edwards, 839 Marsh Road, Menlo Park, 
Calif. 

‘37 CORD BERLINE sedan, completely restored. 
New supercharger, new red leather upholstery, lac- 
quer; factory-installed power steering, power brakes, 
racing tires. $6000. Bert Harris, Route 1, Chagrin 
Falls, Ohio. 

‘48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hardtop; recently 
restored; excellent finish, Regal blue. New chrome, 
new V-12 engine, ww tires. Excellent throughout. 
$2450. Ed. Turnquist, 733 Perry St., Dubuque, Iowa. 
CHRYSLER CUSTOM, Fiberglas roadster. Chrysler 
V8, 270 hp; good road car; can be raced. New 
clutch, brakes; mag. wheels, 4 carbs., new paint. No 
trades. $2500. pa Engineering Co., South San 
Francisco, Cali 

‘40 PAC KARD DARRIN convertible victoria; im 
maculate condition, '50 180-hp engine, new tires, 
excellent original leather upholstery, one owner, 


show winner. Pics on request. $2200. Jack Seider- 

man, 3434 N.W. 27th Ave., Miami, Fla. 

< —_ KAFT SPEEDBOAT, 25-ft. Sportsman mod- 
, Scripps marine engine, 225 hp, excellent condi- 

mo cost $7500. Sell or swap for late model Jaguat 

Mark VII or other sports car. D. W. Ryan, P. O. 
Box 5006, Houston, Tex. WEntworth 5571. 

‘48 CONTINENTAL HARDTOP, perfectly restored 
mechanically and in appearance; personally driven, 
must sell immediately. Call or write for photos, de 
scription. First $2500 cash buys. P. Jaffe, 1622 
Union Ave., Memphis, Tenn. 

‘13 MODEL T touring; brass radiator, body, chassis 
and bows good. Engine good. Needs ee 
and top. Donald Yeoman, 118 E. Van Buren, Ra 
City, D. FIl'more 3-2375 
'°34 PACKARD DIETRICH CONVERTIBLE sedan 
being disassembled for parts. What are your needs? 
R. E. Bass, M.D., Chadbourn, N.C. CONTINUED! 
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0 FROM THE EDITOR TO FRED 
LEY—Seems to me that you've got 
a backlog of unanswered mail. 1 
you've been busy road testing and 
g hundreds of other things, so I’m going 
k our readers to be patient. All we'll 
ble to do for the next few months is 
lect the most frequently asked questions 
publication. As for answering letters per- 
y, I'll ask them to take it easy—I 
it get into your office now for all the mail! 


ION—In the December issue of Mo- 
TREND I saw the McCulloch super- 
get. What is your opinion of this super- 
ger as compared to others, and of any 
Ities in installation? I plan to install 
on a '55 Nash Ambassador V8 with 
rive. D. Palmer, Sioux City, lowa. 

ER—The McCulloch supercharger is 

to deliver boost to the engine when 

; ie., when the throttle is opened. 
this reason I think it is well suited to 


passenger car use. It is sold in kit form for 
each make of car, so there are few installa- 
tion problems. I suggest you write for de- 
tails on availability for this particular instal- 
lation. The address is: McCulloch Motors, 
1061 W. Century Blvd., Los Angeles. 


QUESTION—My ’52 Ford with overdrive 
has a rear axle ratio of 4.1 to 1. For better 
acceleration wouldn't a 4.55 to 1 gear be 
better? How can I obtain such a gear ratio? 
H. Morse, Eustis, Pa. 

ANSWER—Stock rear axle ratios are de- 
signed for best all around performance with 
economy always in mind. A 4.55 to 1 rear 
axle gear will give better acceleration with 
a little poorer economy. Your Ford dealer 
should be able to supply a gear close to 
the ratio you desire from the light truck line. 


QUESTION—Can you tell me if there are 
any books on custom bodies or material on 
building bodies from the ground up? Also, 
is there a way to lower the steering column 
on a ’35 Ford coupe? E. B. Stealey, Clarks- 
burg, W. Va. 
ANSWER—Trend’s how-to-do-it book on 
Fiberglas bodies, titled Manual of Building 
Plastic Cars, No. 112, will be of help to 
you. You might also be interested in seeing 
these books: Vibren Plastic Car Body, 
Naugatuck Chemical Co., Naugatuck, Conn.; 
Fiberglas Auto Construction Manual, Wiil- 
ken Co., 955 Lincoln Ave., Pasadena, Calif. 
The steering column may be lowered by 
arc welding a 14-inch steel plate to the frame 





over the original steering gear box attach 
holes. Lower column amount desired and 
drill and tap new attach holes. Make up new 
bracket at dash. 


QUESTION—I own a ’51 Mercury Mon- 
terey and a ’54 Ford engine and would like 
to know what will have to be changed to in- 
stall the engine in the Merc. Will it have 
any advantage over the Mercury engine? 
J. B. Cecil, Louisville, Ky. 
ANSWER—This engine substitution offers 
a serious problem as the oil pan of the ’54 
Ford has the sump at the front end and will 
not clear the 51 Mercury front frame cross 
member. Although the ’54 Ford engine de- 
livers a little more horsepower than the ’51 
Mercury engine, the larger displacement of 
the Merc will offset any advantage of the 
Ford unit. 


QUESTION—Have just purchased a 1952 
Crosley Super Sports roadster and would 
like to know a little more about it. It has 
dual carburetors and the valve cover has the 
name “Braje.” What would the compression 
ratio be? Are shop manuals available? If so, 
where should I write for one? P. E. Stehman, 
Winchester, Ill. 

ANSWER—The compression ratio is prob- 
lematical. It may be stock, have been planed 
or it may be a Braje setup. I suggest you 
write this concern giving them as much in- 
formation as possible. Crosley manuals are 
available from Crosley Car Owners Club, 
2101 Greenway, Charlotte 4, N.C. 








CLYMER’S LATEST . 
MOTOR SCRAPBOOK NO. 8 


Just published, this newest of the Historical 


Scrapbooks, contains over 400 photos, charts, 
drawings and jokes about long-forgotten, odd, 
and humorous makes of cars. Read about, and 
see, such rare makes as Commonwealth .. . 
Chicago .. . Baldner . . . Darracq... Orlo... 
Royal . . . Fagle . . . Camtono... i 
. Pope-Tribune . . . Duryea... 

. Wolfe . . . Ricketts... Acme... Lewis 
s. . Lad’s ren:.06—lU PS S:C( rr 
Handley . . . Piedmont . . . Wills St. Claire 
.. . Constantinesco. Other famous cars—Jack 
Dempsey’s Kissel, Harry Truman's Stafford, Pres. 
Eisenhower in R & L Electric. See the freakish 
Pneumobile with pneumatic springing . . . evo- 
tion of the streamline body . . . 1909 Car 
a‘ Guide . . . Barnum and Bailey's first car 
2-cycle cars . . . World War I Trucks... 

tars built in the South. This is Clymer’s latest, 
and many say it’s Clymer’s best! Order No. 8 
RRS, eT ao iW Pestpaid $2.00 
De Luxe Fabrikoid bound $3.00 


CLYMER’S SCRAPBOOK NO. 7 


In 224 information-packed pages Floyd Clymer 
presents, from his wide experience in merchan- 
dising automobiles, a further chapter in the fas- 
Cinating story of the automotive era. He includes 
over 300 illustrations; he tells of various ventures 
in automobile manufacturing; of the response to 
the many new advancements; of the demise of the 
“assembled” car; of the thousands of accessories 
and special equipment made for the Model T 
Ford and others. Here are hours of reading and 
“looking”’ enjoyment.................- Postpaid $2.00 
De Luxe Fabrikoid bound $3.00 





CLYMER’S CATALOG OF 


FREE CATALOG-Send a postcard for our catalog 
of 125 books cn antique, modern, racing cars and 
motorcycles. They cover a wide range of both 
technical 
about postage when you order. All Floyd Clymer 
books are sent postpaid. 


and historical subjects. Don’t worry 


1954 AUTOCAR ROAD TESTS 


1955 U.S. CARS 


Newest of Floyd Clymer’s well-known series of 
U.S. automobile catalogs, this book includes 
many improvements over previous issues, with 
special articles, both descriptive and technical, 
on the various new cars. Every make and nearly 
every model produced, is illustrated and described 
—General Motors, Ford, 
Motors ( Hudson-Nash) , Kaiser- Willys, and Stu- 
debaker-Packard. Production sports cars are also 
features—the Chevrolet Corvette and Ford Thun- 
derbird. This book is of real value to the auto- 
motive enthusiast, now and in years to come, as 
a reference and comparison of the several pro- 
duction models. A large book containing 220 ex- 
cellent photos, with specifications. 


814 x 11 size Postpaid $1.50 


CARS OF THE STARS 
and Movie Memories 
Foreword by Cecil B. deMille 


A new large (8% x 11), 160-page book with 
500 historical photos of early and famous cars 
of movie stars, including early movie sets. This is 
a book full of pictorial history of interesting by- 
gone days of the movies, starting with photos of 
Thomas Edison's first movie studio. Every movie 
fan, and lover of antique cars will want this fas- 
cinating, educational and humorous book. 
Postpaid $2.50 
De Luxe Fabrikoid Clothbound $4.00 


FLOYD CLYMER PUBLICATIONS Dept. mt-3 


World’s Largest Publisher of Books Relating to Automobiles, Motorcycles, Motor Racing and Americana 
1268 SOUTH ALVARADO STREET, LOS ANGELES 6, CALIFORNIA 


Chrysler, American 


For automotive enthusiasts, Floyd Clymer has, 
once again, purchased from Iliffe and Sons, Ltd., 
of London, the publishing rights to the well. 
known Autocar Road Tests. These tests, which 
are compiled by the Technical Staff of Auto- 
car, report on the performance, handling quali- 
ties, fuel consumption, etc., on modern 
British, American and Continental cars. Fully 
illustrated with photos, diagrams and_ charts. 
Complete performance "data and specifications. 

Postpaid $1.50 


BOOK OF CAR-TOONS 


A new humorous, fascinating book of cartoons ot 
cars and general subjects—by Cartoonists Terry 
and Bennett. All kinds of cars in 150 cartoons. 
A laugh on every page and every lover of cars 
and humor will want a copy of this new 
Postpaid $1.00 


THE WORLD’S 
FAMOUS RACING AIRCRAFT 


Over 185 photos, drawings and charts tell the 

story of the famous Air Races and racing aircraft 

of the world, from 1925 to the modern jets. 

Many photos of famous a he va 6 
“Gee Bee’’ 


Macchi M-72. . 
Skyray . . « B-B6E . Caudron C-460, ee 
“Mr. Mulli an” Keith Sorensen’s “Little 
Mike,’’ and many others. Many ‘‘Specials.”’ 
World’s Records and Air Race results are listed 
by day, year, country, pilot, aircraft and avera 4 
speed. Postpaid $1. 
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: 48 MERCURY club coupe with Oldsmobile 98 en- 
SELL (Continued) : gine; dechromed, frenched headlights, ‘50 Ford tail 
41 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL coupe completely lights, custom orchid lacquer; excellent condition. 
restored. $1600. R. E. Bass, M.D., Chadbourn, N.C. $650. Jack Enos, 50514 N. Hazel St., Danville, Ill. 
‘$4 JAGUAR XK-120M roadster; beautiful suede "54 SIATA SPIDER. Excellent body, chassis. New 
green, w.w. tires, 6000 miles, never raced or engine, modified for street use, but speed equipment 





scratched; looks better than most showroom cars. included. This Ferrari red jewel priced $2750. Robert 
$2975. Ralph Nickler, 618 Martin Ave., Bucyrus, D. Lowell, 3525 Quimby St., San Diego 6, Calif., 
Ohio. Phone: 2-1426. ACademy 2-3157 

38 ADLER SPORTS roadster, 114 liter, front drive, 54 OLDSMOBILE 98 engine minus carburetor, dis- 
4-cyl., excellent top, curtains; completely restored. A tributor and generator, 14,000 miles, excellent condi- 


tion. Best offer over $225 takes. J. C. Oliver, 707 
Columbia, Leavenworth, Kan. 

39 HUPMOBILE 8 sedan, 120 hp, with overdrive; 
excellent throughout, 46,700 miles. Only 200 cars of 
~“ model built. Can be driven anywhere. $250. D. 

Derees, 357 Emmoete St., Batt’'e Creek, Mich. 

54 AUBURN V- 12 Speedster, clean, rare, only 20 
manufactured in ‘34. New headlamps, top, horns; 
engine completely overhauled. It will drive anywhere. 
$1600, no trades. Charles Arlington, 10749 Kling 
St., N. Hollywood, Calif. 





very rare car in exce™‘ent ae $800 cash. R. E. ACCEPTING BIDS on fabulous “Arlington Twin 
Degler, Box 182, Hamburg, Pa. Auburn Speedsters’’ pictured in ‘55 Modern Man 
39. BUICK Master 6 club coupe, 42,000 miles, new Annual. Completely original and new throughout. 
tires; interior and exterior in excellent shape; runs Identical with consecutive engine, serial numbers. 
good. Needs no restoration. $495. Jacob E. Freeman, Charles Arlington, 10749 Kling St., North Holly- 


1432 Winslow Ave., Asheboro, N.C., Phone: $302. wood, Calif 





MODERNIZE 
YOUR PRESENT CAR WITH 


ECONOMICAL «= 


pEPEND DABLE . - 
gasy TO INSTA 











JUST MOUNT THE HY-POWER 


CONNECT TO MANIFOLD 





CONNECT TO WHEEL CYLINDERS 




















Ss 
| CONNECT TO MASTER CYLINDER 
«++ AND THE JOB’S COMPLETE! 














There’s no need for you to postpone the thrill and satis- 
faction of power brakes until you get a new car. MID- 
LAND .. . for over a generation manufacturer of the 
finest in power brake equipment for trucks and buses 

. now makes the best in power brakes for your present 
car ... available in complete kits at surprisingly low 
cost. Quickly and easily installed on any car, from the 
smallest to the finest on the road today. So check the 
yellow pages of your telephone book for your nearest 
MIDLAND distributor (or write the factory direct) and 
see him about MIDLAND Power Brakes for your cart! 


THE MIDLAND STEEL PRODUCTS COMPANY 


3641 E. MILWAUKEE AVE, DETROIT 11, MICH: 
Export Department: 38 inhi St., New York, N. Y; 





Those Who Know 
Power Brakes 
Choose Midland! 
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26 PACKARD 5-pass. phaeton; mechanically goog 
good rubber, original top, uphol., plating: prof 
sional repaint. Clean, no rust or dents. Many extra 












































































Pics 23¢c. $775 C. W Hauck, 5915 Miami Ave 
Cincinnati 27, Ohio. 

il LINC OLN CONTINENTAL hardeop, _interioy 
exce'!ent, body and original dark blue paint like ney 
V-12 engine, good tires, 65,000 actual miles, $1200 
Don Fitzgerald, 2025 Ferdon Rd., Ann Arbor, Mich, 
52 AUSTIN SPORTS convertible, powder blu 
Italian aluminum body, dual carburetors, radio and 
heater; seats 4, idea! famiiy sports car. $800, Gy 
Engle, 3114 Bancroft Rd., Baltimore, Md. 

10 BUICK, model F, 2 cylinders; engine, transmis} 
sin, rear end como etety rebuiit. Needs minor body 
work and paint. $1000. D. E. Wilson, 172 ¥ 
Hamilton Lane, Battle Creek, Mich. 

'°35 GERMAN HANOMAG sports roadster, tard 
6 cyiimmder; practically restored. Engine completlj 
overhauled. Only 1 of this model known in exis 
ence; Must sacrifice. David C. Snyder, 1146 N 
P_easant St., North Amherst. Mass. 

54 JAGUAR convertible, 7000 careful miles, lik 
| mew: mever raced or damaged; a Deautiful car foq 
someone who wants to save the initial depreciation 
$3200. D. S. Simpson, 7416 Village Drive, Kansa 
City, Mo. 

51 HUMBFR SUPER SNIPE MARK III: needs dif 
ferential work; otherwise in very good condition. 4 
very good mechanic special. $550. ha Cheselka 
58-28 83rd Place, Elmhurst, L.I., 


| 

52 FIAT 500cc station wagon (all a) . mileage 
9375 miles, excellent condition; quantity of span 
parts included. Best offer over $500. H. H. Buri 
Roulette, Pa. 
44 CHRYSLER CA 4-dr. convertib'e, 40,600 orig 
nal mi'es: body, rubber, cop, interior in top con 
dition. Original radio, manual, catalog: could } 








driven anywhere. $500. G. R. Schubert, Rt. 4 
Lakeview Rd.. Hamburg N.Y. EMerson 6367. 
1 HAVE THE “NOTICE TO USER" break-in stick 
er and instructions (gummed) originally attached « 
ower le.c crmer of windshie!d on all “T" F 
de orn, Make your rest 2 »n complete. $1 eat 
Barber, 119 N.W. Oklahoma City, Okla 
FORD T PARTS, largest range, many type item 
available at lowest prices; write in for large freq 
mimeographed listing or advise parts needed. 
Hemmings, 1036 Hampshire, Quincy, Ill. , 
13 FORD touring, restored brass radiator, carbidg 
headlights, brass sidelights, brass windshield mound 
top and boot; runs good. Must sell. $650. Boj 
Schwendeman, Kamrar, La. 
‘37 BUICK model 47, 4-dr., with rare GM 4-spetd 
automatic transmission; 3.64 axle; exceptionally 
clean, quiet, and interest-stirring. $200. A. R. New 
ton, 4514 Burkhardt Ave., Dayton 3, Ohio. 


SELL ‘N’ SWAP 


‘38 M.G. Magnette, 6-cyl., recent $250 engine ove 
haul; center of attraction at sports events; sell $8 
or trade for ‘41 Lincoln Continental. Geo. Eshom| 
1835 Ft. Stockton, San Diego, Calif. 

FORD Deluxe Fordor sedan; excellent condition 
oslaiaal tires, 9000 actual miles, 8 x 10 pictures $1 
Highest offer or trade for custom or classic caf. 
Polli, 30 Selye Terr., Rochester 13, N.Y. 


WANTED 


‘27 MODEL T FORD roadster (last model_ 
built) umrestored, wire wheels preferred. N 
earlier models, sedans or coupes. No fancy pric 

Hank Elfrink, 1248 Elden Ave., Los Angeles. 

‘31-36 AUBURN PHAETON; must be in po 

condition only, but able to be towed, in N. Y., Ne 

England area. State price. H. Denhard, RD. 

Greenville, N.Y. 

CORD 5-pass. convertible, body must be good 
| Engine not important. Send spe. Phil King, 5! 
Ocean Drive, Miami Beach, 

'20-'21 PAIGE DAYTONA ROADSTER: Must b 
| 





in reasonably good shape or restorable. Price # 
pics, please. W. R. Bishop, Box 147, Emlenron, 
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Get the New 1955 
Value-Packed Catalog NOW! 


a Few oF OUR 


oo LATEST NEW 
; a Few oF OUR Special S SPECIALS 
Miami Ave MONEY SAVING CATALOG No abe 1 i 
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ve Cheselk 


al il —_ | 
H. H. Burj | oe NEW i.e te 


40,600 origi LISTINGS 


, Tne. Accessories 
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: : Chicago 16, 
1917-19 Archer nae Seatac Conyeiah 





Telephone © 





Here are just a few of the 50,000 items EVERYTHING FOR YOUR CAR, TRUCK, HOT ROD, CUSTOM 














in world’s most complete automotive line: CAR. WORLD’S LARGEST SELECTION — 50,000 ITEMS! 
ert, Re. 4 wil It’s ready for you now ... this giant ALL NEW 1955 J. C. Whitney Catalog of 
Oe } peel Auto Parts and Accessories! Here's the one and only complete buying guide for 
a Mil everything you need for your car, truck, custom-styled car or hot rod ... the 
attached « > | : i : 1 . 
T’’ Fords biggest, most complete selection of top quality parts, accessories, and equipment 
e. $l cai at rock-bottom money-saving prices! See the thousands and thousands of items 
City, Okla . : for every make and model car. 
type o* d e Do you need hard-to-find parts? We feature many new Hollywood accessories 
ae 7 ns sad = —now offered for the first time . . . high-speed parts to soup up your engine 
rl ; me ~~ S to top speed, faster acceleration, greater economy. You'll see pages of custom- 
tor. carb 4 : styling equipment, to give your car that ‘expensive’ look! 
ield mous ; Whitney Has “Hard-to-Find” Parts Rush Coupon for Your Copy Toda 
$650. Bo y ~ PY y, 
‘ %3 We buy in tremendous volume to get the Get your J. C. Whitney Catalog! Mail 
SM_ 4-speed * lowest possible cost . . . and we pass our aete Pee. “— : rush your copy for 
xceptionallf rh savings on to you in our sensationally low eee We ha credic your 25¢ <— 
A. R. New 2 prices! We stock 50,000 items—whatever your first order of $5.00 or more; then 
hio. ; plus thousands of HARD- you need, Whitney has it! Fast shipment this catalog will be FREE! Mail the 
w To- ‘der PARTS and these and 100% satisfaction guaranteed. Coupon NOW! 
a t b all ° 
ngine oc] OO T tied “ J. C. WHITNEY & CO., O-3, 1917 Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 
; 2 e 
eo. Eshom @ High-speed equipment ¢ Custom-Styling i ? 
: A @ Tires and tubes Accessories S '@) U '@) 
oe , @ Engines and parts @ Tools MAI L TH C P N e 
ssic Caf. os » Auto Radios e Radiators 
a a e Transmissions and @ Springs and Shocks J. C. WHITNEY & CO. 
parts @ Ignition parts 
: O-3, 1917 Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 
model | 5 Please rush your giant 156- page 1955 Catalog describing world’s most 
erred. N — pe gy _ “fe parts and er mien > ee Sy yd items at lowest 
pric prices. | enclose 25¢ to cover part of cost, which will be credited to me on 
“qj VURRER GIFTS" Corse, > 
Re : AND 25¢ TODAY 
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Prevent theft of hub caps! 


HUB CAP LOCK 











@ Easily installed, prevents 
loss of expensive hub caps 
@ Cap securely locks in place, prevents 
tampering with valve stems 
Dealer inquiries welcome 
Order your set of hub cap locks today! Send 
$2.49 (ppd.) for set of 4 caps and 2 keys to: 
AP COMPAN 


al ” HOT ROD TOOL KIT 
4 FOR PORTING, RELIEVING, 

DEBURRING, POLISHING 
OVER +B — 
$10 V $4 pp. 
ak a; — need for enlarg- 
ing and polishing ports. Over 50 
finest quality items. Includes 
many high priced tools, such as 
Rubber Polishing Wheels, Mount- 
ed Stones, Rotary Files, Grind- 
ing Wheels and Arbor, internal 
Grinding Wheels, Emery Powder, 
wy Felt Cones, Felt Cylin- 

ders, Abrasive Rolls with Arbor, 
Slotted Grinding Discs with Ar- 
and = othe ——— Use with any electric 
dri haft. Order now while quantity lasts. 
SCHUPACK ‘SUPPLY CO. Send check or M. 0. ~ 7 My 
7331 Cottage Grove, Dept. MT-60, Chicago 1 
heey! LLUSTRATED CATALOG OF 1001 BARGAINS, 10¢—af 


Always Bet COLUMBIA 
Has Ba RYO) 






























Write fer Literature 


& Other Cars 


MOR-HEAT WILL MAKE DRIVING 
COMFORTABLE UNTIL SUMMER 






Cold weather isn’t over yet. This winter's driv- 
ing has, no doubt, scummed up or plugged up 
your heater. NOW IS THE TIME TO GIVE IT 


THE EFFICIENCY TREATMENT. A marvelous 
new invention - MOR-HEAT .. . will 
protect and renew your heater. Just pour MOR- 
HEAT in with your anti-freeze. Send only $1.98 
direct to the manufacturer for trial can. Satisfac- 
tion guaranteed or money back. 


WONG LABORATORIES 
3259 Madison Rd., Cincinnati 9, Ohio 


Name__ Atal 
Address__ 
City-State_ 


peed Like 2 PowER7/ 


CAN 
FOR SAFETY AT HIGH SPEEDS [F; 























Special Sealed- Beam air - [uss] 
jing ti it. 

Se gu 

hendlighte vet only SH 5%" 100 Nat 


fameter by 3/5" deep. 


‘wattabte aan ek ek 6: or riz lolt. 
&. KING & 
980 W. CHICAGO AVE. qumeens 
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Motoring Trends 


co ere 


ADDA-UNITS, with plastic holders, let 
you build a master set of PROTO tools as 
your budget permits. Each tool has its own 
neat position. Prices (left to right, top) are 
$14.98, $8.59, and $6.35; those at bottom 
are $9.99 and $8.15 for the sets shown. See 
your nearest PROTO dealer, or write to the 
Plomb Tool Co., 2248 Santa Fe Ave., Los 
Angeles 54, Calif. 





HAVE A YEARNING to drive a Fordillac 
or Fordmobile? All you need is a Ford or 
Mercury, an Olds or Cadillac mill, and one 
of Bell's precision-made engine adaptors. 
Units for '49-'54 “big jobs” to fit Fords and 
Mercs thru '55 cost $53.50; for earlier Fords 
(°32-'48) and Mercurys (’39-'50), the adap- 
tors are priced at $31.50. Bell Auto Parts, 


Inc., 3633 E. Gage Ave., Bell, Calif. 





JUST A TURN of the knob, and the 
Wasco Battery Water Level Indicator tells 
you the electrolyte level in each cell. A 
handy accessory, particularly if your battery 
is in a hard-to-check spot, the Wasco indica- 
tor is easy to install, costs only $4.95, and 
is available for use with either positive or 
negative ground circuits. Write: W. A. 
Smith Co., Newton, Iowa. 





DOES YOUR GARAGE door freeze shut 
at the bottom, or does it let in cold, snow, 
dust, and driving rain? These problems are 
overcome by Seal-o-door, pure vinyl weather- 


stripping for overhead doors. It’s resistant 
to grease and gasoline, won't freeze in winter 
or soften in°summer. Available at hardware 
stores or department stores, or write: Dyer 
Products Co., Canton 2, Ohio. 


REST YOUR BONES on a “Sit-Rite” and 
those long hauls won’t seem so tiresome. 
Adaptable to any type chair or car seat, this 
multi-level, foam-rubber seat is designed to 
reduce pressures on the spine and lower pelvic 
bones. It redistributes’the weight of the body 
for maximum restfulness. For further details 
write to: Chester Coleman Corp., 745 S. 
Broadway, Los Angeles 14, Calif. 





TUNE IN TOP PERFORMANCE while 
you drive? It’s possible with the Speed Tuner 
Timing Selector. Compensates for changes in 
engine load, altitude, octane, or weather; pro- 
vides full power output and increased mileage 
at the touch of a dash-mounted switch. For 
car, truck, tractor, or marine engines. Its price 
is $6.95, postpaid. Almquist Engineering Co., 
Inc., Milford, Pa. 
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tis department is not composed of paid advertis- 
3. All items are guaranteed by the manufacturer 
of immediate refund if you are not satisfied. Claims 
made herein are those of the manufacturer, and do 
hot constitute an endorsement by Motor Trend. When 
ordering, include sales tax if required by your state. 








ESIGNED to transmit 8 times the spark 
f an ordinary plug, the Circle-Fire lists 
bmong its claims outer contact points that are 
made to contract or expand according to the 
Hemands of the engine, and a pre-set firing 
point that never needs regapping. They come 
in packs of 6 or 8 plugs, in 4 heat ranges for 
ll cars and trucks. Circle-Fire Spark Plug 
f0., Inc., Springfield, Mo. 





THE INCA QUICKIE is a 10-way wrench 


“inch wide, in 10 different sizes. The 
handle is solid metal for strength, and the 
wrench is nickel and chrome plated for long 
if. An inch wide, 4 inches long, it weighs 
D6 ounces. Write to the J.E.S. Co., at 111-49 
Lefferts Blvd., South Ozone Park, Long 
sland, N.Y. for additional information. 








T-PROPELLED Graph Squirt is a non- | 
mmable lubricant made of colloidal graph- 

¢ floating in a petroleum base. Because of 
’ low surface tension and high penetration, 
tcan be applied instantly to free rusted or 
tozen locks or hinges. A rubber cap keeps 
he non-greasy lubricant away from surround- 
mg areas. Graph Squirt is made by the 
bebauer Chemical Co., Cleveland, Ohio. 








THE NEW 1955 












that accommodates nuts and bolts up to | 





By popular demand—A new 1955 
complete, illustrated Guide to every 
production car built in the world 


A virtual sellout of the 1954 Automotive Year 
Book has proven the need for an annual publica- 
tion covering the activities of manufacturers 
all over the world. 

The new edition soon to appear on your news- 
stand will contain: 


ke FACTS 

+e SPECIFICATIONS 

*& PHOTOS 

te PERFORMANCE DATA 

te PRODUCTION HIGHLIGHTS ON OVER 
100 DIFFERENT CARS 


Watch for the New MOTOR TREND Automo- 
tive Yearbook on your newsstand or send 85c 
direct to 


TREND, INC. 
5959 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
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Here's How You Can Keep Your Engine 


Young and Powerful... As Long as You Want! 


AN AMAZING OFFER AND GUARANTEE 


(ADVERTISEMENT) 





You can get top power and performance from your engine 
almost indefinitely and the way is so simple you will be 
amazed no one thought of it before! 


VER since the automobile replaced 

the horse and buggy, engineers have 
been at work trying to produce an engine 
that will last as long as the car. The 
problem seemed an impossible one until 
attacked from a new angle. Engineers 
and mechanics have come to realize that 
the engine’s greatest enemy are corrosive 
compounds that tear down the motor. 
What are these corrosive agents? They 
include sulfuric acid, hydrogen bromide, 
carbonic acid and other metal-eaters 
which are formed in the engine as the 
result of fuel combustion. These acids and 
water are an inescapable part of the 
combustion process and cannot be elimi- 
nated. While these agents remain in the 
engine, your car is slowly but surely 
destroying itself with every mile you 
drive. 

John Bentley, famous racing driver 
and magazine editor, commented on the 
harmful effects of acid in a recent article 
in his magazine. Bentley said: “It is 
a demonstrable fact that the greatest 
enemy of your engine—the most damag- 
ing single influence constantly at work 
in shortening its life and lowering its 
efficiency—is acid. This acid does not 
come from the lubricating oil, but from 
the gasoline burned. In other words, it 
is an inevitable product of combustion.” 

Auto expert Bentley went on to explain 
there are some six pounds of sulfur— 
enough to produce five gallons of strong 
sulfuric acid—in every 1,000 gallons of 
gasoline. We might say the average mo- 
torist uses 1,000 gallons of gasoline, 
probably more, in his car every year. 
That means he is pouring five gallons of 
metal-eating acid into his engine every 
12 months. In addition, leaded gasolines 
contain appreciable quantities of bro- 
mine and chlorine which are turned into 
harmful hydrogen bromide and hydrogen 
chloride during combustion. Theoretical- 
ly, the products of combustion in your 
car’s engine are enough to form a pint 
of acid during each day’s long run. 

New alkaline oils have some effect 
against the damaging acid action, but 
only while the oil is new. Furthermore, 
in the upper cylinder region where there 
is very little oil circulation, the alkaline 
reserves are completely used up in a 
short time. With water condensing in 
relatively large amounts in this area, the 
upper cylinder region makes a perfect 
acid “still.” To combat this acid forma- 
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tion requires a stronger and more effec- 
tive agent than alkaline oils can supply. 
TESTS BEGIN IN 1940 

It did not take an engineer to diagnose 
the fact -that metal-eating acids will 
quickly destroy an auto engine, but an 
engineer and the situation just happened 
to come together at the right time to 
solve the problem of how to rid the en- 
gine of the harmful agents. The engineer 
was Winthrop A. Johns. Win, as he is 
called, was doing experimental work on 
Diesel aircraft engines when he became 
interested in the engine-wear problem. 
Back in 1940, Mr. Johns was carrying out 
high temperature test runs on an experi- 
mental Diesel aircraft engine to check 
piston ring and bearing wear. With the 
Prestone coolant at 250 degrees F., he 
expected some breakdown in the lubricat- 
ing oil, but in this he was agreeably sur- 
prised. The oil stood up under the ex- 
treme conditions and the Diesel went on 
humming. Mr. Johns could not explain 
the strange events, but decided to look 
into the unusual occurrence. He already 
knew, of course, all about corrosive ef- 
fects on internal combustion engines and 
realized he might be working towards the 
answer to the corrosive acids problem. 
In reviewing his Diesel experiments, the 
Dunellen, N.J., engineer came to realize 
that with crankcase temperature above 
the dew-point of the blow-by gases, little 
or no water could condense. Without the 
presence of water there was less corrosion 
and yet, obviously, condensed water in 
itself has no power to harm engine met- 
als. Therefore, he concluded, the con- 
densed water coupled with the blow-by 
acid gases must be doing the damage. 

Experimenting in his own laboratory 
and using his own car, a 1940 Ford V8, 
as a test vehicle, Mr. Johns soon estab- 
lished a plan of action. An alkaline sub- 
stance was needed in the engine to neu- 
tralize the harmful effect of the acids. 
The principle was simple. Acids would 
attack the alkaline substance and be 
“neutralized” or destroyed. Early experi- 
ments to neutralize engine acids were 
conducted using caustic potash or potas- 
sium hydroxide. Although this neutraliz- 
ing agent successfully performed its in- 
tended job of dealing with the destructive 
acids, it was rejected because it was 
found to be too harsh and dangerous to 
handle safely. 

Mr. Johns next chose a magnesium al- 


BY WINTHROP A. JOHNS 





Mr. Winthrop A. Johns, mechanical engine 
(M.1.T.) and member of the Society of Autom 
tive Engineers, who has discovered a method of 
combatting engine acids by means of a magne} 
sium alloy neutralizing device 





loy as a neutralizing agent. The res 
was the Magna-Power Acid Neutralizer 
In its final form, the neutralizer pl 
was a piece of magnesium alloy—actua 
ly a chemical in solid form—attached 
to the crankcase drain plug. Why w 
the chemical magnesium chosen for 
job? A report made by scientists at the 
Canadian National Research Council ig 
Ottawa shows the wisdom of the choice 
THE CANADIAN NATIONAL RESEARCH 
COUNCIL (CANADA’‘S BUREAU OF 
STANDARDS) HAS FOUND THAT: 
“Adding certain metals or chemicals i 
automobile oil will greatly extend its use 


ful life. 
Before and After—125,000 Miles 








' 


Pat. applied {a 


Before and after series demonstrates acid 4 
tion on a Magna-Power plug taken from 
Studebaker Six after 125,000 miles. Corrodeq 
plug was obtained from one of a fleet of 
driven dairy trucks used in a Magna-P 
control test. Test proved conclusively that 
na-Power slows corrosive acid action, | 
oil consumption and improves engine effici 
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“To the motorist this means that he 
may be able to drive for 7,000 miles or 
more without changing oil, instead of 
the usual 1,000 or 2,000 miles. 

“Several years of laboratory work has 
shown that the metals Lithium, Potas- 
sium, Sodium and Magnesium or some 
of their salts or oxides slow down the 
oxidation that destroys and contaminates 
the motor oil. Good results were shown 
on two test vehicles. 

“The National Research Council sug- 
gests that a piece of one of the metals 
could be placed in direct contact with 
the engine oil by attaching it to the car’s 
oil drain plug. . .” 

In other words, the basic idea behind 
Magna-Power’s extraordinary perform- 
ance is that corrosive acids attack some 
metals more readily than others. A mag- 
nesium-aluminum alloy was found to be 
highly susceptible to attack by corrosive 
acids. Therefore, it acts as a sacrifice and 
inhibitor in protecting the working parts 
and oil of your engine. Furthermore, there 
is conclusive evidence that the Magna- 
Power will not increase alkalinity in oil. 
Rather, it tends to sustain and fortify the 
alkaline factors already in the oil. 

BREAKING THE CIRCLE 

Acids normally formed through com- 
bustion are not only strong, but very 
thirsty. Sulfur trioxide. for example, will 
hold water until boiling at over 500 de- 
grees F. Therefore, the acids cannot be 
removed by heat, filtration or any of the 
normal processes. To make the situation 


(ADVERTISEMENT) 

more serious, the formation of acid rapid- 
ly becomes self-accelerating. The acids 
draw water that draws more acids that 
draw more water. The easiest way to 
stop this damaging circle is to destroy 
the acid through the use of a magnesium 
alloy. When the acid is destroyed by the 
alloy, water is no longer held and without 
water the acids cannot grow. Thus, 
through the use of a magnesium alloy 
plug, the vicious circle is interrupted. 


Combustion 
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blow-by 
Gases 





ENGINE 
WEAR 


~H,O- 
The Vicious Circle 


Before we discuss the damage done to 
your car by corrosive acids, jet’s ex- 
amine the role that friction—your en- 
gine’s scapegoat—plays in wearing down 
your automobile’s life. To make it short 
and sweet, as any engineer can tell you, 
friction has little harmful effect on your 
automobile. The problem of friction-wear 


in present day automobiles has been 
licked through the great engineering 


advances made during the past 50 years. 
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As one Magna-Power fan wrote, | used to change the oil in my ‘46 Chevy every 1,500 miles. 
Between changes | would add two quarts of oil. That was before | invested $2.95 in a 
Magna-Power acid neutralizer. Following the installation of Magna-Power, | was able to run 
my Chevy 7,000 miles—yes, 7,000 miles—before changing the oil. That means Magna-Power 
paid for itself three times over in that one instance. But that wasn’t the end of my savings! 
During the 7,000 miles, | only had to add four quarts of oil. That meant an additional sav- 
ings of four quarts of oil, considering the car's previous oil consumption. | tell all my 
friends to send $2.95 to Johns Mfg. Co., Dunellen, N.J., for their Magna-Power Plug! More 
mileage between oil changes and less oil consumption mean dollars in my pocket. 





Metal rubbing against metal can be 
damaging, but today’s vehicles are con- 
structed to cut harmful friction to a bare 
minimum. 

What about the friction areas that still 
remain in every auto engine? In almost 
all instances, these areas are protected 
by lubrication. This protection is easy to 
understand as it is accomplished by pro- 
viding a slippery film of oil between 
metals in _xtremely close operational con- 
tact. The combination of modern engi- 
neering and high quality lubricants leaves 
corrosive acids as the final dangerous 
threat to the life of your engine. 

One important point often overlooked 
in analyzing the results of wear on an 
engine is that the products of corrosion 
are themselves abrasives. For example, 
one end product of acid attack on iron is 
iron oxide, more widely known as rust. 
This rust, sold commercially as jewelers 
rouge, is formed in a raw state in your 
automobile engine, on the very surface 
you are trying to protect. Here is the 
beginning of another accelerating circle 
in the auto engine. Aluminum .forms 
aluminum sulphates, oxides and carbon- 
ates, all of which form in tiny hard 
crystals with sharp edges. When these 
crystals break away from the surface they 
scratch and tear both t= aluminum and 
the iron of the cylinder wall, setting both 
the metal and the abrasive free in the 
oil film causing further abrasive action. 
Thus in a normal engine it is impossible 
to separate the effects of friction or abra- 
sive wear and those of acid corrosion 
since the one contributes to the other. 
When acids are eliminated. these second- 
ary abrasives are also eliminated and an- 
other damaging cycle is interrupted. 





Win Johns and the original test car. 


HERE ARE THE RESULTS 


How would you like to drive a car 14 
years—more than 150,000 miles—without 
an overhaul and then find the engine 
gives you more pick-up, more gas mileage 
and greater efficiency than when it was 
new. That is the case with Win Johns 
and his original test vehicle, a 1940 Ford 
V8. Here is a description of the test 
Ford taken from the May, 1954, issue of 
AUTO AGE. “. . . the engine is absolutely 
remarkable. It idles down to 125 rpm as 
smoothly and evenly as a turbine and in 
almost complete silence. Stopwatch tests 
show that it will accelerate from 10 to 
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50 mph in 16 secs. and can cover a stand- 
ing quarter mile in 2] secs. At 70 mph 
(on the speedometer) there is plenty of 
throttle left and an impression of liveli- 


ness. The Ford . . . was dismantled at 
117,000 miles, when bore wear was found 
to average .00095 inches, or less than one 
thousandth of an inch. The reader may 
draw his own conclusions.” 

Another interesting point brought out 
in the magazine article was the condition 
of one set of spark plugs used in the test 
vehicle. These spark plugs ran more than 
61,000 miles—or two and one half times 
around the world. Four points were no- 
ticeable in a quick examination of the 
plugs, which, by the way, are still in 
functioning condition. First, these plugs, 
purchased in the early post war years, 
were not of a popular brand name. 
Secondly, the porcelain insulation on 
three of the plugs was almost entirely 
gone. The insulation was so far burned 
away that it was hard to understand 
how the plug could fire at all without 
constantly shorting across the interior. 
Thirdly, although the electrodes were 
worn rather thin, the spark plugs still 
performed evenly and without misfire. 
Finally, the plugs examined were al- 
most entirely free from traces of carbon 
and an excellent mixture adjustment was 
indicated.” 





Actual photo of one of the spark plugs after 
61,810 miles. Note good condition of electrodes. 


Here is further proof of the effective- 
ness of Magna-Power. Magnesium plugs 
were installed on the engines of one half 
of a 30-vehicle milk delivery fleet back 
in 1949. The other 15 trucks were used as 
comparative control vehicles. The tests, 
which ran over a three-year period, cov- 
ered more than two million miles of ar- 
duous stop-and-start service. What were 
the results of the fleet test? According 
to Mr. Edward L. Hark, garage super- 
intendent of the Farmers and Consumers 
Dairy, Morristown, N.J., engine wear was 
reduced by 82 per cent on the trucks 
equipped with the magnesium plug. Ad- 
ditional benefits included better oil and 
gas mileage and longer spark plug life. 

In inspecting two of the actual Stude- 
baker engines used in the above test, 
certain factors were noticeable. One en- 
gine, an R15, had been fitted with the 
magnesium plug; the other, an M16, had 
not and therefore provided a valuable 
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(ADVERTISEMENT) 
means of comparison. The R15 engine 
broke a piston on June 15, 1952, after 
covering 125,000 miles. Unfortunately, 
the truck was driven eight miles with a 
loose connecting rod which ruptured one 
of the cylinder walls. Nevertheless, bore 
wear on the five measurable cylinders 
averaged .006 inches, giving a negligible 
wear of .00049 inches per 10,000 miles. 
The M16 “control” engine, running 
without magnesium protection for a dis- 
tance of only 45,000 miles, showed bore 
wear of .015 inches. This is equivalent 
to a wear factor of .00331 inches per 
10,000 miles or 6.8 times more rapid 
than that of the protected engine. 

A further point of interest, according 
to Mr. Hark, is that while the R15 was 
run on premium grade lubricating oils, 
the control engine had the benefit of 
using only heavy duty alkaline deter- 
gent oil for added protection. In spite 
of this, the recorded rate of wear was 
680 per cent more rapid than that of 
the engine with the magnesium acid 
neutralizer plug. Interestingly enough, 
the chart showing the effect of this plug 
on drain oil mineral acid indicates rough- 
ly 700 per cent more mineral (corrosive) 
acid formation in engines with the mag- 
nesium. 


ENGINES WITHOUT MAGNA-POWER 


Total Wear Wear Rate (micro-inches 
Mileage (inches) per 10,000 miles) 
*45,052 .01492 3310 

45,700 01114 2440 

30,886 .01192 3860 

45,918 .01344 2830 

ENGINES WITH MAGNA-POWER 
*125,482 .00606 485 
65,321 .00284 437 
25,712 .00218 848 
45,117 .00333 740 


(*These engines were taken from the same truck 
used by the same driver on the same run.) 


Conducted under normal operating 
conditions over a three-year period, this 
test proves the tremendous reduction in 
wear made possible by the use of the 
magnesium alloy acid neutralizer. 

A more recent independent test is 
highly indicative of the acid neutralizer’s 
effectiveness in reducing engine varnish 
and sludge formation. J. A. Milteer of 
Quitman, Ga., removed the magnesium 
plug from his 1953 Ford 6 at a regular 
oil change on May llth, 1954. Shell 
X-100 #20W was put into the engine. On 
June 13th, after driving 2.657 miles with- 
out adding oil, Mr. Milteer changed his 
oil and reinstalled the Magna-Power. 
Again Shell X-100 #20 was used. A 
sample of the oil drained from the Ford 
6 was immediately forwarded to the 
Southern Analytical Laboratory in Jack- 
sonville, Fla. Meanwhile, the engine was 
used until July 10th to cover 2,700 miles. 
At this time the oil was drained and an- 
other sample sent to Southern. 

The most significant part of the re- 
port issued by Southern is the great dif- 
ference in sludge and resin in the Magna- 
Power. oil. There was approximately 


1700% more sludge in the oil that had 
not been affected by the magnesium alloy 
plug than the oil used with Magna-Power. 
Here are the actual figures as presented 
by the Southern Analytical Laboratory 
in their reports #36280 and #36333: 


With Without 
Magna-Power Magna-Power 
Sludge: 0.3% fo 
Resins and Gum: None 0.5% 
Sugars (reducing 
substances): Trace Present 


REGULAR GAS IN HIGH 
COMPRESSION ENGINES 


Added to Magna-Power’s startling per- 
formances is a new report from the 
Johns Manufacturing Company. Auto- 
mobiles with high compression engines, 
such as Buick, Oldsmobile and Cadillac, 
may soon be using less expensive regu- 
lar gasoline while continuing to perform 
at peak efficiency. Mr. Johns announced 
recently that “regular” gasoline has been 
used successfully in high compression 
engines when a magnesium plug is at- 
tached to the car’s oil drain pan. Accord- 
ing to the Dunellen engineer, independ- 
ent experiments offer a heavy margin of 
evidence in favor of the new develop- 
ment. This parallels recent findings of 
many oil companies that oil additives 
strongly affect spark plug life and com- 
bustion efficiency. In three high com- 
pression automobiles now under obser- 
vation, engine performance remained at 
the same level following a switch to 
“regular” gasoline. All three automo- 
biles were equipped with the inexpen- 
sive Magna-Power magnesium plug. 
Commenting on the newest development 
in the Magna-Power laboratories, Mr. 
Johns said: “Conclusive proof that regu- 
lar grade gasoline can be used in high 
compression engines effectively has not 
yet been found, but every indication in 
preliminary tests points toward this end. 
Once proven, this new use of the mag- 
nesium acid neutralizer will result in 
enormous savings to every owner of a 
heavy automobile. The important point 





Shown above are four of the many types of 


Magna-Power acid neutralizer plugs. These 
plugs are designed to fit every American-made 

ft bile, pop foreign makes and leading 
sports cars. There is one to fit your car. 





to remember is that the less expensive 
grade of gasoline may be used while the 
vehicle continues to operate at peak 
efficiency.” 
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Here ore the ANSWERS to some of the 
QUESTIONS you may have: 

How soon can I notice a difference in my 
engine after | install Magna-Power? 

The oil shows cleaner even after the 
frst 1.000 miles and by the time you 
reach 5.000 miles there will be a notice- 
able increase in power. The best way to 
measure that is to time the acceleration 
from 10 to 50 mph over the same road 
in the same direction and under the same 
weather conditions. Do this now before 
you install a Magna-Power, then later 
you can check and compare. 






Is there any cost involved in installing 
Magna-Power in my car? 


None at all. The next time you have 
your oil changed, replace the oil drain 
plug with Magna-Power, the magnesium 
acid neutralizer plug. Your mechanic will 
do it at no extra charge to you and with 
no bother to himself. 


| had one of your plugs in my ‘41 Buick Spe- 
dal for about 5,000 miles. Thereafter, the oil 
mileage increased from 700 miles per quart to 
1500! Since nothing else, including driving hab- 
its, had changed | must conclude that Magna- 
Power was responsible. | don’t see how this 
could happen, but cannot refute the testimony 
of my dipstick. —H.H.L., Fairborn, Ohio 


Over a year ago | installed Magna-Power in 
my ‘52 Packard 300. Now, 8,000 miles later, it 
purrs like a big tomcat. Unfortunately, | had to 
have the valves ground, but | believe this was 
caused by the re-refined oil | was using which 
| found to contain a 15% asphalt base. 

I'm back on detergent oil again since the 
valve grind and everyone remarks how quiet 
the motor is. The mechanic who did the work 
isa Packard specialist and he informed me he 
had never seen so clean a motor. Even the hy- 
dravlic lifters didn’t need to be cleaned. I’ve 
wed many additives, but never have | experi- 
enced this case before. There can be but one 
answer—Magna-Power. 

If | have as good luck with my Packard as 
you did with your Ford, | shall have to change 
my will to include my car and give it to my 
grandchildren. —T.E.C., Seattle 3, Wash. 


lam desirous of procuring another Magna- 
Power acid neutralizer for a 1954 Ford six cylin- 
der. | have used one in my Nash for about three 
years with excellent results. The car has been 
driven 44,000 miles and the head has never 
been off. Power has not decreased and spark 
plug life has been considerably extended. | am 
forwarding a check for $2.95 to cover cost of the 
nw Magna-Power. —A.W.D., Chappaqua, N.Y. 


Very well satisfied with plug on my 1954 
lincoln Capri. Was surprised with the color of 
the oil after 2,000 miles of hard driving. 

—A.L.L., Monroe, Mich. 


| am using one of your Magna-Power acid 
neutralizers in my ‘53 Chevrolet. | have about 
15,000 miles on the car—around 10,000 since 
installing your drain plug. The motor performs 
beautifully; original plugs (Champion) show 
only a slight deterioration of the insulator ends. 
ladd about a quart-of oil between changes. 
Recently | drove the car non-stop for 24 hours 
st about 50 mph and had to replace only one 
pint of oil. —J.A.M., Belmont, Calif. 
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(ADVERTISEMENT) 
Will the Magna-Power plug show signs of 
“wear? 

The magnesium acid neutralizer plug 
will show signs of “wear” probably after 
several thousand miles (see photo on first 
page, “Before and After”). Although 
there is not a direct ratio between wear 
and effectiveness, the corroded surface 
of the magnesium alloy is an indication 
that acids have turned their attention 
from engine metals to your Magna-Power. 
That is why the magnesium alloy is called 
a “sacrifice” metal—it is slowly destroyed 
by corrosive acids while protecting the 
engine. Remember, though, Magna-Pow- 
er will still last your car for 100,000 
driving miles. 

My car has already gone 55,000 miles. Will 
Magna-Power help it? 

Our tests indicate that if a passenger 
car engine uses less than a quart of oil 
each 500 miles then the Magna-Power 


WHAT MAGNA-POWER USERS WRITE: 


| am very anxious to install this new plug as 


traded in at 39,000 miles and the motor was in 
better condition than when it was purchased 
new. —H.P.C., Mt. Ephraim, N.J. 


On Aug. of 1952 | purchased a Magna-Power } 
Acid Neutralizer auto crankcase drain plug for § 
my 1949 DeSoto car. | used this for some 25,000 2 
miles with remarkable results:—1. Much more } 
power and pep. 2. Better mileage on both oil § 
and gas. 3. Remarkab!e spark plug life. Actually 
my cor had more ‘‘get-up-and-go” at 46,000 
miles than it had at 5,000 miles. | attr’bute it 
all to the plug | purchased from you pecple. ! 
actually sold my car for over twice its retail 
value, just because of the pep and snap it 
actually had. —RF.H., Ashland, Ohio 


~~ 


In April, | purchased a “Magna-Power” plug 
for my 1951 Buick. It has lived up to the things 
you said it would. Now | would like to pur- 
chase one for my other car. Enclosed find check 2 
for $2.95 for one ‘““Magna-Power” plug for my $ 
1953 Chevrolet Station Wagon, Series No. 150. ? 

—K.H.B., Middlebury, Conn. 2 


Just traded in my 1951 Mercury—used your § 
Magna-Power for 28,000 miles. Car has as much ‘ 
power as when new—and is using no oil. Think 2 
your product must have helped a lot since much § 
of this mileage was city stop and go driving. 
Please hurry the new unit and thanks a lot. 

—H.E.G., Indianapolis, Ind. 


| have installed the Magna-Power acid neu- 
tralizer on several cars, some with as many as ) 
10,000 miles on them. 

In each case, | have found evidence of in- 
creased performance. However, the more notice- 
able has been the decreased amount of servic- 
ing required. The spark plugs have longer serv- 
ice periods, and the crankcase oil seems to stay 
free from sludge for longer periods. 

The compression tests made on these cars 
have either remained the same or have in- 
creased over periods of use of approximately 
20,000 miles. 

The mileage per gallon of gas has not de- 
creased, and the oil consumption has not in- 
creased. These are real indications of better 
economy. 

From these indications, it may then be con- 
cluded that the Magna-Power acid neutralizer 
does the job that you claim it can do. 

—J.K., Nixon, N.J. 
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will help. Beyond that it may help, but 
controlled tests have not yet been con- 
ducted to give conclusive proof. 


What is the effect on oil change periods 
and filter life? 


We find that in passenger car service 
1,000 mile oil changes are adequate and 


even then there is some doubt about the 


necessity of change. Filter cartridge life 
doubles or triples due to the decreased 


> amounts of sludge and resins formed: 


they are good for 12,000 or even 16,000 
miles. 
OUR WAY OF DOING BUSINESS 

Fill out the coupon at the bottom of 
this page and mail it to us today. Your 
Magna-Power is shipped. to you as soon 
as your order is received. There is no 
long delay. no long wait to protect your 
car with Magna-Power. Have the Ma«na- 
Power neutralizer plug installed in your 
oil drain pan at your next oil change, then 
see the difference in your automobile. 

Buy Magna-Power . . . try Magna-Pow- 
er... and if you are not completely satis- 
fied. your money will be quickly refund- 
ed. You cannot lose with Magna-Power! 
EXPERIMENT WITH THE MAGNA-POWER 

NEUTRALIZER AT OUR RISK 

If you are not satisfied with the way it works, 
send it back, at any time (years from now, if 
you choose), for an immediate refund. 
Canadian orders filled from Toronto stock (add 10% 
Sales tax). Canadian checks, money orders or cash 
accepted.—Available for foreign and U.S. passencer 


Cars, trucks, buses, tractors and many other engines. 
Indicate year and make of vehicle with all orders. 


SS SSS es eB eB eB BeBe eee eee 
JOHNS MFG. CO., Dept. MT-35, Dunellen, N.J. 
fk SE eee (make)......... (year) 
Please send me, postpaid, a MAGNA POWER acid neu 
tralizer. | enclose $2.95. | understand that it is sold 
with an unconditional guarantee of satisfaction or my 
money back! 

Name Guisitaycsaie p op amibd ¢ Sia, Onis aes aaa 
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LOWEST PRICES ON HIGH 


SPEED IGNITION EQUIPMENT! 
Our famous J.$.M.C. 50,000 volt Coil (condenser 


included) $15.00. 6 or 12 volt. 


Heavy-Duty Ignition Contact Points $1.50 set 
Heavy-Duty Tune-up Kit (includes points, rotor, 
condenser) $3.00 


Timing Light $6.00. State: Make, year, model. 


Postage paid on cash orders 


THE J. S. MARTIN CO. 


Morris Plains, N.J, 


64 Sylvan Drive 
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Two excellent minimal transportation 
cars: Hillman Husky and Allard Clipper 


By Jim Potter 


ye THE HILLMAN HUSKY at 
a recent preview at the West Coast 
distributor’s showroom of Rootes Motors, 
we found ourselves agreeing with the 
announcement billing, for here zs a car 
“with a new conception of economical, 
dual-purpose transportation.” 

It’s ideal as a small family sedan or 
second car—adequately transporting 4 
passengers and 250 pounds of luggage be- 
hind the rear seat; or if you have need to 
carry more, you simply fold the rear seat 
forward, and you have space (60 cubic 
feet) for 600 pounds of luggage or mer- 
chandise. The seat cushion when folded 


ELIEVE IT OR NOT, the Clipper 3- 
wheeler shown below is an Allard 
creation, benefiting from years of automo- 
tive engineering experience with particular 
emphasis in the racing field. 

With room for 3 adults on the bench- 
type seat and 2 children in the rumble 
seat, the Clipper features an “indestruc- 
tible” all-plastic body mounted on a 


rugged chassis made of large | channel 
transportation 


steel. The small 





er 4 





down presents a pressed steel bulkhead 4 
protect the backs of the individual fr 
seats from the load, similar to our statiog 
wagons. Access to the rear is by a practi 
cal, single rear end door, locked or opened 
from one point at the rear of the driverg 
seat as well as from outside. 

Using the well-tried Hillman Minx 35 
hp engine, the Husky’s economy is as 
sured because of its lightness (under 2 
pounds ). The body is of unitary construc 
tion on an 84-inch wheelbase (9 inc 
shorter than the Hillman Minx). Gene 
finish of this rugged little car is good, and 
it sells for only $1445 at ports of entry 


vehicle (its overall length is only 12] 
inches) would be ideal for the economy 
conscious suburbanite, for 60-70 mil 

per gallon is claimed. Its cruising speed 
40 mph is obtained with a 2-strok 

350 cc engine, which is equipped with 4 
3-speed Burman gearbox. All wheels ar 
independently sprung, assuring comforj 
Another unique feature: the body is self 
colored plastic, thus repainting will neve 
be required. Price: $1039 at ports of entry 





‘2 KOZAK Cleans Your Car 
, Fast and Easy 


’s Yours to Keep FREE! 


—or lt 


ilkhead 
dual f, 
yur statiog 
} @ practi 
or opened 
1e drivers 


Does YOUR Car Get Dirty the Day After It’s Washed? 


Look at that 


chrome shine! 


IF SO, YOU NEED KOZAK! 


We KozaK you can save 80% of your wetwashes, and have a clean car 


Where did 
= he get it ? 
vA h qt every day the sun shines. Takes only 7 minutes of your (or one of the 

boy’s time)—at a cost of less than 4c a DRYW ASH. A $2 investment in a 
Regular KozaK DRYWASH cloth will return itself in full every time it rains or 








Minx 35 





ny is as 
y snows—and keep on doing so for months—saving you $50 to $100 in formerly 
ider 2 unnecessary car washing expense. 
construc As One KozaK Fan Wrote: 
(9 inc “There is no excuse whatever for a man to drive a dirty car if he knows there is 
General 4 such a thing asa KozaK DRYWASH process.” And, of course, that fan's beautiful 
Cadillac Fleetwood is his pride and joy—and is never dirty—except during the 
good, and very cain itself and the short time it takes for it to dry off. Then 7 minutes 
, , - ae P ie i 
of entry rine ASH and, presto! $2 saved clean car again not a penny ‘out of 
} pocket—not a squeak from high pressure water washing—a real nice job you can 


be proud of. More fine cars ace DRYWASHED daily than less expensive cars. And 
10,000,000 KozaKs have been bought by critical people in the past 28 years— 
time money people who have saved thousands of dollars—and, more important, have got for 
gthemsel ves bigger trade-in allowances for turning in a nice, clean car. 
and muscle! , ‘ 
Our Way of Doing Business: 
Mail orders for KozaKs are filled without fail the same day received and have 
always been. A simple request for refund in full is immediately answered by air 
mail with our expression of appreciation. So far as we know we have no dissatisfied 
customers anywhere, and have hundreds of thousands of enthusiastic users in every 
city, cown, village, and most hamlets. You are never asked to return your purchase. 
If you don’t like it for any reason, you keep it or give it away to your firehouse or 


Look at 
those fenders ! 


More people hear of—and buy—KozaKs from 
recommendation of friends—than any other way 


Dip it Boys!” 
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ARIZONA: "My car looks betrer than ut ever 
did, before my KOZAK A. E. Worsfold 
CALIFORNIA I have used am KOZAK on 
my 1949 Studebaker since I purchased a 34 
years ago e car still o be cew alter 
47,000 miles, Your KOZAK 1s all you claim 
for « Stafford W. Bixby 
cotoneee “A friend asked me today 
hat I did to my car to keep it looking so 
nice all the time. So I told-him about the 


KOZAK and he asked me to get the one I 
am ordering for him now Arthur Brandt 


CONNECTICUT: “I have used the KOZAK 
Auto DryWash Cloth for a good many years 
and have always found it to be all you ad- 
vertised and more Royal W. Wilson 


DELAWARE: "We are steady users of you 
KOZAK Cloths, both for cars and lurnitere, 
and we swear by them! I want three more 
for my family.” Mrs. W. V. Supple, Jr 


FLORIDA: ‘Send me three KOZAKS. | am 
here for the winter and can't get along with- 
out the A 


K, as I use it all che time at 
home. Nothing like it! Lewis S. Milner 
GEORGIA The KOZAK is —— a _won- 
der. I enjoy using it H. Davis 
INDIANA: "I was a ‘doubting Thomas’ when 
I read your letter describing the dry-wash 
method. I took a chance and ordered one 
KOZAK. I am amazed at the results. Your 





Statements are not the least bit out of line 
with actual facts F Wiatrow ski 
IDAHO: 


I am sen ding ou an order for a 
new supply of KOZA A tew days ago 
when I stopped at the Sachs where | bought 
my car (a 1950 Dodge) the proprietor said 
“How do you keep your car so bright in chis 
dust? I wash mine about twice a week, but 
yours is always clean, look Ty 
came out of a band-box' I told him I use a 
KOZAK Cloth on it! It takes me about ten 
minutes to go over my car Don Martin 


ILLINOIS: “‘I really got more than I ex- 
pected in the KOZA I was amazed the 
way they cleaned my car after 30 days dirt. 
I would call the KOZAK the magic cloth.’ 
rthur Higgins 
IOWA: "I have used the KOZAK for some 
time and sure like it. Please send two more 
KOZAKS for my son R. S. Siman 
KENTUCKY cies: ps check for a KO- 
ZAK Cloth. Have used one for several years 
and think «« is dv ul.” Mrs. S. S. Yantis 
LOUISIANA: “The KOZAKS are surely 
fine. I will not be without them as long as 
I have a car Trudeau 





AINE: “Send wo more of your K 
prt Cloths. I have used one KOZAK ai 
winter on my car and have not had co wet- 


wash it once. I am sold. Theadore Wood 
MARYLAND: a am a private chauffeur I 
take car I still using the 
KOZAK | Clown T got from you, and it & just 
wonderful J, Whittington 
MINNESOTA awe are very much pleased 


with your KOZAK. The way it performs is 
almost wtelievebie We really think it is 
wonderful.” Mrs. W. H. Hill 


MICHIGAN: “‘Although I've used my pres- 
emt KOZAK for over a year. i os still in 


spent approximately 
$65.0) for car-washes in the past year. I can 

nave a clean car every day, and it gives 
one 4 feeling of pride and joy to drive to 
wok with a shiny car J Earl 
© KozaK Auto DryWash 





MASSACHUSETTS: ° About two weeks ago 
I ordered 15 of your KOZAK Auto Dry 
Wash Cloths for myself and fellows who 


work with me. ¢ like them very much 
The other fellows who didn’t previously or 
der have ‘seen the light,” as our cars look so 


much better than theirs even though they 
have had their cars water-washed right along 
So I am now sending for 12 more KOZAKS 
for them, and another one ae my wite who 
wants it to keep in the hou L. F. Tuttle 
MISSOURI: “I am so pose s08 over the use 


another one for myself but one also for a 
neighbor who has repeatedly admired the 
lustrous new-car look that I have kept on 
our car ctor R. Richert 
NEW JERSEY: “I have been using the KO 
ZAK for the past six months, and I am 


amazed at the very fine condition it has kept 
my car in. Dirt vanishes and the cat is as 
brilliant and shiny as new. Send me three 
more KOZAKS H. H. Furber 
NEBRASKA: “I would not be without the 
KOZAK. With very litle eftort 1 am able co 
my car clean and new-looking at all 


times, and have eliminated many costly wet 
wash jobs. Please send me five more as soon 
ward G. Erlewine 
NORTH CAROLINA: "Never saw anything 
JZAK for an automobile. My 
cat hasn't had a water-wash in six months, 
and looks beter. Here's —, for an 
KOZAK R er 
NEW YORK I have been using KOZAKS 
for some twenty years, and just bought a 
new one! So you can see whether | like 
them! H. C. Robertson 
OHIO: “I highly recommend your KOZAK 
Cloth. It has kept my 1951 Plymouth looking 
clean and new all the time, to say nothing 
of the money saved in not having the car 
washed rs. Jessie W. Friedmann 
reper 1 ae my OZAK Dry 

Wash so well that I want another one, and 
also want to send my son one. Enclosed find 
check John W. Byrd 
OREGON: ‘'Please mail 3} KOZAK Auto 
Dry Wash es I've used these betore =| 


like them a i. Mrs. Frank New 
PENNSYLV ‘I have apne otiee — 
KOZAK Choon toe about ten ye My 1998 


car has been water-washed twice in that time 
and then only when it was Simonized. Many 
people ask me if | had my car painted 

E. A. Puderbaugh 
SOUTH DAKOTA: “‘I use your KOZAK on 
our car with unbelievable results. My wite 
uses i on furniture, so I will have co have 
another one for myself. J. O. Beaver 
TEXAS: “I want co let you know how 


I can keep my car clean in this dusty Texas 
Panhandle weather. It makes car cleaning a 
far simpler job than I ever expected or 
imagined ugene S. Passmore 
UTAH: “I have used your KOZAK Cloths 
for my cars for the pa c 
given me entire satisfaction. Everybody ad 
mires my car. I inform 


mend them hig! 


VIRGINIA: “Used ay KOZAK today and 
am well pleased with i eo. Gra 
VERMONT: “I am giving a ‘ante to my 


brother for his trip to the West Coast. I 
know what KGEtk help it will be to him 
for my own KOZAK ss oy bry of A great 

pon to 1 Smith 


Reg. U. s. Pa. Off.; mm... 





police patrolman and get your money refunded in full besides. 


What Is A KOZAK DRYWASH CLOTH? 


Each of the selected, soft staple fibres is scientifically treated with modern deter- 
gents. Then these fibers are woven into a thick cloth. Then the cloth is treated, 
aged and seasoned for many weeks so that it retains its original strength even if 
it is indefinitely exposed to air. KozaK is the ORIGINAL and ONLY DRY 
WASH CLOTH ... there is no other way to have a clean car every day for 4c 
a Drywash except with a KozaK. 


Here Is What A KOZAK DRYWASH CLOTH Does: 


e No water needed—summer or winter. 

e Polishes as it cleans. e It’s safe—used by over 10 million people. 
e Saves time and work. e Protects the finish. 

No matter how you washed or tried to clean your car before . . . with water, 
cleaners and all the other gadgets you've tried KozaK must give you a 
bright, clean car or your money is refunded without question. 


Auto Owners Hail the Amazing KOZAK DRYWASH CLOTH 


It cleans your splashed, dirt or dust covered car in a few minutes . . . without “breaking 
your back" and without getting dressed up like a deep sea diver in boots and rubber 
apron .. and sides getting out a hose, sponge, chamois, bucket for water and all the other 
excitement that happens when a fellow washes his own car. 

If you have your car washed at a garage it generally costs $2 plus the time and trouble of 
taking it there and coming back for it. Now with a KOZAK you SAVE that $2 and when 
you figure that you Shout have your car washed 25 to 50 times a year there is a saving of 
from $50 to $100, to say nothing of increasing your trade-in allowance. 

KOZAK is used Dry on a Dry car. With a Shamet when needed, it not only quickly and 
completely removes road dust film, the muddy water splatter, the rain ugliness and grime, but 
every time it is used it adds to the beauty and permanence of the original paint job because 
it continues the paint polishing procedure that is the last factory touch before the car goes 


to the Dealer's show room. 
KOZAK 1S GUARANTEED OBEY THAT URGE 
Tear out and mail the coupon 


If the KOZAK Drywash Cloth has not saved its 
right now . . . you get your 


cost many times over after you have used it for 
thirty days . . . just write and the money you paid for - ag ange 
it will be refunded . . . and you do not even have to money back if you don’t like it 
return the KOZAK. We are able to make this guar- —and see how easy and how 
antee to you because in 28 years TEN million . ‘ 
KOZAKS have saved owners of cars millions of fast a — SAVE 
dollars in car washing. KOZAK AUTO DRYWASH, - and at the same time 
355 So. Lyon St, BATAVIA, N. Y. at least $50. 
@eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeese 
® KOZAK AUTO DRYWASH 355 S. LYON ST., BATAVIA, N. Y. 
id Gentlemen: Please send me POSTPAID 
RE 


e Removes dirt. 











GULAR KOZAKS SUPER KOZAKS 
ne illions Use Them) (Last 4 Times rar 
2 [1 for $2 (1 for $3 ‘or $5 
© Nome........... .... 
e Address 
City...... Zone 





PO aune 
(J CASH ( CHECK ENCLOSED 
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
Reg. ($4) Plus 1 Super ($3)—$7 Value—$5 00 
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ELECTRODE RESEARCH, it can now be 
definitely stated, has probed far into 
one of the last remaining frontiers of 
knowledge about the internal combus- 
tion engine. Before LIFE-TIME de- 
velopment the spark plug was the most 
often replaced part of your car. In 
building the LIFE-TIME Spark Plug’s 
radically advanced electrode de- 
sign, our engineers knew, from periodic 
tests that we were on the track of 
something that would greatly increase 
plug life. We also suspected that elec- 
trode design could actually increase the 
horsepower of an engine. 

HOW PLUGS CAN CAUSE POWER LOSS. 
Most engineers agree ‘“‘creeping paraly- 
sis,” gradual electrode disintegration, 
carbon build-up, gradually widen- 
ing gap, all cause premature firing, 
misfiring and power loss — enough in 
many cases to waste one galion in 
every ten you buy. But there were and 
are some fine engineering minds who 
feel that certain conditions of pressure 
and turbulence within the cylinder 
cause nieiring even with new conven- 
tional 


Ss 


HORSEPOW 
GAIN! 


It was this “‘suspicion” that clinched 
Continental Manufacturing Corp. exec- 
utives’ decision to gamble the neces- 
sary money and years of time. The end 
product of this decision is now in mass 
production, available for your automo- 
bile — an amazing spark plug that has 
— by test — fired clean for 50,000 miles 
and increased the horsepower ofa 
familiar American car by 12% per cent 
at 2,000 RPM. 


HOW 17 PT. FIRING WORKS. Note 
LIFE-TIME'’s electrode design closely. 
A circular arcing area consisting of four 
concave segments. Distance 

(gap) to center 
electrode being the ae Soe 

same from all points — 

Electricity has prop- 

erty of arcing 

from coldest point. 

Current also arcs 

more readily from the 

apex of two planes than from the face 
of a flat, metallic surface. 

Note that there are 16 apexes (places 
where two planes meet) on the outer 
electrode system — all the same dis- 
tance from the center electrode. Nor- 
mal heat and spark erosion are spread 
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around the entire 360 degrees and 
around the whole circumference of 
center electrode. 

FULL ROTATING SPARK allows overall 
cooler electrode temperature for greatly 
increased life. Also allows a hotter 
spark to prevent fouling yet the rotate 
ing and cooling effect minimizes the} 
common faults of burning, erosion, 
blistering and resultant insulator fail- 
ure. Compare this principle with thej 
conventional 2-point spark plug design, 
Most spectacular spark plug research] 
breakthrough in 50 years allows us to 
include this unique and unprecedented 
warranty with every set of LIFE=-) 
TIME Spark Plugs. WE GUARAN- 
TEE GREATER GAS MILEAGE — 
GREATER ACCELERATION — A 
MAJOR POWER INCREASE — OR 
YOUR MONEY BACK. j 
YOU RECEIVE BY MAIL this registered 
set of LIFE-TIME Spark Plugs in 
proper series (heat range and gap) for’ 
the car you indicate in coupon below. 
NOW AVAILABLE FOR AMERICAN 
& EUROPEAN PASSENGER CARS, 
TRUCKS, BOATS, FARM EQUIP. 
MENT, INDUSTRIAL ENGINES. 


AL INSPECTION—Each LIFE-TIME 
tested for firing in oil and-to 


Volts /CM 


g 


LIFE-TIME Spark Piug Division, 
CONTINENTAL MANUFACTURING CORP. 


Washington fivd. at Motor Ave., Culver City 7, California 
Ger se 1 Please mail postpaid set(s) (registered) of LIFE-TIME Spark Plugs 


eat range and gap for my car at 98c per plug (Set of six, 3S 88, Set of 
eight. "S7.84), (Or send $1 per set, balance C.0O.D.) 


DEAR CAR OWNER: The company has finally 
this plug out of the race, test and economy-F' 
and made it availabie-for yOur-care” 
at your price. And believe it is 
Mall we expected. Everyone knows how to ma a 
miles per’ gallon test and it is an eye-opener with LEFE- 


eeeecccseccese so VOOr, 
TIME plugs, but here is a way you can make a 
15 minutes after you receive your set. Set the b 
in 
s 


eececersesss NO, Cyl. 
eee eeeeseceececeseees(check, cash or money order) 


and block or jack up the rear end. Engage shi 

high and shim accelerator pedal with a stop so 
where in the 25-45 MPH range. Take MPH 
reading with old plugs and then with new 

LIFE-TIME plugs at same stop. I figure Za 


you will show from 3 ic 19 MPH = . 
& 
inventsan a 
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increase. I'd enjoy hearing about your 
results. Many thanks! 


PE PPE ape 
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